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Dis? 


A 


K. N 
J. 12 anſwer to yours of the third inftant, I much 


condole with your unhappy Circumſtances of 
being placed amongſt ſuch Company, where, 


as you ſay, you continually hear the Sacred Scriptures, 


and the Hiſtories therein contained, particularly of 


Moſes and of Chriſt, and all revealed Religion, turned 5 
into Ridicule, by Men who ſet up for Scuſe and Reaſon, 


And, they ſay, That there is no greater Ground to be- 
lieve in CHriſt, than in Mahomet That all theſe Pre- 
tences to Revelation are Cheats, and ever have been, 
among Pagans, Fews, Mahometans, and Chriſtians : 
That they are all alike Impoſitions of cunning and de- 
gning Men, upon the Credulity, at firſt, of /imple and 
 wnthinking People; till, their Numbers increaſing, their 
Delufions grew popular, came at laſt to be eſtabliſn'd by 
Laws; and then the Force of Education and Cuſtom 
gives a Bias to the Judgments of After-Ages, till ſuch 
Deceits come really to be believ'd, being receiv'd upon 
Truft from the Ages foregoing, without examining into 


the Original and Bottom of them: Which theſe our mo- 


dern Men of Senſe (as they deire to be eſteem'd) ſay, 


that they only do; that they only have their Juag- 
ents freed from the laviſh Authority of Precedents and 
Laws in Matters of Truth, which, they ſay, ought 


* only to be decided by Reg/on: Tho', by a prudent 


Compliance with Popularity and Laxvs, they preſerve 
themſelves from Outrage and legal Penalties ; for none 


of their Complexion are addicted to Syferings or Mar- 


tyrdom. 0 | 
Now, Sir, that which you deſire from me, is ſome 
ſhort Topic of Reaſon, if ſuch can be found, whereby, 
without running to Authorities, and the intricate Mazes 
of Learning, which breed long Diſputes, and which 
theſe Men of Reaſon deny by wholeſale, tho' they can 


give no Roaſon for it, wy ſuppole that Authors have 


2 been 
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been trump'd upon us, zrterpolated and corrupted, ſo 
that no Streſs can be laid upon them, tho! it cannot be 


hewn wherein they are ſo corrupted; which, in Rea- 
ſon, ought to lie 7 Br them to prove, who allege it; 
otherwiie it is not only a precarious, but a guilty Plea : 
And the more, that they refrain not to quote Books 
on their Side, for whole Authority there are no better, 
or not ſo good Grounds. However, you ſay it makes 
your Diſputes endleſs, and they go away with Noite 
and Clamour, and a Boat, That there is nothing, at 
boat nothing certain, to be ſaid on the Chrifian Side: 
1 eretore you are defirous to ſind ſome oze Topic of 
Recfpa, Which fnonuld demonſtrate the Truth of the Chriſ- 

oz Heliglon, and, at the ſame time, diſtinguiſh it from 
ile FH icflures of Mabe: net, and the old Pagan World; 
that our Deiſs may be brought to this 77%, and de 


0 ber oblig d to renounce their Reaſon, and the com- 


mo! Eeafon of Aankis: 4, Or ſubmit to ie clear P. 'cof, 
rom R-aſon, of the Chriizan Religion; which muſt be 
fuch a Proof es no /mpoſtare can pretend to; otherwiſe. 
it cannot prove the Cyri/ſizan Religion not to be an 
Liupeſfare. And whether ſuch a Proof, one ſingle Proof 
(ie avoid Confuſion) is not to be found out, you de- 
tire to know from me. 

And you lay, that you cannot imagine. but there 


mut be ſuch a Proof, becauſe every Truth is in itſelf 


clear, and one; and therefore that one e 5 my it, if 
it be the true Reaſon, mutt be ſulſicient: And, if /uf- 


cle. at, it is better than 5 For Muleiplicity con- 


Wunde eſpecially to weak judgments. 

Sir, you have impos'd an hard 'Taik upon me: I with 
T could perform it: For tho' every Trath is one, yet our 
Sigl is lo feeble, that we cannot (always) come to it 
&irely, but by many {aferences, and laying ot things to- 
gether. | 

But I think that! in the Caſe before us, there is ſuch a 
Proc as you require; and I will ſet it down as fort 
and plain as I can. 

II. Firſt then I fappoſe, that the Truth of the Doc- 
eriue, of CHRIST will be ſufficiently evinced, if the 

DEW Malters 


ESTs 


Matters of Fact which are recorded of him in the Cole 
els be true; for his Miracles, if true, do vouch the 
Truth of what he delivered. 


The fame is to be faid as to Moſes ; If he brought 


the Children of Mael through the Red. Sca, in that ni. 


raculous manner Which 1s related in Exodus, and did 


bath C. 14 


ſuch other wonderſul things as are there told of him, 


it muſt neceſſarily follow, that he was ſent from 
GOD; theſe being the ſtrongeſt Proofs we can deſire, 


and which every Dei will confeſs he would acquieſce- 
in, if he ſaw them with his Eyes. Therefore the Streſs- 


of this Cauſe will depend upon the Proof of theie. 
Matters of Fact. , | 
I. And the Method I will take, is, Firſi, to lay down: 
ſuch Rules, as to the Truth of Halters off Fact in gene- 
ral, that where they all meet, ſuch Matters of Fat can- 
not be ale. And then, Secozdly, to ſhew that all theſe 
Rules do meet in the Matters of Fa of Mess, and of 


 Chrift; and that they do not meet in the Matters of 
Fae of Mahomet, of the Heathen Deities, or can poſſi-- 


bly meet in any Iinpoſture whatſoever. 
2. The Rules are theſe ; Iſt, That the Matter of Fact 


be ſuch as that Mens outward Senſes, their Eyes and Ears, 


may be Fudges of it. 2. That it be done Publickly in the 


Face of the World. 4. That not only publick Monuments 
be kept up in Memory of it, but ſome eutward Actions be 


performed. That ſuch Monuments and juch Actions or 
Obſervances be inſtituted, and do commence from the 
time that the Matter of Fact avas done. 

3. The two firſt Rules make it impoſſible for any 
ſuch Matter of Fadt to be impoſed upon Men, at the 
Time when ſuch Matter of Fact was ſaid to be done; 
becauſe every Man's Eyes and Senſes would contradict 
it. For Example: Suppoſe any Man ſhould pretend 
that Yeſterday he divided the Thames, in Preſence of 


all the People of London, and carried the whole Ci, 


Men, Women, and Children, over to Southwark, on dry 
Land, the Waters ſtanding like Walls on both Sides: I 
ſay it is morally impoſſible that he could perſuade the 
People of London that this was true, when every Mar, 
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e [6] 
Heman, and Child, could contradict him, and ſay, 
That this was a notorious Falſehood, for that they had 


not ſeen the Thames fo divided, or had gone over on 
dry Land. Therefore I take it for granted, (and, I 


ſuppoſe with the Allowance of all the Deifs in the 


World) that no ſuch Impoſition could be put upon 
Men at the Time when fuck publick Matter of Fact 
was ſaid to be done. | 

4. Therefore it only remains that ſuch Matter of Fact 
might be invented ſome time after, when the Men of 
that Generation wherein the thing was ſaid to be done 
are all paſt and gone; and the Credulity of After— 
Ages might be impos'd upon to believe that things 
vere done in former Ages, which were not. 

And for this, the z4vso laſt Rules ſecure us as much 


as the tvs firſt Rules in the former Caſe: For whenever 


ſuch a Matter of Fa# came to be invented, if not only 
Monuments were ſaid to remain ,of it, but likewiſe that 
publick Actions and Obſervances were conſtantly uſed 


ever ſince the Matter of Fat was ſaid to be done, the 
Deceit muſt be detected, by no ſuch Monuments appear- 
ing, and by the Experience of every Man, Woman, and 


Child, who muſt know that no ſuch Actions or Obſer- 
©/ances were ever us'd by them. For Example: Sup- 


poſe I ſhould now invent a Story of ſuch a thing done 


a thouſand Years ago, I might, perhaps, get ſome to 
believe it: But if I ſay, that not only ſuch a thing was 
done, but that, from that Day to this, every Man, at the 


Age of tabelve Years, had a Joint of his little Finger 


cut off, and that every Man in the Nation did want 
a Joint of ſuch a Finger, and that this Iſtitution was 
ſaid to be part of the Matter of the Fact done fo many 
Years ago, and vouch'd as a Proof and Confirmation of 
it, and as having deſcended, without Interruption, and 
been conſtantly practis'd, in Memory of ſuch Matter of 
Fae, all along from the time that ſuch Matter of Fact 
was done; I fay, it is impoſlible I ſhould be believ'd in 
ſuch a Caſe ; becauſe every one could contradict me, 
as to the Mark of cutting off a Joint of the Finger; 3 

| that 
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that being Part of my original Matter of Fact, mult 
demonſtrate the whole to be falſe. 5 

III. Let us now come to the Second Point, to ſhew, 
that the Matters of Fa# of Moſes and of Chriſt have 
all theſe Rules or Marks before-mentioned ; and that nei- 
ther the Matters of Fact of Mahomet, or what is reported 
of the Heathen Deities, have the like; and that no Lu- 
poſture can have them all. V 

1. As to Moſes, I ſuppoſe it will be allowed me, that 
he could not have perſuaded 600,000 Men that he 
had brought them out of Egypt, through the Red-Sea, 
fed them 40 Years without Bread, by miraculous Man- 
na, and the other Matters of Fact recorded in his Books, 
if they had not been true; becauſe every Man's Sees, 


that was then alive, muſt have contradicted it. And 


therefore he muſt have impos'd upon all their Sees, if 

he could have made them believe it when it was ae, 

and no ſuch things done. So that here are the Auf 
and ſecond of the above-mentioned four Marks. 


For the ſame Reaſon it was equally impoſſible for 


him to have made them receive his fwve Books. as 
Truth, and not to have rejected them, as a maniſeſt 
Impoſture, which told of all theſe things as done before 


their Eyes, if they had not been ſo done. See how 


poſitively he ſpeaks to them. Deut. xi. 2. to ver. 8. 
And know you this Day: For 1 ſpeak not wvith your Chil- 
dren, which have not known, and which hawe not ſeen the 
Chaſtiſement of the Lord your God, his Greatneſs, his mighty 
Hand, and his ſtretched out Arm, and his Miracles, and 


his Acts which he did in the midſi of Egypt, unto Pharaoh 


the King of Egypt, and unto all his Land, and what he 
did unto the Army of Egypt, unto their Horſes and to their 


Chariots, how he made the Water of the Red - Sea to over- 


flow them as they purſued after you, and how the Lord hath 
 defiroyed them unto this Day: And awhat he did unto you in 


the Wilderneſs, until ye came into this Place: And what he 
did unto Dathan aud Abiram the Sons of Eliab, the Son of 
Reuben, how the Earth opened her Mouth aud ſwallowed 
them up, and their Houſholds, and their Tents, and all the 
Subſtance that was in their Poſſeſſion, in the midſi of all 
5 1 IItael, 


[8] 
Iſrael. Nut your Eyes have ſeen all the great Aa; of the 
Lord, which he did, &c. 

From hence we may ſuppoſe it impoſlible that theſe 
Books of Moſes (if an Impoſture) could have been in- 
vented and put upon the People, who were then alive 
- when all theſe Things were ſaid to be done. | 

The utmoſt therefore that even a Szppo/e can ſtretch 
to, is, that theſe Books were wrote in ſome Age after 
Moſes, and put out in his Name. 

And to this I ſay, that if it was ſo, it was impoſ- 
ble that thoſe Books Lould have been received as the 
Books of Moſes, in that Age wherein they may be ſup- 
pos'd to have been firſt invented. W hy ? Becauſe they 
ſpeak of themſelves as deliver'd by Mo/es, and kept in 
the Art from his time. And it came to paſs when Moſes 
had made an end of æuriting the Words 6 of this Law in 4 
Book, until they were fruiſhed, that Moſes commanded the 
| Levites awho bare the Arb of the Cowenant of the Lord, 
" faying, Tale this Book of the Law, and put it in the Si Fs 
of the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God, that it 
may be there for a Witneſs againſt thee, Deut. xxxi. 24, 
25, 26. And there was a Copy of this Bock to be left 
likewiſe with the King. Aud it ball be, when he jitteth 
upon the Throne e his Kingdom, that he fha!l ævrite him a 
| Copy of this Law in a Hool, out of that aobich is befare 
the Prieſts the Levites: Aud it ſpall be with han, and he 
ſpall read therein all the Davs of his Life : That he may 
learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep all the Words of th:s 
Laa and theſe Statutes to do them, Deut. xvii. 18, 19. 
Here you ſee that this Book of the Law ſpeaks of 

itſeif not only as an Hiflory or Relation of what Things 
were then done, but as the fanding and municipal Law 
and Szazutes of the Nation of the Feawws, binding the 
King as well as the People. 

Now, in whatever Age after Moſes you will ſuppole 
this Book to have been forged, it was impoſſible it could 
have been received as Truth ; becauſe it was not then 
to be found, either in the Ark, or with the King, or 
any where elſe ; for, when firſt 72vented, every body 
muſt know that they had never heard of it before. 


And 


[ 9 ] 

And therefore they could leſs believe it to be the 

Book of their Statutes, and the ſtanding Law of the 

J and, which they had all along received, and by which- 
they had been gowerned, 


Could & Man now at this Day invent a Pe-, of 


Sbatutes or 255 of Parliament for 1 Ar and malte it 

paſs upon the Nation as my Only Book of Statutes that 

ever they h ha q known . 18 po üble was it for the 
/ 3 


Broks of Iloſis (if they were invented in any Age after 
Moes) to AR been dedeiv d tor what they declare 
themſelves 0 be, S. Ine Sratutes and nunici fal Lazy 
of the Nation of the '/-<ws +: And to have verſuaded 
the Venus that they had own'd and acknowlee'd t 
Books, all along from the ; t 

in which they were firſt invented; that is, that t 
had own'd them before they had ever ſo much as 
heard of them. Nay, more, the whole Nation muſt, 

in an inſtant, forget their former Laws and Govern- 
ment, if they could receive theie Boos as being their 
former Laws. And they could not otherwiſe receive 
them, becauſe they vouch'd themſelves ſo to be. Let 
me aſk the Dei/ts but this one ſhort Queſtion, Was there 
ever a Book of Ham Laws, which were not the Laws 
of the Nation, palm'd upon any People ſince the World 
began? If not, with woat Face can they ſay this of 
the Book of Laws of the Fewvs © Why will they hy that 
of them, which they contels impoſuble ; In any Nato; X 
or among any People ? 

But they muſt be vet more unreaſonable. For the 
Books of Moſes have a further Demonſtration cf their 
Truth than even other -Lozw-P5:u5 have: For they not 
only contain the Labs, but give an hiſtorical Account 
of their Inſtitut? on, and the Practice of them from that 
Time: As of the Paſoven, in Memory of the Death of 
the F:r/i-Born in Eeype: And that, the 
ſame Day, all the 5 of Viral, Vu. vili. 
both of Man and Beaſt, were, by a 17, 18. 
perpetual Law, dedica: ed to G; and 
the Lewites taken for all the Firjt-Born cf the Children of 
Iſrael : That Aaron's Rl which Ladded, was Kept in 


* 5 the 
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the Art, in Memory of the Rebellion and wonderful 
Deſtruction of Korah, Dathan and Abiram, and for the 
Confirmation of the Prieſthood to the Tribe of Levi: 
As likewiſe the Pot of Manna, in Memory of their 
having been fed with it 40 Years in the Wilderneſs. 
That the Brazen Serpent was kept (which remained to 
the Days of Hezekiah. 2 Kings, xviii. 4) in Memory of 
that wonderful Deliverance, by only looking upon it, 
from the biting of the fiery Serpents. Numb. xxi. 9. The 
Feaſt of Pentecoſt, in Memory of the dreadful e 
ance of God upon Mount Horeb, &c. 

And beſides theſe Remembrances of particular Acti- 
ons and Occurrences, there were other ſolemn Institu- 
tions, in Memory of their Deliverance out of Egyyt in 
the general, which included all the Particulars: As of 
the Sabbath, Deut. v. 15. their daily Sacrifices, and 
yearly Expiaticn ; their New-Moons, and ſeveral Feaſ!s 


and Fass. So that there were yearly, monthly, 


weekly, daily Remembrances and Recognitions of theſe 
Things. 

And not only ſo, but the Books of the ſame Moſes 
tell us, that a particular Tribe (of Levi) was appoint- 
ed and conſecrated by God, as his Priefs; by whoſe 
Hands, and none other, the Sacr:fices of the People 


Were to be offered, and theſe ſolemn Inſtitutions to be 


celebrated: That it was Death for any other to ap- 
proach to the Altar: That their High-Prieſt wore a 
glorious Mitre, and magnificent Robes of God's own 
Contrivance, with the miraculous Urim and Thummim 
in his Breaſi-plate, whence the divine Reſponſes were 
given: That at his Word the King 


Num. xxvii. and all the People were to go out and 


21. to come in. That theſe Lewites were 
Deut. xvii. 8 likewiſe the Chief-Fudges, even in all 
40 13. Civil Cauſes; and that it was Death to 
1 Cor. xxiii. reſiſt their Sentence: Now whenever 
4. it can be ſuppos'd that theſe Books of 


| Moſes were forged in ſome Age after 
Moſes, it is impoſſible they could have been received 


as true, unleſs the Forgers could have made the whole 


Nation 


Nation believe, that they that had received theſe Books 
from their Fathers, had been inſtructed in them when 
they were Children, and had taught them to their 
Children: Moreover, that they had all been circum— 
cid, and did circumciſe their Children, in purſuance 
to what was commanded in theſe Books : "That they 
had obſerved the yearly Paſfewer, the weekly Sabbath, 


the Mevu-Moöous, and all the feveral Feaſts, Fass, and 


Ceremonies commanded in theſe Books : That they had 
never eaten any Swines Fleſh, or other Meats prohi- 
bited in theſe Books : That they had a magnificent 
Tabernacle, with a viſible Prieſthood to adminiſter in it, 
which was confined to the Tribe of Lew! ; over whom 
was placed a glorious High Prieſt, cloathed with great 
and mighty Prerogatiwes; ; whoſe Death only could de- 
liver thoſe that were fled to the Cities of 


Refuge; and that theſe Prieſts were Num. xxxv. 


their ordinary Judges, even in Civil 25. 28, 


Matters: I ſay, was it poſſible to have 

erſuaded a whole Nation of Men, that they had 
an and practiſed all theſe things, if they had not 
done it? or, Secondly, to have received a Book for 
Truth, which ſaid they had practiſed them, and appeal: 
ed to that Practice? So that lere are the third and fourth 
of the Marks above-mentioned. 

But now let us deſcend to the atmoſt Degree of Suß- 
poſition, vis. That theſe Things were practiſed before 
theſe Books of Moſes were forged; and that theie Books 
did only impoſe upon the Nation, in making them 
believe, that they had kept theſe Ohr Dances, in Memor y 
of ſuch and ſuch "Things as were inſerted in theſe 
Books. 


Well then, let us —— upon this Suppoſition 


however groundleſs): And now, will not the fame La- 


p2fibilities occur as in the former Caſe ? For, Firſt, this 
mult ſuppoſe, that the Jesus kept all theſe Obſor— 
vances in Memory of nothing, or without knowing 
any thing of their Original, or the Reaſon why they 
kept them: Whereas theſe very Olſerwances did ex- 


preſs the Ground and Reaſon of their being kept; as 


the 
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the Paſſover, in Memory of God's paſſing over the 
Children of the J/jrae/ites in that Night wherein he 

flew all the Firſt-barn of Egypt; and lo of the reſt. 
But, Secondly, let us ſuppoſe, contrary. both to Rea- 
ſon and Matter of Fact, that the Jews did not know 
any Reaſon at all why they kept theſe Ob/erwances ; 
et was it poſſible to put it upon them, that they 
had kept theſe Olſerwances in Memory of what they 
had never heard of before that Day, whenſoever you 
will ſuppoſe that theſe Books of Maſes were firſt forged ? 
For Example: Suppole I ſhould now torge ſome vo- 
mantick Story of ſtrange Things done a 1000 Years 
ago; and, in Confirmation of this, ſhould endeavour 
to perſuade the Chriftian World, that they had all 
along, from that Day to this, kept the firſt Day of the 
J/eek in Memory of ſuch an Hero, an Apollonius, a Bar- 
coſbas, or a Mahomet, and had all been baptized in his 
Name, and ſwore by his Name, and upon that very 
Book (which I had then forged, and which they never 
ſaw before), in their publick udicatures: That this 
Book was their Ge/pc/ and Law, which they had, ever 


ſince that Time, theſe 1000 Years paſt, z7zver/ally re- 


ceiv'd and owned, and none other: I Would aſk any 
Deiſe, whether he thinks it ble, that ſuch a Cheat 
could paſs, or ſuch a Legend be received, as the Goſpel of 
Chriſtians? And that they could be made believe, that 


they never had any other Gehe? The ſame Realon is 


as to the Bech of Moeſes; and muſt be, as to every 
Matter of Tad which has all the four Marks before men- 
tioned. And theſe Marks ſecure any ſuch Matter of 
Fad as much from being invented and impoſed in At- 
ter Ages, as at the Time when ſuch Matters of Fact 
were faid to be done. | YO, 

Let me give one very ſamiliar Example more in this 
Caſe. There is the Szonage in Saliſbury Plain; every 
body knows it; and yet none knows the Reaſon why 
hole great Stones were ſet there, or by whom, or in 
Memory of what. | 

Now, ſuppoſe I ſhould write a Book To-morrow, 


and tell there, that theſe Stones were ſet up by Hercules, 


Poly- 


LE 


Polyphemus, or Garagantua, in Memory of ſuch and 
ſuch of their Actions; and, for a further Confirma— 
tion of this, ſhould ſay, in this Book, that it was 
wrote at the Line when ſuch Actions were done, and 
by the very Actors themielves, or Eye I, itrefjes ; and 
that this Book had been received as T, and quoted 
by Authors of the greateſt Reputation in all Ages ſince. 
Moreover, that this Book was weil known in Zzzlaznd, 
and enjoined by Ad of Parliame:t to be taught our 
Children, and that we did teach 1t our Children, and 
had been taught it ourſelves when we were Children: 
I aſk any Deiſt, Whether he thinks this could paſs up- 
on England? And whether if I, or any other, ſhould 
inſiſt upon it, we ſhould not not, inſtead of being beliey- 
ed, be ſent to Bedlam? 

Now let us compare this with the Stonage, as I may 
call it, or z7we/ve great Stones {et up at Cilgal, which 
is told in the fourth Chapter of %% There it is 
ſaid, ver. 6. that the Reaſon why they were ſet up, 
was, that when their Children in Atter-Ages ſhould 
alk the Meaning ot it, it ſhould be told them. 

And the Thing, in Memory of which they were ſet 
up, was ſuch as could not poſfibly be impoſed upon 
that Nation at that time when it was ſaid to be done: 
It was as wonderful and miraculous as their Paſſage 
thro' the Red-Sea : I | | 

And withal free from a very poor Objection, which 
the Deiſs have advanced againſt that Miracle of the 
Red. dea; thinking to falve it by a Spring-Tide, with 
the Concurrence of a ſtrong Wind, happening at the 
fame time; which left the Strand to dry, as that the 
Iſraelites, being all Foot, might paſs thro' the oe 
places and Holes which it may be ſuppoſed the Sea left 
behind it: But that the Foypiians, being all Hor/e and 
Chariots, ſtuck in thoſe Holes, and were entangled, fo 
as that they could not march ſo faſt as the Haelites: 
And that this was all the Meaning of its being faid, that 
God took off their (the Zgyprians) Chariot-Wheels, 
that they drove them heavily. So that they would 

OE makg 
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make nothing extraordinary, at leaſt not mirarulous, in 
all this Action. | | 

This is advanc'd in Le Clerc's Diertatien upon Gene- 


is, lately publiſhed in Holland; and that Part, with 


others of the like Tendency, endeavouring to reſolve 
other Miracles, as that of Sodom and Gomorrah, &c. 
into mere natural Cauſes, are put into Eng; by the 
well known 7. Brown, for the Edthcation of the Deifls 
in England. 

But theſe Gentlemen have forgot chat the Ifaaelites 


15 had great Herds of many thouſand Cattle with them; 


which would be apter to ſtray, and fall into thoſe 
Holes and ozzzey Places in the Strand, than Horſes with 
Riders, who might direct them. 

But ſuch precarious and filly Suppoſes are not worth 
the antwering, If there had been no more in this Paſ- 
fage ihro” the Red-Sea than that of a Spring-1 ide, &c. 
ic had been impoſſible for Moſes to have made the I/ 
2/2225 believe that Relation given of it in Exedzs, with fo 
many Particulars, which themſelves ſaw, to be true. 

And all thoſe Scriptures which magnify this Action, 

2nd appeal to it as a full Demonſtration of the miracu- 
dus Power of God, muſt be reputed as Romance or 
gend. 

I ſay this for the Sake of ſome Chriſtians, who think 
it no Prejudice to the Truth of the Holy Bibie, but ra- 
ther an Advantage, as rendering it more eaſy to be 
believed, if they can folve whatever ſeems miraculous 
in it by the Power of /econd Cauſes; and ſo to make 
all, as they ſpeak, natural and eaſy: [Wherein: 1 they 
could prevail, the natural and ealy Refult would be, 
not to believe one Word in all thoſe ſacred Oracles. 
For if Things be not as they are told in any Relation, 
that Relation muſt be 74/e: And if falſe in Part, we 
cannot truſt i it, either in bole or in Part. 

Here are to be excepted Miſtramſlations, and Errors, 
either in Copy or in Preſs. But where there is no room 
for ſuppoſing of theſe, as where ail Copies do agree, 


there we mult eicher receive All, or reject All: I mean 
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in any Book that pretends to be written from the Mouth 
of God. For in other common Hiſtories we may be- 
lieve Part, and reject Part, as we fee Cauſe. 


But to return. The Paſſage of the Maelites over 


Jordan, in Memory of which thoſe Stones at Gilgal 


were ſet up, is free from all thoſe little Carpings be- 


fore-mentioned that are made as to the Paſſage thro? 
the Red-dca. For Notice was given to the 1/-ae/:tes the 


Day before, of this great Miracle to be done. 7/5. iii. 
5. It was done at Noon-day, before the whole Na- 


tion: And when the Waters of Jordan were divided, it 


was not at low Ebb, but at the Time when the River 


overflowed all his Banks, wer. 15. And it was done, 


not by Winds, or in length of Time, which Winds 


muſt take to do it; but all on a ſudden, as ſoon as the 


Feet of the Prieſts that bare the Ark were dipped in the 


Brim of the Water. Then, the Waters which came down 
from above fluad and roſe up upon an Heap, very far, from 


| the City Adam, that is beſide Laretan: And thoſe that 


came down towaras the Sea of the Plain, even the ſalt Sea, 


failed, and were cut off : Aud the People paſſed over, right 


againſt Jericho. The Prieſis ſtood in the midit of For- 
dan, till all the Armies of {/rael had paf/ed over. And 
it came to paſs, when the Prieſis that bare the Ark of the 
Covenant of the Lord, were come up out of the mid/i of Jor- 
dan, and the Soles of the Priefts Feet avere lifted up 1/077 
the dry Land, that the Waters of Jordan returned unto 
their Place, and flowed over all his Banks as they did be- 
fore. And the People came up out of Jordan on the tenth 
Day of the firſt Month, and encamped in Gilgal, on the ca 


Border of Jericho. And thoſe tavelve Stones awwhich they 
Tool out of jordan, aid Joſhua pitch at Gilgal, And he 


ſpate unto the Children of Iſrael, ſaying, Wien your Chit- 
dren ſhall aſe their Fathers in time to come, /aiing, If hat 
mean theſe Stones? Then fall ye let your Children kngaw, 
faying, Iſrael came over this Jordan on ary Lend, For 
the Lord your God drycd up the Waters of Jordan from 
before you, until abe avere gone over. That all the People 
of the Earth mig bi know the Hand of lde Lord, that it is 
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mighty : That ye might fear the Lord your God * ever. 
Chap. iv. irom ver. 18. 


If the Pailage over the Nl en had been only taking 


Advantage of a' Spring-Tide, or the like, how would 
this teach all the People of the Earth, that the Hand of 
the Lord aas mighty! How would a Thing no more 


remarkable have been taken Notice of thro" all the 
World? How would it have taught ae to fear rhe 


Lord, when they muſt know, that notwithſtanding all 
theſe bg Words, there was fo /ittle in it? How could 


they have believed, or received a Book as 7:uth, which 
they knew told the Matter fo far otherwiſe from what 
it was ? 

Bat, as: 1 faid, this Paſlage over Fora van, WHICH is 
here compared to that of the Red-Sea, is free from all 
thoſe Cavils that are made as to that of the Red-Sea; 
and is a further Atteſtation to it, being {aid to be done 
in the ſame Manner as was that of the Red-Sea. 

Now, to form our Argument, let us ſuppoſe that 
there never was any fuch "thing as that Paflage over 
Jordan: That thete Stones at Gitgal were let up up- 


on you other Occaſion, in ſome After-Age: And 


then, that ſome deſigning Man tavented this Book of 


Faſoun, and jaid, that it was wrote by Tofu at that 


time, and gave this Stonage at Gz/ga/ for a 1 


of the Truth of it: Would not every body fay to 


him, We know the Stonage at. Gz/eal; but we never 
heard before of this Reaſon tor it, nor of this Book of 
Foſhua? Where has it been all this while? And obere 
and hoxw came you, after ſo many Ages, to find it? Be- 
ſides, this Book tells us. that chis Pallage over Jordan 
was ordained to be taught our Children, from Age to 
Age; and therefore, that they were always to he in- 


ſtructed in the Meaning of that Stonage at G?/ea/, as a 
Memorial of it: But we were never taught it when we. 


were Children; nor did ever teach our Children any 
ſuch thing: And it is not likely that could have been 
forgotten, while ſo remarkable a Stonage did continue, 
which was ſet up for that and no other End! l 

| Ang 
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And if, for the Reaſons before given, no ſuch In- 


Poſition could be put upon us, as to the Storage in Sa- 
liſbury-Plain, how much leſs could it be as to the Sto- 
nage in Gz/gal? 

And if, where we know not the Reaſon of a bare 


naked Monument, ſuch a fam Reaſon cannot be im 


poſed, how much more is it impoſſible to impoſe up- 


on us in Aatons and Obſervances which we celebrate in 


Memory of particular Paſſages? How impoſſible to 
to make us forget thoſe Paſſages which we daily com- 
memorate; and to perfuade us, that we had always kept 


ſuch Inſtitutions in Memory of what we never heard of 


before ; that is, that we knew 1t before we knew it ? 

And if we find it thus impoſſible for an Impoſition 
to be put upon us, even in ſome Things which have 
not all the four Marks before-mentioned, how much 
more impoſlible is it that any Deceit ſhould be in that 
"i hing where all the four Marks do meet! 

'i his has been ſhewed in the firſt Place, as to the 
Matters oi Fact of Moſes. 7 

2. Therefore I come now (ſecondly) to ſhew, that, 
as in the Matters of Fact of Moes, fo likewiſe all theſe 


four Maris do meet in the Matters of Fact, which are 


recorded in the Gel, of our bleſſed Sawicur. And 


my Work herein will be the ſhorter, becauſe all that: 


is ſaid before of Meſes and his Books, is every way as ap- 
plicable to C&r7t and his Gebel. His Works and Mira- 
cles are there iaid to be done publickly, in the Face of 
the World, as he argued to his Accuſers, { /þake openly 
to the World, and in ſecret have I faid nothing. John xvili. 
20. It is told, Acts 11. 41. that three thouſand at one 
time, and Ads iv. 4. that about five thouſand at an- 
other time, were converted, upon. Conviction of what 
themſelves had ſeen, what had been done publickly be- 
fore their Eyes, wherein it was impoſſible to have im- 
poſed upon them. Therefore here were the two firſt 
of the Rules betore-mentioned. _ _ 
Then for the two ſecond ; Bapti/m and the Lord's Sup- 
fer were inſtituted as perpetual Memorials of theſe 
Things: And they were not inſtituted in After-Ages, 


but 
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ed to no Miracles, as he tells us in his Alcoran, c. © 
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but at the very time when theſe Things were ſaid to 


be done; and have been obſerved without Interrup- 
tion, in all Ages, through the whole Chriſtian World, 

down all the Way from that Time to this; and Chriſt 

himſelf did ordain Apoſtles, and other Minifters of his 

Goſpel, to preach, and adminiſter theſe Sacraments : And 
to govern his Church: And that always, 
Matth. xxvii. wnto the End of the World. And accord- 

20. ingly they have continued, by regular 

Sn cceſſion, to this Day; and, no doubt, 

ever ſhall while the Earth ſhall laſt. So that the Chriſ- 
tian Clergy are as notorious a Matter of Fa# as the 

Tribe of Levi amongſt the Jews: And the Goſpel is as 
much a Law to the Chriſtians, as the Books of Moſes to 
the Jeaus: And it being Part of the Matters of Fact re- 
lated in the Gebel, that ſuch an Order of Men were ap- 
pointed by Chrift, and to continue to the Eud of the 
World, conſequently, if the Goſpel was a Fiction, and in- 
vented (as it muſt be) in ſome Ages after Chri/?, then, 
at that time when it was firſt invented, there could be 
no ſuch Order of Clergy as derived themſelves from 
the Inſtitution of Chri//; which muſt give the Lie to 


the Goſpel, and demonſtrate the hole to be falſe. And 


the Matters of Fa# of Chriſt being preſſed to be true, 
no otherwiſe than as there was, at that time (when- 


ever the Deiſts will ſuppoſe the Goſpel to be forged) not 


only publick Sacraments of Christ's Inſtitution, but an 


Order of Clergy likewiſe of his Appointment, to admi- 
niſter them; and it being impoſlible there could be any 
ſuch Things before they were invented, it is as im- 
poſſible that they ſhould be received when invented. 
And therefore, by what is ſaid above, it was as impoſ- 
ſible to have impoſed upon Mankind in this Matter, 
by inventing of it in After-Ages, as at the Time when 
thoſe Things were ſaid to be done. | 

3. The Matters of Fa# of Mahomet, or what is fa- 
bled of the heathen Deities, do all want ſome of the 
aforeſaid four Rules, whereby the Certainty of Matters of 
Fact is demonſtrated. Firſt, for Mahomet, he pretend- 


e. 


825 


Oc. and thoſe which are commonly told of him paſs 
among the Mahometans themſelves but as legendary Fa- 
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bles; and as ſuch are rejected by the avi/e and learned 
amongſt them; as the Legends of their Saints are in 
the Church of Rome. See Dr. Prideaux his Life of Ma- 


 homet, pag. 34. 


But, in the next place, thoſe which are told of him 
do all want the two firſt Rules before- mentioned. For 


his pretended Converſe with the Moon, his Meſra, or 


Night- Journey from Mecca to Feruſalem, and thence to 
Heaven, &c. were not performed before any-body. 
We have only his own Word for them: And they are 
as groundleſs as the Deluſion of Fox or Muggleton a- 


mongſt ourſelves. The fame is to be ſaid (in the ſe- 
cond place) of the Fables of the Heathen Gods, of Mer- 


cury's ſtealing Sheep, Jupiter's turning himſelf into a 
Bull, and the like; beſides the Folly and Unworthineſs 


of ſuch /enjele/s pretended Miracles. And moreover, 
the Wiſe among the Heathen did reckon no otherwiſe 
of theſe but as Tables, which had a Mythology or my/= 


tical Meaning in them, of which ſeveral of them have 
given us the Rationale, or Explication. And it is plain 
enough that Ovid meant no other by all his Metamor- 


phoſes. 


It is true the Heathen Deities had their Prieſts: They 
had likewiſe Feaſts, Games, and other publick Inſtitu- 
tions, in Memory of them: But all theſe want the fourth 
Mark, viz. That ſuch Priefthood and inſtitutions ſhould 
commence from the Time that ſuch "Things as they 
commemorate were ſaid to be done; otherwiſe they 
cannot ſecure After-Ages from the Inpoſture, by de- 
tecting it at the Time when firſt invented, as hath 
been argued before. But the Bacchanalia, and other 
Heathen Feaſts, were inſtituted many Ages after what 


was reported of theſe Gods was ſaid to be done, and 


therefore can be no Proof of them. And the Prieſts of 
Bacchus, Apollo, &c. were not ordained by theſe ſup- 


poſed Gods, but were appointed by others, in After- 


Ages, only in Honour to them ; And therefore theſe 
Orders 
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Orders of Prieſts are no Evidence to the Truth of the 
Matters of Fact which are reported of their Gods. 

IV. Now to apply what has been ſaid, you may 
challenge all the Deifts in the World to thew any Ac- 
tion that is fabulous, which has all the four Rules or 
Marks before-mentioned. No; it is impoſſible. And 
(to reſume a little what is ſpoke to before) the Hiſto- 
ries of Exodus and the Ge/pe! could never have been re- 
ceived, if they had not been true; becauſe the Inſtitu- 
tion of the Prieſthood of Levi, and of Chri/t, of the 
Sabbath, the Paſſever, of Circumciſion, of Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper, &c. are there related as deſcending 
all the Way down from thoſe Times, without Inter- 
ruption. And it is full as impoſlible to perſuade Men 
that they had been circumciſed, baptized, had circum— 
ciſed or baptized their Children, celebrated Paſſovers, 
Sabbaths, Sacraments, &c. under the Government and 
Adminiſtration of a certain Order of Priefls, if they had 
done none of theſe Things, as to make them believe 
they had gone thro” Seas upon dry Land, ſeen the Dead 
raiſed, &c. And without believing of thele, it was 
impoſſible that either the Las or the Go/pel could have 
been received; | z 

And the Truth of the Matters of Fact of E2dus and 
the Geſel being no otherwite preſſed upon Men, than 
as they have practiſed ſuch publick Inſtitutions, it is 
appealing to the Senſes of Mankind for the Pruth of 
them; and makes it impoſſible for any to have invented 
ſuch Stories in Aiter-Ages, without a paipabie De- 
tection or tne Cheat when firſt invented; as impoſſi— 
ble as to have impoſed upon the Senſes of Mankind, at 
the Time when ſuch publick Matters of Fact were ſaid 
to be done, . 

V. I do not ſay, that every thing which wants theſe 
four Marks is falſe; but that nothing can be falſe which 
has them 4. | 

I have no manner of Doubt that there was ſuch a 

an as Julius Cæſar; that he fought at Phar/alia ; was 
killed in the Serate-Houſe ; and many other e 10 

act 


feguence at all to us, whether true or f? 
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Fact of antient Times, tho we keep no publick Ob- 


ſervances in Memory of them. 


But this ſhews that the Matters of Fact of Moſes and 
of Chriſt have come down to us better guarded than 
any other Matters of Fact, how true ſoever. | 

And yet our Deiffs, who would laugh any Man out 
of the World, as an irrational Brute, that ſhaygſd offer 
to deny Cæſar or Alexander, Homer or Virgil, their 
publick Works or Actions, do, at the ſame time, value 
themſelves as the only Men of Wit and Senſe, of free, 


| grocers, and unbiailed Judgments, tor ridiculing the 


iſtories of Moſes and Chriſt, that are infinitely better 


atteſted, and guarded with infallible Marks, which the 


others want. 

VI. Beſides that, the Importance of the Subject 
would oblige all Men to enquire more narrowly into 
the one than the other: For what Coniequence is it to 
me, or to the World, whether there was ſuch a Man 
as Cz/ar ; whether he beat, or was beaten, at Phar/a- 
lia; whether [{{zmer or Virgil wrote ſuch Books; and 
whether what is related in the Liads or Hneids be true 


or falſe? It is not Two-pence up or down to any Man 


in the World; and therefore it is worth no Man's while 


to enquire into it, either to oppoſe or juſtify the Truth 
of theſe Relations. | 


But our very Sculs and Bodies: both this Life and Eter- 


nity, are concerned in the Truth of what is related in 


the Holy Scriptures ; and therefore Men would be more 
inquiſitive to ſearch into the Truth of theſe, than of 
any other Matters of Fact; examine and ſift them nar- 
rowly, and find out the Deceit, if any ſuch could be 
found: For it concerned them nearly, and was of the 
laſt Importance to them. TE 

How unreaſonable then is it to rcject theſe Matters of 


Fact, fo fifted, ſo examined, and fo atteſted, as no other 


Matters of Fact in the World ever were; and yet to 
think it the moſt highly unreatonable, even to Madneſs, 


to deny other Matters of Fact, which have not the 


thouſandth Part of their Evidence, and are of no Con- 


VII. 
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VII. There are ſeveral other Topicks, from whence 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion is evinced to all 
who will judge by Reaſon, and give themſelves Leave to 
eonfider, As, the Improbability that ten or twelve poor 
Illiterate Fiſhermen ſhould form a Deſign of converting 
the whole World to believe their Deluſions; and the Im- 
poſſibility, of their effecting it, without Force of Arms, 
Learning, Oratory, or any one viſible thing that could 
recommend them! And to impoſe a Doctrine quite op- 
poſite to the Luſis and Pleaſures of Men, and all ævorlaly 
Advantages, or Enjoyments! And this in an Age of fo 
great Learning and Sagacity as that wherein the Gel 
was firſt preached ! That theſe Apoſtles ſhould not only 
undergo all the Scorn and Contempt, but the ſevereſt 
Perſecutions and moſt cruel Deaths that could be in- 
flicted, in Atteſtation to what themſelves knew to be 
a mere Deceit and Forgery of their own contriving ! 
Some have ſuffered for Errors, which they 2hought to be 
Truth; but never any for what themſelves knew to be 
Lies. And the Apaſtles muſt know what they taught to 
be Lies, if it was ſo; becauſe they ſpoke of thoſe 

Things, which, they faid, they had both 
Act. iv. 20. ſeen and heard, had looked upon, and hand- 


1. John i. 1. led with their Hands, &c. 


Neither can it be ſaid, that they, per- 
haps, might have propoſed ſome temporal Advantages 


to themſelves, but miſſed of them, and met with 87 


ferings inſtead of them: For if it had been ſo, it is 
more than probable, that, when they ſaw their Diſap- 


pointment, they would have diſcovered their Conſpira- 


cy, eſpecially when they might not only have ſaved 


their Lives, but got great Rewards for doing of it. 


That not one of them ſhould ever have been brought 
to do this! | 
But this is not all: For they tell us, that their Ma/- 
ter bid them expect nothing but Suferings in this World. 
This is the Tenor of all that Gel which the ytaught ; 
and they told the ſame to all whom they converted: So 
that here was na Diſappointment. 7 
| or 
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For all that were converted by them, were convert- 
ed upon the certain Expectation of Sufferings, and bide 
den to prepare for it. Chriſt commanded his Diſciples 


to take up their Croſs daily, and follow him: And told 
them, that in the World they ſhould have Tribulation : 
That whoever did not forſake Father, Mother, Wife, 


- Children, Lands, and their very Lives, could not be his 
Diſciples : That he who ſought to ſave his Life in this 
World ſhould 4% it in the next. | 


Now, that this deſpiſed Doctrine of the Croſs ſhould 


prevail ſo aniver/ally againſt the Allurements of Fleſb and 


hood, and all the Blandi/oments of this World, againſt 


tze Rage and Perſecution of all the Kings and Powers of 
the Earth, muſt ſhew its Original to be Divine, and its 
Protector, Almighty. What is it elſe could conguer 


without Arms, perſuade without Rhetorick, overcome 
Enemies, diſarm Tyrants, and ſubdue Empires, without 
Oppoſition. 3 

VIII. We may add to all this, the Teſtimonies of 
the moſt bitter Enemies and Perſecutors of Chriſtianity, 
both Jeaus and Gentiles, to the Truth of the Matter of 


Fact of Chrift; ſuch as Joſephus and Tacitus; of which 
the firſt flouriſhed about forty Years after the Death of 
Chriſt, and the other about /eventy Years after: So that 


they were capable of examining into the Truth, and 
wanted not Prejudice and Malice ſufficient to have in- 
clined them to deny the Matter of Fact itſelf of Chriſt : 


But their confeſſing to it, as likewiſe Lucian, Cel/as, 
Porphyry, and Julian the Apoſtate, the Mahometans ſince, 


and all other Enemies of Chriſtianity that have ariſen 


in the World, is an undeniable Atteſtation of the Truth 


of the Matter of Fact. 


IX. But there is another Argument, more ſtrong and 


convincing than even this Matter of Fact; more than 
the Certainty of what I /ee with my Eyes; and which 


the Apoſtle Peter called a more ſure Word, that is, Proof, 
than what he /e and heard upon the Holy Mount, when 


our bleſſed Saviour was transfigur'd be fore him, and two 


other of the Apoſiles: For having repeated that Paſſage, 
2 @ Proof of that whereof they were n, and 
* . | card 


4 
| 
| 


[24] 


Beard the Voice from Heaven giving Atteſtation to on: 


Lord Chrift, 2 Pet. i. 16, 17, 18. he ſays, v. 19. Ht 


have alſo a more ſure N. ord of a Prophecy, tor the Proof 
of this Jeſus being the Meſſiaßh; that is, the Propheſies 


which had gone before of Him, from the Beginning of 
the World, and all exactly fulfilled in Him. 


Men may diſpute an Impoſition or Deluſion upon 
our outward Senſes ; but how that can be falſe which 
has been ſo eng, even from the Beginning of the 
World, and ſo often, by all the Prophets, in ſeveral 
Ages, ſoretold ? how can this be an Impojition Or 2 
Forgery ? 

This is particularly inſiſted on in the Cafe of the 
Fews. And even the Deiſts muſt confeſs, that that 
Book we call the Oli Teſament was in Being, in the 
Hands of the Fezvs, long before our Saviour came into 


the World. And if they will be at the Pains to com- 


pare the Propheſies that are there of the Meiah, with 
the fulfilling of them, as to Time, Place, and all other 
Circumſtances, in the Perſon, Birth, Life, Death, Reſur- 


roction, and Aſcenſion of our bleſſed Saviour, will find this 


Proof what our Apo/t/e here calls it, a Light ſhining i in a 


dark Place, until the Day dawn, and the Day-ſtar arije 


in your Hearts, Which God grant. Here is no Poſli- 
bility of Deceit or Impoſture. 
Old Propheſies (and all fo agreeing) could not have 


been contrived to countenance a new Cheat ; and no- 


thing could be a Cheat that could fulſil all theſe. 
For this therefore I refer the Dei/ts to the Caſe © 


the Fes, | 


I defire them likewiſe to look there, Seck. XI. and 
conſider the Propheſies given ſo long ago, of which they 
ſee the ny at this Day with their own Eyes, of. 
the State of the Feavs for many Ages paſt, and at pre- 
ſent ; without a King or Prie/?, or Temple, or Sacrifice ; 


ſcattered to the four Vinds; ſifted as with a Steve 


among all Nalious; yet preſerved, and always fo to be, 
a diſtinct People from all others of the whole Earth. 
Whereas thoſe mighty Monarchies which oppreſſed the 
Jews, and which commanded the World * their 

urns, 


both could not be true. 


_ the Caſe of the Fews : But the Contradiction which they 
ſuppoſe is in their Comments that they put upon the Laar; 
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Turns, and had the greateſt human Proſpect of Per- 
petuity, were to be extinguiſhed, as they have been, 


even that their Names ſhould be blotted out from under 
Heaven. ® „ | 
As likewiſe, that as remarkable of our bleſſed Sa- 


&704r, concerning the Preſervation and Progreſs of the 


Chriſtian Church, when in her Swaddling-Cloaths, con- 
fiſting only of a few poor Fiſber- men: Not by the 
Sword, as that of Mahomer, but under all the Perſe- 
cution of Men and Hell, which yet ſhould not prevail 
againſt her. 

But tho' I offer theſe as not to be ſlighted by the Deiſſe, 


to which they can ſhew nothing equal in all profane 


Hiſtory, and in which it is impoſlible any Cheat can 
lie; yet I put them not upon the ſame Foot as the 


Propheſies before-mentioned, of the Marks and Com- 


ing of the Maſiab, which have been ſince the World 
„ 

And that general Expectation of the whole Earth, 
at the time of his Coming, inſiſted upon in the Caſe of 
the Jews, Sect. V. is greatly to be noticed. 

But I ſay, the foregoing Propheſies of our Sawioar, 


are ſo ſtrong a Proof, as even Miracles would not be 
ſufficient to break their Authority. 


I mean, if it were poſſible that a true Miracle could 


be wrought in ContradiQtion to them: For that would 
be for God to contradict himſelf. „ by 


But no Sign or Wonder, that could poſſibly be ſolved, 


ſhould ſhake this Evidence. 


It is this that keeps the Jews in their Obſtinacy ; 
tho they cannot deny the Matters of Fact done by our 


bleſſed Saviour to be truly Miracles, if ſo done as 


ſaid: Nor can they deny that they were ſo done, be- 


cauſe they have all the our Marks be fore mentioned; 
yet they cannot yield. Why? Becauſe they think that 
the Goſpel is in Contradiction to the Law ; which if it 


were, the Conſequence would be unavoidable, that 
To ſolve this, is the Buſineſs of 


eſpecially 
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e{pecially they expect aliteral Fulfilling of thoſe Promiles 
of the Reſtauration of Feruſalem, and outward Glories; 
of the Church, of which there is ſuch frequent mention 
in the Books of Moſes, the P/a/ms, and all the Prophets. 
And many Chrifiians do expect the ſame; and take thoſe 
Texts as literally as the Fes do. We do believe and 
pray. for the Converſion of the Fes. For-this End they 
have been fo miraculouſly preſerved, according to the 


Propheſies ſo long before of it. And when that Time 


mall come, as they are the moſt honourable and an- 


tient of all the Nations on the Earth, fo will their 


Church return to be the Mother Chriſtian Church, as ſhe 
vas at firft; and Rome muſt ſurrender to Jeruſalem. 
Jhen all Nations will flow thither: And even Exzetze/'s 
Temple may be literally built there, in the Metropolis of 
the whole Earth; which Zeru/alem muſt be, when the 
Fulneſs of the Genliles thall meet with the Converſion of 


the Jeavs, For no Nation will then contend with the 


Jeabs, nor Church with Feruſalem for Supremacy. All 
Nations will be ambitious to draw their Original from 


the Jews, whoſe are the Fathers, and from whom, as 


concerning the Fleſh, Chrift came. | 

Then will be fulfilled that outward Grandeur and Re- 
fauration of the Jews, and of FJeruſalem, which they 
expect, purſuant to the Propheſies. EEG 

They pretend not that this is limited to any parti- 
calar Time of the Reign of the Mah: They are 
ſure it will not be at the Beginning; for they expect to 
go through great Conflidis and Trials with their Mefſiah 


(as the Chriſtian Church has done,) before his final Con- 


gzeef?, and that they come to reign with him. So that 
this is no Obſtruction to their embracing . Chriſtianity, 
They ſee the ſame Things fulfilled in us, which they 
expect to themſelves; and we do expect the fame 
Things they do. 8 

I tell this to the Deus, leſt they may think that the 
Jeaus have ſome ſtronger Arguments than they know of ; 
that they are not perſuaded by the Miracles of our 


pleſſed Saviour, and by the fuifilling of all the Prophe- 


Cies in him, that were made concerning the Maſſiab. 


As 
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As I ſaid before, I would not plead even Miracles 
againſt theſe. | 


And if this is ſufficient to perſuade a Feav, it is 


much more ſo to a Deiſt, who labours not under theſe 
Ohjections. | | | 
Beſides, I would not ſeem to claſh with that (in a 
found Senſe) reaſonable Caution uſed by Chriſtian Wri- 
ters, not to put the Iſſue of the Truth wholly upon 
Miracles, without this Addition, when not done in 


Contradiction to the Revelatious already given in the 


holy Scriptures. 
And they do it upon this Conſideration, That tho' it 


is impoſlible to ſuppoſe that God would work a real Mi- 


racle in Contradiction to what he has already revealed, 


yet Men may be impoſed upon by falſe and ſeeming Mi- 


racles, and pretended Revelations (as there are many Ex- 


amples, eſpecially in the Church of Rome; ) and ſo may 
be ſhaken in the Faith, if they keep not the Holy Scrip- 


tures as their Rule. | 
We are told, 2 They. ii. 9. of him whoſe Coming is 
after the working of Satan, with all Power, and Signs, 


and lying Wonders, And Rev. xiii. 14. xvi. 14. and xix. 


20. of the Devil and falſe Prophets working Miracles. 


But the Word in all theſe Places is only Z Signs, 


that is, as it render'd, Mazth, xxiv. 24. ; which tho' 
ſometimes it may be uſed to ſignify real Miracles, yet 


not always, not in theſe Places: For tho' every Miracle 


be a Sign and a Wonder, yet every Sign or Wonder is 
not a Miracle. 
X. Here it may be proper to conſider a common To- 
pick of the Deiſis, who, when they are not able to ſtand 
out againſt the Evidence of Fa#, that ſuch and ſuch 
Miracles have been done, then turn about and deny ſuch 


things to be Miracles; at leaſt, that we can never be 
ſure whether any wonderful Thing that is ſhewn to us 
be a true or a falſe Miracle. 5 


And the great argument they go upon is this, That 
a Miracle being that which exceeds the Poaver of Nature, 
we cannot know what exceeds it, unleſs we knew the 
utmoſt Extent of the Power of Nature; and no Man pre- 
| B 2 tends 
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tends to know that; Therefore that no Man can ce-- 


rainly know whether any Event be miraculous ; and con- 


ſequently he may be cheated in his Judgment betwixt 
true and falſe Miracles. | 

To which I anſwer, That Men may be ſo cheated, 
and there are many Examples of it. | 

But that tho' we may not always &4zow when we are 
cheated, yet we can certainly tell, in many Caſes, when 
We are not cheated. | Pg 

For tho' we do not know the utmoſt Extent of the 


Poaber of Nature, perhaps, in any one Thing, yet it 


does not follow, that we know not the Nature of any 
thing, in ſome Meaſure, and that certainly too. For 
Example: Tho' I do not know the utmoſt Extent of the 
Power of Fire, yet I certainly know, that it is the Na- 
ture of Fire to burn; and then, when proper Feavel is 
adminiſtered to it, it is contrary to the Nature of Fire not 
to conſume it. Therefore if J ſee three Men taken off 
the Street, in the common wearing Apparel, and, 
without any Preparation, caſt into the midſt of a burz- 
ing fiery Furnace, and that the Flame was ſo ferce that it 
burnt up thoſe Men that threw them in, and yet that 
theſe who were thrown in ſhould walk up and down in 
the Bottom of the Furnace ; and I ſhould ſee a Fourth 


Perſon with them, of g/ri0us Appearance, like the Son 


of God; and that theſe Men ſhould come up again out 
of the Furnace without any Harm, or ſo much as the 
fell of Fire upon themſelves or their Chaths ; I could 
not be deceived in thinking that there was a Stop put to 
the Nature of Fire, as to theſe Men ; and that it had 
its Efe# upon the Men whom it 6zrzed at the ſame 
Time. 
Again; tho' I cannot tell how wonderful and ſudden 
an Increaſe of Corn might be produced by the Concur- 
rence of many Cauſes, as a warm Climate, the Fertility 
of the Soil, &c. yet this I can certainly know, that 
there is not that zataral Force in the Breath of two or 
three Words ſyoken, O multiply one ſmall Loaf of Bread 
10 fat, in the brea#;: of it, as truly and really, not only 
in Appearance and 5.4% to the Eye, but to fill the 1 
| 0 
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of ſeveral Thouſand hungry Perſons ; and that the Frag- 
ments ſhould be much more than the Bread was at firſt. 
So neither in a Word ſpoken, to raiſe the Dead, cure: 
Diiſeaſes, &c. | 
Therefore, tho' we know not the utmoſt Extent of- 
N the Poxwer of Nature, yet we can certainly know what 
is contrary to the Nature of ſeveral ſuch Things as we 
do know. | 
| And therefore, tho” we may be cheated and impoſed 
upon in many ſeeming Miracles and Fonders, yet there 
| are ſome Things wherein we may be certain. 
But further: The Dei/ts acknowledge a G, of an: 
Almigbty Poaver, who made all Things; yet they would 
| put it out of his Power to make any Revelation of his 
Will to Mankind. For if we cannot be certain of any 
Miracle, how ſhould we know when God ſent any thing. 
_ extraordinary to us? Nay, how ſhould we know the ordi- 
| nary Power of Nature, if we knew not what exceeded it? 
If we know not what is natural, how do we know there: 
is ſuch a Thing as Nature? That all is not Syperna-. 
' tural? All Miracles? And ſo diſputable, till we come 
to downright Scepticiſin, and doubt the Certainty of our 
outward Senſes; deſiring only this, that they would allow 
the Senſes of other Men to be as certain as their own :. 
Which they cannot refuſe, ſince, without this, they 
can haveno Certainty of their own. 
XI. Therefore, from what has been ſaid, the Cauſe is 
ſummed up ſhortly in this; That tho' we cannot /ze what 
was done before our Time, yet, by the Marks which I 
have laid down concerning the Certainty of Matters of 
Fa# done before our Time, we may be as much aſſured 
of the Trath of them, as if we ſaw them with our Eyes : 
Becauſe whatever Matter of Fat has all the four Marks [ 
before-mentioned, could never have been invented or | 
received, but upon the Conviction of the outward Senſes 
of all thoſe who did receive it, as before is demonſtrat- | 
ed. And therefore this Topick which I have choſen, | 
does ſtand upon the Conviction even of Mens outzward - | 
denſes. And ſince you have confined me to ore 7 opich, 
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{ have not inſiſted upon the others, which I have oniy 
named. „ 

XII. And now it lies upon the Deiſis, if they would 
appear as Men of Reaſon, to ſhew ſome Matter of Fact 
of former Ages, which they allow to be true, that has 
greater Evidences of its Truth than the Matters of 
Fact of Moſes and of Chrift: Otherwiſe they cannot, 
with any Shew of Reaſon, reject the one, and yet admit 
of the other. 

But I have given them greater Latitude than this ; 
for I have ſhewn ſuch Marks of the Truth of the Mat- 
ters of Fact of Moyes and of Chrift, as no other Matters 
of Fact of thoſe Times, however true, have, but 
theſe only: And I put it upon them to ſhew any For- 
gery that has all theſe Marks. . 

This is a ſhort ue. Keep them cloſe to this. This 
determines the Cauſe all at once. | 

Let them take Aid from all the Legends in the Church 
of Rome, thoſe pious Cheats, the foreſt Diſgraces of 
Chriſfianity, and which have bid the faireſt of any 
one Contrivance to overturn the Certainty of the 
Miracles of Chri/t and his Apoſtles, and whole Truth of 
the Goſpel, by putting them all upon the ſame Foot; at 
leaſt they are ſo underſtood by the Generality of their 
Dewoetees, tho diſowned and laughed at by the Learned 
and Men of Senſe among them. 

Let them pick and chuſe the moſt probable of all the 
Fables of the Heathen Deities, and ſee if they can find 
in any of theſe the four Marks before-mentioned. 


Otherwiſe let them ſubmit to the irrefragable Cer- 


tainty of the Chriſtian Religion. 
XIII. But if, notwithſtanding all that is faid, the 


Deifts will ſtill contend, that all this is but Prieſt- craft, 


the Invention of Prieſts for their own Profit, &c. then 
they will give us an Idea of Prieſis far different from 
what the intend : For then we muſt look upon theſe 
Prieſts not only as the cunningeſt and wiſeſt of Man- 


kind, but we ſhall be tempted to adore them as Deities, 


who have ſuch Power as to impoſe, at their Pleaſure, 
upon the Senſes of Mankind ; to make them _— 
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that they had practiſed ſuch publick Inſtitutions, enact- 
ed them by Laws, taught them to their Children, &c, 


when they had never done any of theſe Things, or 
ever ſo much as heard of them before: And then, upon 


the Credit of their believing. that they had done fuch 
Things as they never did to make them further be- 
lieve, upon the fame Foundation, whatever they 
_ pleaſed to impoſe upon them as to former Ages: I ſay, 
ſuch a Power as this muſt exceed all that is burma ; and 


conſequently make us rank theſe Prizfts far above the- 


Condition of Mortals. 


2. Nay, this were to make them outdo all that has 
ever been related of the 7fernal Poabers; for tho' their: 
Legerdemain has extended to deceive ſome unwary Be- 


| holders, and their Power of working ſome ſeeming Mi- 


racles has been great, yet it never reached, nor ever 


was ſuppoſed to reach, ſo far as to deceive the Senſes of 


all Mankind, in Matters of ſuch publick and notorious 
Nature as thoſe of which we now ſpeak ; to make them 


believe, that they had enacted Laws for ſuch publick 


Obſervances, continually practiſed them, taught them 


to their Children, and had been inſtructed in them 


themſelves from their Childhood, if they had never 
enacted, practiſed, taught, or been taught, ſuch Things. 
3. And as this exceeds all the Power of Hell and 


Dewils, ſo it is more than ever God: Almighty has dons 


fince the Foundation of the World. None of the Mi- 
racles that he has ſhewn, or Belief which he has re- 
quired to any-thing that he has revealed, has ever con- 
tradicted the outward Senſes of any one Man in the 
World, much leſs of all Mankind together, For Mi- 
racles, being Appeals to our outward Senſes, muſt de- 
troy with it all their own Certainty, as to us; ſince 
we have no other Way to judge of a Miracle exhibited 
to our Sexes, than upon the Suppoſition of the Certainty 
of our Ser/zs, upon which we give Credit to a Miracle 

that is ſhewn to our Sex/es. | 
4. This, by the way, is a yet unanſwered Argu- 
ment againſt the Miracle of Tranſubſtantiation ; and 
ſhews the Weakneſs of the Defence which the Church 
SE: | of 
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of Rome offers for it (from whom the Socinians have 
licked it up, and, of late, have gloried much in it 
amongſt us), that the Doctrines of the Trinity, or Incar- 
nation, do contradict all of theſe. Therefore the Com- 
pariion is exceedingly ſhort, and out of Purpoſe. But 


_ To return. 


ii the Chriſtian Religion be a Cheat, and nothing elſe 
but the invention of Priefts, and carried on by their 
Craft, it makes their Power and WViſdom greater than 
that of Men, Angels, or Devils, (and more than God 
himſelf ever yet ſhewed or expreſſed) to deceive and 
7-peſe upon the Senſes of Mankind, in ſuch publick and 
notorious Matters of Fact. | 

XIV. And this Miracle, which the Dei, muſt run 
into, to avoid theſe recorded of Mojes and Chriſt, is 
much greater, and more aftoniſhing, than all the Scrip- 
tures tell of them. OS 

So that thete Men who laugh at all Miracles, are 
now obliged to account for the greateſt of all, how the 
Senſes of Mankind can be impoſed upon in ſuch pub- 
lick Matters of Fact. | 

And how then can they make the Pries the moſt 
contemptible of all Mankind ; fince they make them 
the fole Authors of this the greateſt of Miracles ? 

XV. And ſince the Dei/ts (theſe Men of Senſe and 
Reaſon !) have fo vile and mean an Idea of the Prieſts 
of all Religious, why do they not recover the World out 
of the Poſſeſſion and Government of ſuch Blockheads ? 
Why do they ſuffer Kings and Szares to be led by them? 
To eſtabliſh their Deceits by Laws, and inflict Penal- 


ties upon the Oppoſers of them? Let the Dez/ts try their 


ands : They have been trying, and are now very 
buſy about it; and free Liberty they have; yet have 


they not prevailed, nor ever yet did prevail, in any ci- 
vilized or generous Nation. And tho' they have ſome 


Inroads among the Hottentots, and ſome other the moſt 
brutal Part of Mankind, yet are they ſtill exploded ; 


and Prieſts have and do prevail againſt them, among 


not only the greateſt, but beſt Part of the World, and 
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XVI. For as the Devil does ape God, in his Inſtitu- 
tions of Religion, his Feitls. Hacriſices, &c. ſo likewiſe 
in his Prieſts ; without whom no Religion, whether true 
or falſe, car ſtand. Falte Religion is but a Corrup- 


tion of cue: Che true was before it, though it be 


followed clote upon the Heels. 
The Keve/2tion made to Maſet is elder than any He, 
tory extant in the Heathen World. The Heathens, in 


Imitation of him, pretended likewiſe to their Rowela- 


tions; but I have given thoſe Barks which diſtinguiſn 
them from the true: None of them have theſe /our 
Marks before- mentioned. ; 

Now the Deiſis think all Revelations to be equally 
pretended, and a Cheat ; and the Prieſts of all Religions 
to be the ſame Contrivers and Fuoglers; and therefore 
they proclaim War equally agzinit all, and are equally 
engaged to bear the Brunt of all. © 
And if the Conteſt be only betwixt the Deiſes and 
the Prieſts, which of them are the Men of the greateſt 
Parts and Senſe, let the Efe&s determine it; and let 
the Deiſts yield the Victory to their Conquerors, who, 
by their own Confeſſion, carry all the World before 
them. | | 

XVII. If the Deiſts ſay, that this is, becauſe all the 
World are Blockheads, as well as theſe Pries who go- 


vern them; that all are Þ/ockheads except the Deiſ?s, 
who vote themſelves only to be Men of See; this 


(beſides the Modeſty of it!) will ſpoil their great and 
beloved Topick, in Behalf of what they call Natural 
Religion againſt the Revealed, wiz. Appealins to the 
common Reaſon of Mankind This they tet up againſt 
Revelation ; think this to be ſufficlent for all the jeg 
of Men, here or hereafter (if there be any Aſfter-State} 


and therefore that there is no Uſe of R-welatign, This 


common Reaſon they advance as infallible, at leaſt as the 


. farel} Guide; yet now cry out upon it, when it turns 


againſt them: When this common Sen/e runs after Rewe- 
lation (as it always has done) then <-m2 eis a 
Beaſt ; and we mult look for KReajon, not from the wn 
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mon Sentiments of Mankind, but only among the Beaux 
the Dei/ts. | 
XVIII. Therefore, if the Dei/ts would avoid the 
Mortification (which will be very uneaſy to them) to 
yield, and ſubmit to be /ubdued and hewed down before 
the Prieſis, whom of all Mankind they hate and de- 
Jpiſe ; if they would avoid this, let them confeſs, a: 
the [ruth is, that Religion is no Invention of Prie/s, 
but of Den. Original; that Prieſts were inſtituted by 
the fame Author of Religion ; and that their Order is a 
perpe:ral and living Monument of the Matters of Fact of 
their Re/f9/02, inſtituted from the Je that ſuch Mat- 
ters of fad were ſaid to be done; as the Lewvites from 
Moſes ; the Apz/tles, and ſucceeding Clergy, from Chriſt, 
to this Day; that no Heathen Prie/t; can ſay the ſame: 
They were not appointed by the Gods whom they 
ſerved, but by others in After-Ages: They cannot 
tand the Tet of the four Rules before-mentioned, which 
the 05 i/iian Priefts can do, and they only. Now the 
Ch; i/iizn Priefthoed, as inſtituted by Chrift himſelf, and 
COnti! incl by Succeſſion to this Day, being as ?mpregna- 
ble end flagrant a Teſtimony to the Truth-of the Matter: 
of Had of Chriſt, as the Sacraments, or any other pub- 
lick Iuſtitutious; beſides that, if the Prie/thood were 
taken away, the Sacraments, and other publick Iiſtilu- 
i, Which are adminiſtered by their Hands, mult 
ral with them; therefore the Devil has been mo! 
buſy, and bent his greateſt Force, in all Ages, againſt 
the Pric/:hood, Knowing that if that go down, ail goes 
With it. 

MX. With the Deiſts, in this Cauſe, are join'd the 
Dug err, and other of our Diſſenters, who throw off the 
Sicceffion of our Prieſthood (by which only it can be 
demonſtrated) together with the Sacraments and publict 
£e/tivals, And if the Devil could have prevailed to 
have theſe dropt, the Chriſtian Religion would loſe the 
moſt undeniable and demonſlrative Proof for the Truth 
of the Matters of Fad of our Saviour, upon which the 
ruth of his Doctrine does depend. Therefore we may 
fee the 4r/ifice and Malice 05 * Devil in all theſe At- 


tempers , 
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tempts: And let thoſe wretched Inſtruments, whom he 


ignorant) (and ſome by a miſguided Zeal) has deluded, 
thus to undermine Chriſtianity, now at laſt look back, 
and fee the Snare in which they have been taken! For 
if they had prevailed, or ever ſhould, Chri/tianity dies 
with them; at leaſt, it will be rendered precarious, as 


'a Thing of which no certain Proof can be given. 
Therefore let thoſe of them, who have any Zeal for 
the Truth, bleſs God that they have not prevailed ; 


and quickly leave them ; and let all others be aware of 


them. | | | 
And let us conſider and honour the Prieſthood, Sacra- 


ments, and other publick Inflitutions of Chriſt, not only 


as Means of Grace, and Helps to Devotion, but as the 
great Evidences of the Chriſtian Religion. 

Such Ewvidences as no pretended Revelation ever had, or 
can have: Such as do plainly diſtinguiſh it from all 
fooliſh Legends and Iinpoſtures whatſoever. 

XX. And now, laſt of all, if one Word of Advice 
would not be loſt upon Men who think fo unmeaſura- 
bly of themſelves as the Deus, you may repreſent to 
them what a Condition they are in, who ſpend that 
Life and Senſe which God hath given them in ridicut- 
ing the greateſt of his Beings, his Revelations of Chriſt, 
and by Chrift, to redeem thoſe from eternal Miſery, 
who ſhall be/zeve in him, and obey his Laws: And that 
God, in his wonderful Mercy and Wiidom, has ſo 
guarded his Revelations, as that it is paſt the Power of 
Men or Devils to counterfeit; and that there is no de- 
nying of them, unleſs we will be ſo abſurd as to deny 
not only the Reaſon, but the Certainty of the outward 
Senſes, not only of one, or #9, or three, but of Mau- 


kind in general: That this Cale is ſo very plain, that 


nothing but want of Thought can hinder any to diſ- 
cover it: That they muſt yield it to be fo plain, un- 
leſs they can ſhew ſome Forgery which has all the /our 
Marks before ſet down. But if they cannot do this, 


they muſt quit their Cauſe, and yield a happy Victory 


over themſelves : Or elſe fit down under all that Igno- 
miny with which they have loaded the Priz/?s, of being 
OF | not 
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not only the moſt pernicious, but (what will gall them 
more) the moſt incon/iderate, and inconfiderable, of Man- 
kind. 

Therefore let them not think it an undervaluing of 
their Worthineſs, that their whole Cauſe is compriſed 
within ſo narrow a Compaſs, and no more Time be- 
ſtowed upon it than it is worth. But let them rather 
reflect, how far they have been all this Time from 
Chri/tianity, whoſe Rudiments they are yet to learn; how 
tar from the Way of Salvation; how far the Race of 
their Lives is run, before they have ſet one Step in the 


Road to Heaven: And therefore, how much Diligence 


they ought to uſe to redeem all that Lime they have 
loſt, leit they loſe themſelves for ever; and be con- 
vinced, by a dreadful Experience, when it is too late, 
that the Goſpel is a Truth, and of the laſt Conſequence. 


THE 


1371 


1 £ 
TRUTH of Chriſtianity 


DEMONSTRATED, 
IN A 


DIALOGUE 


BETWIXT A 


CHRISTIAN and a Drisn, 


Whercin the Caſe of the Jews is likewiſe 
conſidered. 


out ſo againſt your own Happineſs, 
and employ your whole Wit and 
Skill to work in yourſelf a D:6e/ze# of any tuture Re- 
wards or Puniſoments, oaly that you may hve eaſy (as 
you think) in this World, and enjoy your Piafures. 
Which yet you cannot enjoy free and undiſturbed from 
the Fear of thoſe Things that are to come; the Event 
of which you pretend not to be feine of; and therefore 
are ſure of a Life that admits not of any Conjolation, and 
of a miſerable and *vretched Neath, according to the ut- 
moſt that you yourſelf propre 3 


(1) 1 £ is ſtrange you ſhould Aland it 


Des. 
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Dzisr. How can you ſay that? When I propoſe to 
live without any Fear of thoſe Things. I fear not Hell 
and I have diſcarded the ExpeQation of Heaven, be- 
cauſe I believe neither. 

CuR. Are you ſure there are no ſuch Things ? 

De. That is a Negative, and I pretend not to prove 

it. 
__ Car. Then you muſt remain in a Doubt of it. And 
what a Condition is it to die in this Doabt, when the 
Iſſue is eternal Miſery ! And this is the utmoſt, by your 
own Confeſſion, that you can propoſe to yourſel. 
Therefore I called yours a Di/be/ief, rather than a Be- 
lie, of any thing, It is we Chriſtians who beliebe; you 
Deiſis only diſbelieve. 

And if the Ede nut ſhoulo prove as you would have! it, 
and that we ſhould all be annibilated at our Death, we 
ſhould be in as good a Condition as you. But, on the 
other Side, if the Event ſhould prove as we expect it, 
then you are eternally erbe, and we eternally happy. 
Therefore one would think it the 4-i/c/7 Fart to take our 
Side of the Queſtion. 

Efpectally conſidering, that thoſe poor Pleaſures, for 
the fake of which you determine yourſelves againſt us, 
are but mere Amiſements, and no real Enoyments. Nay. 

we had better be without them than have them, even 
as to this Life itſelf. Is not Temperance, and a healih- 
ful Conſtitution, more pleaſaut than thoſe Pains and 
Aches, ſick Head and Stomach, that are the infeparable 
Companions of «Debauchery and Exceſs; beſides the 
CougIng our Reaſon, and turning ſottiſb in our Under- 
Standing ? 

Ds. We take Pleaſure in them for the Time ; and 
mind not the Conſequences. But however, a Man 
cannot believe as ne pleaſes : And therefore, notwith- 
ſtanding all the $/arious and all the terrible Things you 
ſpeak of, it makes nothing to me, unleſs you can evi- 
dently prove them to be lo. And you muſt ſtill leave 
me to judge for mylelt, after you have done all you 


Can. 
nun, 


„ 


from him, and that it would have a greater Efe& 
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Cux. What I have ſaid, is only to diſpoſe yon to 
hear me impartially, and not to be prejudiced againſt 
your own Happineſs, both here and herea/ter, | 

(2.) DE. Well, without more prefacing, the Cale is 
this; I believe a God as well as you; but for Revelation, 
and what you call the Holy Scriptures, I may think 
they were wrote by pious and good Men, who might 
take this Method of Speaking as from God, and 
in his Name, as ſuppoſing that thoſe good T houghts came 


upon the People; and might couch their Morals under 
Hiſtories of Things ſuppoſed to be done; as ſeveral 
of the wiſe Heathens have taken this Courſe, in what 
they told of Jupiter and Juno, and the reſt of their 
Gods and GoddeſJes : But, as to the Fa#s themſelves, 
believe the one no more than the other; or that all 
the Facts in Ovid's Metamorphoſes, or in AÆAſop's Fables, 
were true. | | N 

Cur. You ſeem willing by this to preſerve a re- 
ſpectful Efteem and Value for the Holy Scriptures, as 
being wrote by piaus and good Men, and with a good 
Dean to reform the Manners of Men; but your Ar- 
gument proves directly againſt the Purpcie for which 
you brought it; and makes the Penmen of the Scri p- 
tures to be far from good Men, to be not only Cheats 
and Impofiors, but Blaſphemers, and an Abomination 
before God : For ſuch theſe ſame Scriptures frequently 
call thoſe who preſume to ſpeak as from God, and 
in his Name, wacn he had not ſent them, and given 
them Authority to to do: And the Law in the 
Scriptures condemns ſuch to be fioxed to Death, as Blaſ- 
phemerc. 

It was not ſo with the Heathen ; their Moralifts did 
not uſe the She of, Thus faith the Lord; and their Phi- 
lofopncrs oppoſed and wrote againft one another without 
any Offence : For all the Matter was, which of them 
could rea beſt; they pretended to no more. | 

And for the Fads of the Fables of their Geds, them- 
{elves did not believe them, and have wrote the Myzho- 
{gy or Moral that was intended by them. 


De. 
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De. But many of the common People did believe 
the Facts themſelves ; as it is with the common People 
now in the Church of Rome, who believe the moſt ſenſe- 
leſs and ridiculous Stories in their Books of Legends to 
be as true as the Gojpe/; though the more wiſe among 
them call them only p7ous Frauds to increaſe the Devo- 
tion of the People. And fo we think of your Goſpel 
itſelf, and all the other Books you ſay were wrote by 
Men divinely inſpired ;: We will let you * them to 
cajole the Mob; but when you would impoſe them upon 
Men of gene; we muſt come to the 0 Tel! with you. 
Cur. That is what 1 deſire; and to ſee whether 
there are no more Exidences to be given for the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, that is, of the Hoy een, than are 
given for the Legends, and all the fabulous Stories of 
the Heathen Gods: And if fo, 1 Will give up my Argu- 
ment, and confeſs that it is not ia my Power to con- 
Vince you. 

Ds. I cannot refuſe to join Ye with you upon this 
To begin then: I deſire to know your Evidence, for the 
Truth of your Scriptures, and the Facts therein related. 

(3.) CR. If the Truth of the Book, and the Fats 
therein related, be proved, 1 tuppole you will not deny 
the Doctrines to be true. 

Dz. No: For if I ſaw ſuch Miracles with my Eyes, 
as are ſaid to have been done by Me, and Christ, I 
could not think of any greater Proof to be given, that 
ſuch an one was ſent of God. Therefore if your Bible 
be true as to the Facts, I mult believe it in the Doctrine 
too. But there are other Books which pretend to give 
us Revelations from God, and we mutt know which of 
theſe is true. 

Car. To diſtinguiſh this Book from all others which 
pretend to give Revelations from Cod, theſe four Marks 
or Rules were ſet down. 

I. That the Facts related be ſuch of which Mens out- 
ward Sex/es, their Eyes and Ears, may judge. 
[This cuts off enthiuſiaſtica] Pretences to Newelatian, 
and Opinions which may be propagated in the Dark, 

| | | and, 
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and, like the Tares, not known till they are grown up, 
and the firſt Beginning of them not diſcovered. ] 

II. That theſe Faels be done openly in the Face of 

the World. | . 

III. That not only publick Monuments, but outward 

Inſtitutious and Actions, ſhould be appointed, and per- 
petually kept up, in Memory of them. 

IV. That theſe Iaſtitutions to be obſerved, ſhould 
commence from the Time that the Fads were done; and, 
conſequently, that the Books wherein theſe Facts and 
Luſtitutionus are recorded, ſhould be written at the Time, 
and by thoſe who did the Fa&s, or by Eye and Ear- 
| Witneſſes, For that is included in this Mark, and is 
the main Part of it, to prevent alſe Stories being 
coined in After-Ages, of Things done many hundred 
Years before, which none alive can diſprove. Thus 
Moſes wrote his five Books containing his Actions and In- 
fitutions: And thoſe of Chit were wrote by his Di- 
citles, who were Eye and Ear-Vitneſſes of what they 
_ related : And particular Care was taken of this, as you 
may ſee, Acts i. 21, 22. upon chooſing one to ſupply 
the Place of Judas; Wherefore of theſe Men which have 
companied with us, all the Time that the Lord Jeſus went 
in and out among us, beginning from the Baptiſm of John, 
until that ſame Day that he was taken up from us, muſt 
one be ordained to be Witneſs with us of his Reſurrection. 
And St. John begins his firſt Ep:i/ile thus, That which 
aas from the Beginning, which awe have heard, which 
coe have ſeen with our Eyes, which ave have locked upon, 
and our Hands have handled———T hat which we had ſecn 
and heard declare ave unto you. | 
I have explained this fourth Mark, becauſe the Au- 
bor of the Detection, either wwilfully, or ignorantly, ſeems 
not to underſtand it. And this alone overthrows all 
the Stories he has told, which he would make a Pa- 
rallel to the Fachs of Moſes, and of Chriſt ; and there- 
fore alleges that they have all theſe four Marks. But 
he muſt begin again, and own that theſe four Marks 
_ fill ſtand an irrefragable Proof of the Truth of any 
Fact which has them all; till he can produce a 00 

. WAIC 
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which was wrote by the Actors or Eye-WWitneſſes of the 
Facts it relates, and ſhew, that ſuch Fags, having the 

other three Marks, have been detected to be falſe. 
Which when he can do, I will give him vp theſe four 
Marks as an inſufficient Proof, and own I was miſtaken 
in them. But hitherto they have ſtood the Teft ; tor 
he himſelf will not ſay, he has produced any ſuch 
Book in all his Detection. | | 

If he ſays, that Fas may be true, tho no ſuch Boot | 
can be produced for them, and tho? they have not all 
the aforeſaid Marks; I will eafily grant it. But all I 
contend for is, that whatever Fact has all theſe four 
Marks cannot be falſe : For example: Could Mo/es have 
perſuaded Six hundred thouſand Men that he had led 
them through the Sea, in the Manner related in Exodus, 
if it had not been true? If he could, it would have 
been a greater Miracle than the other. The like of 
their being fed forty Vears in the Wilderneſs, without 
Bread, by Mauna rained down to them from Heaven. 
The like of Chris feeding Five thouſand at a Time 
with five Loaves. And fo of all the reſt. The wo 
firſt Marks ſecure from any Cheat or Impoſture at the 
Time the Facts were done: And the 2 laſt Marks 
ſecure equally. from any Imnpoſition in After-Ages; be- 
cauſe this Book, which relates theſe Facts, ipeaks of 
itſelf as written at that Time, by the Actors or Eye- 
Witneſſes; and as commanded by God to be carefully 
kept and preſerved. to all Generations, and read publickly. 
to all the People at ſtated Times, as is commanded, Dear. 
xxxi. IO, 11, 12. And was practiſed, Jb. vill. 34, 35+ 
Neh, viii. &c. And the Inflitutions, appointed in this. 
Bozk, were to be perpetually obſerved from the Day of 
the Inſtitution for ever among.theſe People, in Memory 
of the Fas ;. as the Paſſover, Exod. xii. and ſo of the 

reſt. Now ſuppoſe this Bao to have been forged a 
thouſand Years after Mo/es, would not every one ſay, 
when it firſt appeared, We never heard of this Boot 
before, we know of no ſuch Iaſtitutions, as of a Paſſover, 
or Circumciſion, or Sabbaths, and the many Feaſts and 
Faſts therein appointed, of a Tribe of Levi, ny aT 7 
ernacle, 


* 
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4 bernacle, wherein they were to ſerve in ſuch an Order 
or Priefthoad, &. Therefore this Book muſt be an 
_ errant Forgery ; for it wants all thoſe Marks it gives of 


itſelf, as to its own Continuance, and of thoſe Inſtitu- 


tions it relates? No Inſtancè can be ſhewn, ſince the 
World began, of any Book, ſo circumſtantiated, that 
was a Forgery upon any People: I think it impoſſible; 


and therefore that the four Marks are ſlill an invincible 
Proof of the Truth of that Book, and thoſe Facts where- 
in all theſe Marks do meet. | | | 
Bat, ſince I am come upon this Subject again, I will 
endeavour to improve it, and give four other Marks ; 
ſome of which no Fact, however true, ever had, or can 


have, but the Fact of Chriſt alone. Thus while I ſup- 


port the Fact of Mo/es, 1 ſet that of Chriſt above him, 
as the Lord is above the Servant. And the Zeavs be- 
ing herein principally concerned, I will conſider their 
Caſe likewiſe as we go along: Therefore I add this 
fifth Mark, as peculiar to our Bible, and to diſtinguiſh 


it from all other Hiſtories which relate Facts formerly 


gens. 2 

V. That the Book, which relates the Facts, contains 
likewiſe the Law of that Peop/e to whom it belongs, 
and be their Szatute-Book by which their Cauſes are 
determined. This will make it impoſſible for any to 


coin or forge ſuch a Book, ſo as to make it paſs upon any 


People: For example: If I ſhould forge a Statute- Book 
for England, and publiſh it next Term, could I make all 
the Judges, Lawyers, and People, believe, that this was 


their true and only Statute-Book, by which their Cauſes 
had been determined theſe many hundred Years paſt ? 


They muſt forget their old Szatute-Book, and believe 
that this ew Book, which they never ſaw or heard of 
before, was the ſame ol Book which has been pleaded 
in Weſtminſter-Hall for ſo many Ages, which has been 


fo often printed, and the Originals of which are now 


"ove in the Tower, to be conſulted as there is Occa- 
Ion. | 


De. I grant that to be impoſſible. But how do you 
Cur. 


apply it? 
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Cnr. It is evident as to the Books of Moſes, which 
are not only a Hiſtory of the Jeaus, but their very Sta- 
tute-Book, wherein their municipal Law, as well civil as 
ecclefiaſtical, was contained. 


Pr. This is ſo indeed as to the Books of Mo/es, to 


which they always appealed ; 7% the Law, and to the 
Teſtimony ; and they had no other Szatute-Book. But 
this will not agree to your G /pel, which is no municipal 
Law, nor any civil Law at all, and no civil Cauſes 
were tried by it. ns 8 2 
Cnr. The Law was given to the Fews as a diſtinct 


and ſeparate People from all other Nations upon the 
Earth; and therefore was a municipal Law particularly 


for that Nation only of the Fews. But Chriſtianity 
was to extend to all the Nations of the Earth ; and 
Chriſtians were to be gathered out of all Nations; and 


therefore the Goſpel could not be a municipal Law as to 


civil Rights to all Nations, who had each their own 
municipal Laws: This could not be without deſtroying 
all the municipal Laws in the World, of every Nation 
_ whatſoever ; and then none could be a CHiſtian, with- 


out at the ſame time becoming a Rebel to the Government 
where he lived. This would have been for Chri/t to 


have immediately ſet up for ani verſal and temporal K1NG 
of all the Verld; as the Jeaus expected of their Meſſiah, 
and therefore would have made CHriſi a King: But he 
inſtructed them in the Hiritual Nature of his Kingdom, 
that it was not F this World, nor did reſpect their 
temporal or civil Matters; which therefore he left in 
the ſame State he found them, and commanded their 
Obedience to their civil Governors, tho' Heathen, not 
only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake. And as to 
the Law of Moſes, he left the Fes ſtill under it, as to 


their civil Concerns, ſo far as the Romans, under whoſe 


Subjection they then were, would permit them: As 
Plate ſaid to them, Je hawe a Law ; and judge ye him 
according to your Laab. 

But the G pe was given as the ſpiritual and eccleſi- 
aſtical Law to the Church, whitherſoever diſperſed 
through all Nations; for that did not interfere with 

their 
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their temporal Laws, as to civil Government ; and in 


this, the 5 Mar4 is made ſtronger to the Go/pe/ than 


even to the Law: For it is eaſier to ſuppoſe that any 
Forgery might creep into the unicipal Law of a par- 


ticular Nation, than that all the Nations, whither Chri/> 


tianity is ſpread, ſhould conſpire in the Corruption of 
the Goſpel, which to all Chri/tiars is of infinitely greater 
Concern than their temporal Laws: And, without ſuch 
a Concert of all Chriſtian Nations and People ſuppoſed, 


no ſuch Forgery could paſs undiſcovered in the Goſpel, 
which is ſpread as far as Chriſtianity, and read daily in 


their publick Offices. 


Dr. But 1 fay it is diſcovered, as appears by the 


Multitude of your various Lections. 


Cnr. That cannot be called a Forgery; it is no- 
thing but ſuch M:/akes as may very eaſily happen, and 


are almoſt unavoidable, in ſo many Copies as have 


been made of the Go/pe/, before Printing was known: 


And, conſidering the many Tranſlations of it into ſeve- 


ral Languages, where the 1dioms are different, and 


Phraſes may be miſtaken, together with the natural 
Slips of Amanuenſes, it is much more wonderful that 
there are no more various Lectious, than that there are 


fo many. 


But in this appears the great Providence of Cod, in 
the Care the Chri/tians took of this, that they have 


marked every the leaſt various Lefion, even ſyllabical : 


And that among all theſe there is not found one which 


makes any Alteration either in the Facts, or in the 


Doctrines: So that, inſtead of an Oljection, this be- 


comes a ſtrong Confirmation of the Truth and Certainty 
of the Goſpel ; which ſtands thus perfectly clear of ſo 


much as any Doubt concerning the Fas, or the Doc- 


trines therein related. 
But I will now proceed to a ſtronger Evidence than 


even this, and all that has been ſaid before, which I 


have made the ſixth Mark; and that is the Topick of 


Prophecy. | 
VI. The great Tac of Chrif/s coming into the 
World was prophe/ied of in the Oli Teflament from the 
| Beginning 
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2 to the End, as it is ſaid, Luke i. 70. By all th 
holy Prophets which hawve been fince the World began. 
This Evidence no other Fact ever had: For there 
was no Prophecy of Moſes, but Moſes himſelf did pro- 
pheſy of Chrift, Deut. xviii. 15. (applied As iii. 22, 23, 
24) ; and ſets the ſeveral Promiſes given of him. The 
firſt was to Adam, immediately after the Fall, Ger. iii. 
£5. where he is called the Seed of the Woman, but not 
of the Man; becauſe he was to have no Mau for his 
Father, though he had a Woman to his Mother. And 
of none other can this be ſaid ; nor that he ſhould brui/e 
the Serpent's Head; that is, overcome the Dewil, and 
all his Power. | 
He was again promiſed to Abraham, as you may ſee, 
Cen. xii. 3. xviii. 18. See this applied, Gal. ui. 16. 
Jacob did expreſly propheſy of him, with a Mark of 
the Time when he ſhould come; and calls him Shiloh, 
or he that was to be ſont, Gen. xlix. 10, 
Balaam propheſied of him by the Name of the Star 
of Jacob, and Sceptre of I/razl, Numb. xxiv. 17. 
Daniel calls him the Maſſiab the Prince; and tells 
the Time of his Coming and of his Death, Dan. ix. 25; 
26. | 
It was foretold that he ſhould be born of a Virgin, 
Ifai. vii. 14. in the City of Bethlehem, Micah. v. 2. 
of the Seed of Zee, Ifai. xi. 1. 10. His low Eftate 
and Suferings are particularly deſcribed, P/al. xxii. and 
1/ai. lili. And his Reſurrection, Pal. xvi. 10. That he 
mould fit upon the Throne of David for ever, and be 
called, Wonderful, the mighty God, the Prince of 
Peace, Ifai. ix. 6, 7. The Lord our Righteouſneſs, Jer. 
xxxiii. 16. Fehowah Tfidkenu (an incommunicable Name 
given to none but the Great God alone), and Immanuel; 
that is, God with us, Iſai. vii. 14. And Dawid, whoſe 
Son he was according to the Fleſh, called him his 
Lord, Pal. cx. 1. | 34 I | 
Ihe Cauſe of his Sz Ferings is ſaid to be for the Sins 
of the People, and not for himſelf, Jai. liii. 4, 5, 6. 
Dan. ix. 26. | | 


And 


2 


1 
And as to the Time of his Coming, it is expreſly ſaid 


(to the Confuſion of the Jeu now) that it was to be 

before the Sceptre ſhould depart from Judah, Gen. xlix. 

10. In the /econd Temple, Hag. ii. 7, 9. within ſeventy 
M eels of the building of it, Dan. ix. 24. that is (accord- 
ing to the prophetical known Stile of a Day for a Year ) 
within Four hundred and ninety Vears after. 


(1.) From theſe, and many more Prophecies of the 


NMaſſiab or Chriſt, his Coming was the general Expefation 
of the Jews from the Beginning; but more eſpecially 
about the Time in which it was foretold he ſnould come, 
when ſeveral falſe Meſiabs did appear among them: 
And this Expectation ſtill remains with them; tho' they 


confeſs, that the Time foretold by all the Prophets for 


his Coming is paſt, 


But what 1 have next to offer will be more ſtrange to 
you. You may ſay, it was natural for the Jeaus to expect 


their Meſiab, who was propheſied of in their Book of the 

Law, and was to be a Few, and King of all the Earth: 

But what had the Gentiles to do with this? There were 
no Prophecies to them. 


Therefore what I have to ſhew you is, that theſe 


Prophecies of the Meſſiah were likewiſe to the Gentiles : 


For it is ſaid, that he ſhould be the Expectation of the 
Gentiles as well as of the Fexws. And, Gen. xlix. 10. 


That the Gathering of the People (or Nations) ſhould be 


to him: In the Yu/gar it is rendered Expectatio Gentium, 
the Expectation of the Gentiles, He is called the Defire 
of all Nations, Hag. ii. 7. And I will ſhew you the 


general Expectation the Geztiles had of his Coming about 


the Time that he did come. 
They knew him by the Name of the Eat. Their 


Tradition was, that the Eaſt ſhould prevail; Ut waleſce- 


ret ORiENS ; as I will ſhew you preſently : But firſt 
let me tell you, that the Holy Scripture often alludes 


to him under this Denomination. The Blood of the 
great Expiatory Sacrifice was to be ſprinkled towards 


the Eaſt, Lew. xvi. 14. to ſhew whence the true Ex- 
piatory Sacrifice ſhouid come. And he is thus fre- 
Euently ſtiled in the Prophets; Zech. iii. 8. it is ſaid, 

| according 


Fact in the World, no not of all thoſe recorded in 


BT 4c 
according to the Vulgar, I will bring forth my Servant 
the EasT; and Chap. vi. 12 Behold the Man wwho/e 


Name is the EasT. Our Engliſb renders it in both 


Places the Branch; for the Hebrew Word bears both 
Senſes; but the Greek renders it AyaToay, which we 


tranſlate the Day-Spring, Luke i. 78. and put on the 
Margin Sun-ri/ing or Branch. The Yulgar has it Orien- 


ex Alto, the Eaſt, or Sun-riſing from on High, He is 
called the Sun of Righteouſneſs, Mal. iv. 2. And it is 
ſaid, Jai. Ix. 3. The Gentiles ſhall come to thy Light, 
and Kings to the Brightneſs of thy Rifeng. 


| (2.) Now, SIR, how literally was this fulfilled in the | 
Magi (generally ſuppoſed to be Kings) coming from 


the Eaſt, led by a Star which appeared to them in the 
Eaft, to worſhip Chriſt when he was born, and to bring 


Preſents unto him as unto a King? as it is told in the 
Second of St. Matthew. | 
DE. Why do you quote St. Matthew to me? You 
know we make no more of him than of one of your 


Legend Writers; and believe this Story no more than 
that theſe three Kings are now buried at Cologne. 


(3.) Cnr. You make great Uſe of the Legends, and 


anſwer every thing by them: And I confeſs they are 


the greateſt {front to Chriſtianity ; and (if poſſible) a 


Diſproof of it, as it muſt be to thoſe who will place 


them upon the ſame Foot with the Holy Bible, as too 
many do in the Church of Rome, and cry, we have 


the Authority of the Church for both; and they are 
taught to receive the Holy Scriptures upon the Authority 


of the Church only: But my Buſineſs is not with them 


now. I ſhall only ſay, that when they can bring ſuch 
Ewidences for the Truth of their Legends, or for any 
particular Fa&# in them, as I do for the Truth of the 


Holy Scripcures, and in particular for the Fact of Chriſt, _ 


then I will believe them. 

De, Will you believe nothing that has not all theſe 
Ewvidences you produce! | 

(4.) Crs. Far from it: For then I muſt believe no- 
thing but this ſingle Fact of Chri/t ; becauſe no other 


Holy 


CCCP 


1 R r * 


8 


[ 49 ] 
Holy Scriptures, has all theſe Evidences which the Fa# 
of Chriſt has: And ſo God has thought fitting, that 
this great Fad, above all other Fas, of the greateſt 
© Ghry to God, and Importance to Mankind, ſhould ap- 
pear with greater and more undeniable Evidence than 
any other Fa# that ever was in the World. e 
De. We are now upon the particular Tac of the 
Magi or wiſe Mez coming to Chriſt. Have you any 
more to ſay as to that? | | 
„ (f.) Cn. It has thoſe ſame Ewidences that the Truth 
of the Bible in general has; which are more than can 


A ev 
: TF 


e be produced for any other Book in the World. But 
\ now as to this Fact in particular; St. Matthexv was the 
E firſt who wrote the Gofpe/ ; and it was in the fame Age 
g when this Fact was ſaid to be done. And can you 
e , think it poſſible that ſuch a Fa# as this could have 

_ paſſed without Contradiction, and a publick expoſing 
uw of Chriſtianity, then ſo deſirable, and fo much endea- 
ur vouted by the unbelieving Jug, their High Prieſts, 
m Flders, &c. as the only Means for their own Preſerva-. 


- tion, if the Fad had not been notorious, and freſh in the 
d Memory of all the People then at Jera/alem; wiz. That 
re theſe avi/e Men came thither, and that Herod, and the 
a whole City were troubled at the News they brought of 
ce the Birth of the King of the Jeaus; that Herod there- 
do upon gathered all the Chief Prieſis and Scribes of the 


ve People together, that they might ſearch out of the Pro- 
re phets, and know the Place where Chri/? ſhould be born; 
ity and then the Slaughter of the farts, in and about 
m Bethlehem, and in all the Coa/ts thereot, which follow- 
ch ed I fay, could ſuch a Fa# as this have paſſed at 
ny that very time, if it had not been true? Could St. 
he Matthew have hoped to have palmed .this upon all the 


iſt, People, and upon thoſe very ſame Chief Priejrs and 
Hcribes, who, he ſaid, were ſo far concerned in it? 
ele Would none of them have contrad:/&ed it, if it had 
| been a Forgery? Eſpecially when the dere4ing it would 
no- have ſtrangled Chri/tianity in its Birth, Would not 
her they have done it who ſuborned alle Witneſſes againſt 
in Chriſt; and gave large Money to the Soldiers to conceal 
Joly C (if 


L 50 


(if. poſſible) his Reſurrection? Would not they have 


done it, who perſecuted CHriſtianity with all Spite and 
Fury, and invented all imaginable falſe Stories and Ca- 
lumnies againſt it? Whereas here was one at hand, this 
of the Magi, which if falſe, could have been ſo eaſily 
delected, by appealing to every Man, Woman, and Child, 
I may fay, in Jeruſalem, Bethlehem, and even in all Ju- 


dra, who no doubt, had heard of the terrible Mafjacre 


of fo many Infants, and the Cauſe of it. 


Ds. 1 can give no Account why the Writers againſt | 


Chr:/tianity did not offer to contradict this Fact of the 
Star and the Magi, which is put in the very Front of 
this Go/pel of St. Matthew: And there it is called his 
. ( Chrift's ) Star; We have ſeen his Star in the Eaſt As if 
God had created a new and extraordinary Star on Pur- 
pole, as the Signal of Chriſi hung out in the Heavens, 
to give the World Notice of his Birth. But did none 
of the heathen Philoſophers take Notice of this Star, or 
of this Relation given of it by your St. Mattheav ? 
(6.) CR. Yes. For Chalcidius, in his Comment 
upon Plato's Timeus, ſpeaking of the Preſages of Stars 
mentioned by Plato, adds, as a further Proof, Eſt quoque 
alia venerabilior & ſanction Hifloria— There is likewiſe 
another more venerable and holy Hiſtory. By which I 
doubt not he means this of St. Matthew ; for what he 


tells ſeems to be taken out of it. That, by the Rifing of 


à certain unuſual Star, not Plagues and Diſeaſes, but the 
Deſcent of the venerable God, for the Salvation and Be- 
refit of Mortals, æuas obſerved by the Chaldeans, who wwor- 
piped this God newly born, by offering Gifts unto him. 

DE. This makes thoſe Magi or wi/e Men to have been 
Chaldeans, who, I know, were the moſt noted then in 


the World for the moſt curious Learning, particularly 


in Aſtronomy : And they were likewiſe Eaſt of Jeruſalem: ; 
ſo that it might be well ſaid they came from the Eaſt, 
and had ſeen his Star in the Eaſt. But I cannot ima- 
cine how they ſhould read the Birth of a God in the 
Face of a new Star; and how that an ſhould fend 
them particularly to Feruſalem, though I may ſuppoſe 
it pointed them Meſtavard. | | 
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(7.) Cyr. This will be eaſier to you, when you 


know, that all over the Eaſt there was a Tradition, or 
fix d Opinion, that about that Time a King of the Jews 


would be born, who ſhould rule the whole Earth. And 


the Appearance of this extraordinary Star in the Eaſt, 
was taken by them as a Sigz that he was then born. 
And whither ſhould they go to look for the Xing of the 
Fewws, but to Jeruſalem ? And when they came thither, 
they enquired, ſaying, Where ts he that is born King of 
the Teas © For abe have ſeen his Star in the Eaſt, and 
are come to worſhip him. This made Herod gather the 
Prieſts and Scribes together: And they, by ſearching the 
Prophets, found that Bethlehem was the Place: Where 
upon the avi/e. Men went to Bethlehem. And, to con- 
vince them that they were right, the Star, which they 
had ſeen in the Eaſt, appeared to them again, and went 
before them, till it came and ſtood over where the young 


(bild vas: This made them reozce with ſuch an exceeds 
ing great Foy. | | | 


Dx. This would go down in ſome meaſure with me, 
if you could make good your firſt Poſtulatum, of ſuch a 


current Tradition or Opinion in the Eaſt : But for this 


you have given no ſort of Proof: And all the reſt, which 
you have inferred from thence, muſt come to the Ground 
with it, if it be not ſupported. I confeſs it would ſeem 
as ſtrange to me, as the Star to the w/e Men, if God 
had (we know not how, 1t 1s unaccountable to us) ſent 
ſuch a Notion into the Minds of Men, and at that time 
only, of ſuch a King to be born; and that he ſhould: be 
a Jeau (the then moſt contemptible Peop/e in the World, 
iubdued and conquered by the Romans) and that he was 
to be King of the Fewws, and thence to become King of 
all the Earth, and conquer his Conquerors. The Romans 
would have looked with Diſdain upon ſuch a Notion 
or Prophecy as this; it would have made ſome Sir 
among them, if they had heard of it, or given any 
Credit to it. | 
(8.) Cyr. You argue right. And I will ſhew you 
what Sir it made among them; and J hope you will 
take their Word, as well for this Eaſtern Tradition, as 


C 2 for 


U 567: 
for the Effects it had among themſelves : Nay they 
wanted not the ſame Tradition among themſelves, and 
expreſs Prophecies of it in their $S76y/s, and otherwiſe. 
So that the ſame Expedtation of the Meſſiah was then 
current over all the Earth, with the Gentiles as well as 
with the Zewws:. by © 

Tacitus, in his Hiſtory, I. v. c. 13. ſpeaking of the 
great Prodigies that preceded the Deſtruction of Feru- 
ſalem, ſays, that many underſtood theſe as the Fore- 
runners of that extraordinary Peron, whom the antient 
Bochs of the Prieſts did foretel ſhould come, about that 
Time, from Fadea,, and obtain the univerſal] Dominion; 
his Words are, Pluribus Perſuaſio inerat, antiquis Sacer- 
dotem Literis. contineri, eo ipſo Tempore. fore, ut valeſ- 
ceret ORIENS,. profedtique JUDEA Rerum potirentur, i. e. 
Many were perſuaded that it was contained in the old 


Writings of the Prieſts, that at that very Time the EAST 


fpould prevail, and the I ENS ſhould have the Dominion, 
And Suetonzus, in the Life of Yeſpafian, c. 1. n. 4. 
ſays, Percrebuerat ORIENTE foto wetus & conflans Opi- 
rio, effe in Fatis, ut eo Tempore, |JUDZ profecti Rerum 
potirentur ; 1. e. That was an antient and conſtant Opi- 
nion (or Tradition) throughout the whole EAST, that at 
that Time thoſe who came from JUDEA ſhould obtain the 
Dominion; that is, That ſome Jew ſhould be univerſal 
King. Therefore Cicero, who was a Commonwealths- 
Man, in his ſecond Book of Divination, ſpeaking of the 
Books of the Siby/s, who likewiſe foretold this great 
King to come, ſays, Cum Antiſtibus agamus, & quidvis 
potius ex illis Libris, quam Regem proferant : quem Rome 
poſt hæc nec Dii, nec Homines, & e patientar : i. e. Let us 
deal with theſe Prieſts, and let them bring any thing out 
F theje | Books rather than a King; whom neither the 
Gods nor Men will ſuſter, after this, at Rome. | 
But he was miſtaken, and had his Head cut off for 


_ writing againſt Kng/y Government. And others, more 


conſiderable than he, laid greater Streſs upon theſe | 
Prophecies, even the whole Sexate of Rome, as I come | 
to ſhew you. | | 
Whether theſe Sten gathered their Prophecies out of | - 
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the Old Teftament, is needleſs here to examine. I am 
now only upon that general Expectation, which was 
then in the World, of this great and univerſal King to 
come about that Time. | | 
(9.) The ſame Year that Pompey took Ferrſalem, one 
of theſe Oracles of the Sibz/'s made a great Noiſe, 
which was, That Nature was about to bring forth a King 
to the Romans. Which, as Szuetonins relates, in the Life 
of Auguſtus, c. 94. did ſo terrify the Senate, that they 
made a Decree to expoſe, that is, deſtroy, all the Chil- 
aren born that Year ; Senatum extierritum cenſuiſ/e, ne 
quis itlo Anno genitus educaretur ; That none born that 


Year ſhould be brought up, but expo/ed ; that is, leſt in 


ſome Wood or deſert Place to prri/h. But he tells how 
this dreadful Sentence was prevented; Eos gui graw!- 


das Uxores haberent, quod ad Je quifque Spem traberet, cu— 


raſſe ne Senatus conſultum ad Mrariuvi deferretur : That 
thoſe Senators, whole Wives were with Child, becaule 
each was in hopes of having this great King, took 
care that the Decree of the Senate ſhould not be put 


into the Ararium, or Treaſury ; without which, by 
their Conſtitution, the Decree could not be put in Exe- 


cution. And Appian, Plutarch, Saluſt, and Cicero, do 
all ſay, That it was this Prophecy of the Sibyls which 
raiſed the Ambition of Corn. Lentulus at that time, hope- 
ing he ſhould be this King of the Romans. Firgil, a 
few Years before the Birth of Chriſt, in his th Eclogue 


£ quotes a Prophecy of one of theſe Sibyls, ſpeaking of 


an extraordinary Perſon, to be born about that Time, 
who ſhould introduce a golden Age into the World, and 
reſtore all Things, and ſhould blot out our Sin5—— S7 
qua manent Sceleris Veſtigia Noſtri And calls him, 
Chara Deum Soboles, Magnum Jovis incrementum. Dear 
Offipring of the Gods, and great Son of Fove. He de- 
ſcribes a new State of Things, like the zew Heawers 
and new Earth, Iſai, Ixv. 17. Magnus ab integro Secto- 
rum Naſcitur Ordo. A great Order of Apes does begin, 
wholly New. And as 1/aiah deſcribes the happy State 


F in the zew Earth; that the Lion and the Lamb ſhould 
feed together, the Serpent eat Duſt, and that they 
By e e ould: 
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LY, 
mould not hart or deſtroy in all the holy Mountains, 


Iſai. Isv. 25. Virgil does almoſt repeat his Words. 
Nec magnos metuent Armenta Leones. Occidet & Serpen;, 
& fallax Herba Veneni occidet. And as God introduces 
the Grab, with ſaying, 1 will bake the Heavens, and 
the Earih, and the Sea, Hag. ii. 7. Virgil does in a 
manner tranflate it in this Eclogue, introducing the 

Great Perſon then to be born, and the Joy that ſhould 
be in the whole Creation. TT 1 


Aſpice convexo nutantem Pondere Mundum, 
Terraſque, Tractuſque Maris, Calumgue profundiin: 
flbice, venturo lætentur ut omnia Seclo. 


Lo! teeming Nature, bending with its Load, 
The Earth, the Ocean, and the Heavens high: 
Benoid, how all rejoice, to greet the coming Age. 


Here the Poet deſcribes Nature as in Labour to bring 
forth this great King, as the other Prophecy of the Sibyls, 
before mentioned, ipeaks : And he ſays, Aderit jam 
Tempus: That the Time was then at hand. Jam nova 
Progenies Carlo dimittitur alto: Now a new Progeny from 
Arawen deſcends. „ 

Aud he applies it to Saloninus, the Son of Polio the 
Conſul, then newly born, as if it was to be fulfilled in 
him. But as there was nothing like it in the Event, 
ſo theſe Words are too great to be applied to any 
Mortal, or the Reign of any King that ever was in the 
World; or to any other but to the Mah, the Lord 
of Heaven and Earth. 5 ä | 

(10.) De. But you know the Authority of theſe | 
Sibyls is diſputed : Some ſay, the Chriſtians did inter- 
polate them, and added to them, in about a hundred 
Years after Chriſt. | a 

CNR. It is true, the CHriſtians did often quote them 
againſt the Heathen ; as St. Paul quoted the Heathen 
Poets to the Athenians, Ads. xvi. 28. And Clem. Alex- 
andrinus, in his Strom. l. vi. ſays that St. Paul quoted 
the S7by/; likewiſe, in his Diſputations with the Gert:/e- ; 
and the Chriſtians were called Siby/lianits, from their 

fs quoting 
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quoting . Sibyls ſo often. But Origen, in his Anſwer: 
to Celſus, l. 5. challenges him to ſhew any Interpola- 
tion made by the Chr Miaus: and appeals to the Heathen 
Copies, which were in their own Pollethon, and 8555 
with great Care. 


But what I have quoted to you out of Virgil, was 


before Chrif? was born, and therefore clear of theſe 


Objections. | ; 
De. Then the Jones muſt have had fome hand in 


them; as likewiſe in that Zaſern Tradition you, have 


ſpoke of. 
CHR. If fo, you muſt ſuppoſe that the Teavs had it 


from their own Prophets. And this will be a ſtrong 


Confirmation, that the Tre of the Heyiab's Coming 
was plainly told in the Pr bels. 


(11.) DE. What ſay the Zexvs to this? For I cannot 
imagine how they can get off of it. 


Cur. Some of them tay, That the Maaß put off 


his Coming at the appointed 77ime, becauſe of their 


Sins: Others ſay, He did come at the Time, but has 
concealed himſelf cyer fince. 


Dz. Theſe are mere Excuſes : Do they pretend 


any Prophecy for this? But to what Purpoſe ? For theſe 
Excuſes ſhew, that Prophecies are no Pros; becauſe, 
if they may be thus put off, they can never be known; 


and they may be put off, and put TA to the End of the 


_ World. 5 
(12.) CHR. But now, SIR, as to your Point. If 


this general Eæpectalion, both Eaſt and I eſt, of the great 
King of the Jews to be born about that very J'ime 
that he did come, was occaſioned by the Tearifo Ira- 
dition of it, it ſtrengthens the Truth of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, whence the Fewws had it. But otherwiſe, if Gd, 


we know not how, did ſend ſuch a Notien into the 


Minds of Men all over the World, at that particular 
Time, and never the like, either before or ſince, then 
the Miracle will be greater, and the Atleſtation to the 
Coming of Chrift ſtronger ; and, as you faid, it will be 
more wonderful, and more convincing to you, than the 
Star was to the wiſe Men in the * 


C 4 Dr. 


= da oe * — 
— ———— 


. woot a 
wk 3 _ 


„ - 
— . 
— —— — 
— 


2 "Oe - 
—— — comm _mae_—__n—— 


—ä—— — — w_Len— Re Anand _— 


— — 


[ 56 ] 

DE. I muſt take time to anſwer this. I made no- 
thing at all of this of the Magi and the Star, and of 
Herod's ſlaying the Infants upon it; I thought it a ri. 
diculous Story, and to have no Foundation in the 
World. But when I ſee Suetonius telling us of the 
Decree of the Senate of Rome to deſtroy all the Children 

born that Year, and for the ſame Reaſon, for fear of 
this great King, that was then to be born ; I muſt think 

there was a ſtrange chiming in of Things here, one to 
anſwer the other; I know not how it happened ; By 
chance, or how ! 5 - 

(13.) Cir. You cannot imagine there could be any 

Concert in this Matter: That the Chaldeans, and Ro- 
mars, and Jeaus, ſhould all agree upon the Point, and 
hit it fo exactly, without any one of them diſcovering 
the Con:rivence ! Eſpecially when it was ſo terrible to 
both the Romans and the Jews, that they took ſuch 
dejberate Methods to prevent it, as to deſtroy their own 
Children ! | | 

Ps. It is ridiculous to talk of a Concert: I will not 
put my Cauſe upon that; would they concert what they 
thought their own Deſtruction? Beſides the Jews and 
Romans were then Enemies; and the Cha/deans were far 
off, and had little Correſpondence with either of them: 
And ſuch an univerſal Nozzon could not be concerted. 

Whole Nations could not be truſted with a Secret ; and 
if they all kept it, and againſt their own Intereſt 
too, it would be as great a Miracle as any in your | 
Bible. | 

(14.) Cur. How much more impoſſible is it to ſup- 
poſe, that there ſhould be a Concert between different 
Ages, between all the Ages, from Adam downwards, in 
all thoſe Prophecies of the coming of the Maſſiah? How 
ſhould they know it but by Reve/ation ? And would they 
have all agreed ſo exactly, as to the Time, Place, Man- 
ner, and other Circumſtances, if it had been a Forgery, 
contrived by different Per/ons, and in different Ages? 

15. This is an Argument which St. Peter thought | 
ſtronger than the Conviction even of our outward Senſis "= 
for, having ſet down what he, and the other two 2 

| nad 
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had both /eer and heard upon the Holy Ment, he adds, 


We have yet a more ſure Wer belt! is, a ſtronger Proof) 
of Prophecy, aubereunto you Wo well to tare heed, as unto a 
Light that jhineth in a dark Place, until the Daz dawn and 
the Day-Star ariſe in your Hearts, 2 Pet. 1. i9 And he 
inforces it thus, For the Prophecy came not, in old Time, 


by the Will of Man, but holy Men of God ſpake as they : 


were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 

Ds. Iwill grant his Argument fo far, that it is 
eaſier to ſuppoſe the Ser/es of three Men, or of all the 
Men in the World, to be impoſed upon, than that 
Adam, Abraham, and J, had concerted together: But I 
will not give you my Anſwer yet. Have you = more 
to ſay apon this Head of Prophecy? 

Cux. | necd ſay no more till your Anſwer comes; 
for you have granted that this Pruof is ſtronger than 
what we ee with our Eyes. 

(16.) But that your Anſwer may take in all toge- 


ther, I will give you ſomething further: I have ſet 


down already ſome of the great Prophecies of the Com- 
ing of Chriſt, his S»ferings, Death, and Ręſurrection. 
But there are others which reach to ſeveral minute Cir- 
cumſtauces, {ſuch as cannot be applied to any other Fact 
that ever yet happened, and which could not have 
been foreſeen by any but God; nor were known by the 
Adors who did them, elſe they had not done them. 
For they would not have fulfilled the Prophectes thut 
went before of Ci, in applying them to him whom 
they crucified as a falſe Chrijt. 

See then how literally "ſeveral of theſe Prophecies 


were fulfilled : As P/al. Ixix. 21. They gave me Gail to 


eat, and Vinegar to drink. Then read. Math. xu vii. 
34. They LaVEe him Vinegar to drink, mingiea ; avith (all. 
It is ſaid, P/al. _ 16, 17, 18. They pier reed my Hands, 
and my Feet 1 hey ſtand Haring g aud looking ufon me. 
They part my Garments among them, and caſt Lots upon iny 
Veſture. As if it had been wrote after Job, xix, 23, 14. 


It was merely accidental in the So/avers ; they would 


not tear his Coat, becauſe it was woven, and without 
Seam; 3 therefore they caſt Lots for its: Thus falfilling 
8 5 this 
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this Scripture, without any Knowledge of theirs; for 


they were Roman Soldiers, and knew nothing of the 
Scripture : Again, it is ſaid, P/al. xxii. 7, 8. All they 
that ſee me laugh me to ſcorn ; they ſhoot out their Lips, 
and ſhake their Heads, ſaying, He truſted in God, that he 
ewould deliver him; let him deliver him if he will have 
him. Compare this with, Matt. xxvii. 39, 41, 42, 43. 
And they that paſſed by reviled him, wagging their Heads, 
and ſaying . Come down from the Croſs. Likeawiſe alſo 
the chief Prieſts mocking him, with the Scribes and Elders, 
ſaid He truſted in God, let him deliver him now if he 
will have him; for he ſaid, I am the Son of God. It is 


they have pierced. His very Price was foretold, and 
how the Money ſhould be diſpoſed of, Zech. xi. 13. 
Fulfilled, Matt. xxvii. 6, 7. And his riding into Je- 
rujalem upon an A,, Zech. ix. g. which the learned 
Rabbi Saadia expounds of the Me/iah. That he ſhould 
{uffer with Malefactors, Iſaiab liii. 12. That his Body 
ſhould not lie ſo long in the Grave as to fee Corruption, 
Halm xvi. 10. LS 55 
Many other Circumſtances are told, which cannot be 
applied to any but to CHriſt. I have ſet down theſe few, 
that you may take them into Conſideration, when you 
think fir to give your Anſwer as to this Head of Pro- 
phecies : And you are to take care to find ſome other 
 Fa#, guarded with Prophecies, like this, or elle you 
muſt confeſs that there is no other Fae? that has ſuch 
Evidence as this. | 1 . 
7. But before J leave this Head, I maft mention 
the Prophecies in our Bible, of Things yet to come to 
the End of the World; and of the new Heavens and 
new Earth that ſhall ſucceed. | | | 
DE. Theſe can be no Profs here, becauſe we cannot 

ſee the /#!5//ing of them. BEE; | 
Car. You may believe what is to come, by the 
ſulfilling you have feen of what is paſt. But | bring 
this now to ſhew you, that there is no other Laau, or 
Hijtory, in the World, that fo much as pretends to this, 
| | | TIT EL 


faid again, Zech. xii. 10. They ſhall look upon me whom | 


their Deſtruction, Bebuld (fays he, ver. 25.) J haze 
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or to know what is to come: This is peculiar to the 
Holy Bible, as being written from the Mouth of God. 

You have ſeen how the Current of the Prophectes of 
the Old Tellament did point at, and centre in, that great 
Event, the Coming of the Meſſiab. 

When he was come, then he told us more plainly of 
what was to come after him, even to the Conſummation 
of all Things: And by what we have ſeen exactly ſul- 
filled of all he told us, to this Time, we muſt believe 
what remains yet to come. 

18. How particularly did he forete] the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, and the Temple, Matt. xxiv. And that that 
Age ſhould not paſs, till it ſhould be fulfilled ? And his 

very Expreſſion was literally tulfilled, That there ſhould 
not be left one Stone upon another in the Temple ; ſor 
the very Foundations of it were ploughed up by Turnus 
Rufus. See Scaliger's Cam. liagog. p. 304. 
When Feru/alem was firſt beſieged, it was full of 


Chriflians : But the Siege was raiſed unaccountably , and 


for no Reaſon that H, gives. In which time the 
Chriſtians ſeeing thoſe Signs come to paſs, which (7 
had foretold would precede its Deſtruction, and parti- 
cularly laying hold of that Caution he gave, %%% lee 


them that are in Fudza flee to the Mountains, and that in 


ſuch Haſte, as that he that was in the Field was not to 


return (to Jeruſalem) to fetch his Garment; or he on 


the Houſe-top there, to ſtay to take his 3 with him; 
2ccordingly all the CHiſtians left Feruſalbiu, and fled to 
Pella, a City in the Mountains: And as ſoon as they 
were all gone, the Romans returned and renewed the 


 frege. And ſo it came to pals, that when Titus lacked - 


the City, there was not one C-r//tian found there, and 
the Deſtruction fell only upon the unbeliccung Fexvs ; the 
others eſcaped, as Lot out of Sedom, by believing the 
Prediction of that Ruin. 

19. Another very remarkable reien of our bleſſed 
Lord, in that ſame Chapter, was, of the many falſe 


 Chrifis that ſhould come after him; and he warned 


the Jeaus not to follow them, for that it Wu be to 
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told you before: But they would not believe him: And 
accordingly it came to paſs. Toſephus, in his Antiquities 
of the Fews, l. xviii. c. 12. I. xx. c. 6. and de Bell. 
Jud. |. vii. c. 31. tells of abundance of theſe fa//e 
Mefſiahs, who appeared before the Deſtruction of Feru- 
Jalem, and led the People into the Wilderneſs, where 
they were miſerably deſtroyed ; the very Thing of 
which our Saviour cautioned them, ver. 26. If they 
ſay unto you, behold, He (that is, Chriſt) is in the De- 
ſert, go not forth, And, de Bell. Jud. I. vii. c. 12. Fo- 
ſephus ſays, that the chief Cauſe of their Obſtinacy, in 
that War with the Romans, was, their Expectation of a 
Meſſiah to come and deliver them; which brought on 
their Ruin, and made them deaf to the Offers of Titus 
who courted them to Peace. 
And ſince the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, there have 
been ſo many falſe Meſffabs that Fehannes a Lent has 
wrote a Hiſtory of them, printed Herbonæ, 1697. which 
brings them down as far as the Year 1682; and tells 
* lamentable Deſtruction of the Jeu, in following 
them 
20. But the next Prophecy of our bleſſed Lord, which 
I produce, is more remarkable than theſe, and of which 
you ſee the ſulfilling, in a great meaſure ; viz. That 
his Ge/pel ſhould prevail over all the World, and that 
the Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt it: And this 
told when he was Joo and deſpiſed, and had but twelve 
poor Fifcermen for his Followers: And that his Reli- 
gien ſhould conquer, not by the Sword, like Mahomet's 
but by patient Suffering, as Lambs among H olaes. And 
in this State the Church endured moſt terrible Perſecu- 
tions, when all the Rage of Hell was let looſe againſt 
her, for the firſt three hundred Years, without any 
Help but from Heaven only; till, at laſt, by the Di- 
vine Providence, the great Emperor of Rome, and other 
mighty Kings and Princes, without any Force or Com- 
pulfion, did voluntarily and freely ſubmit their Sceptres 
to Chri/t. uy | | 
No Religion that ever was in the World was ſo be- 
gun, ſo propagated, and did fo prevail: And hence we 
. aſſuredly 
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aſſuredly truſt, that what remains will be fulfilled, of 
the Promiſe of Chriſt to his Church in the latter Days. 

But I ſpeak now only of this Prophecy ſo long before- 
hand, and when there was ſo little Appearance of its 


coming to pals, ſo far as we have ſeen already. 


Let me here remember one particular Paſſage, fore- 
told by Chri/?, concerning the Woman who 
anointed his Body to the Burying, That where- Mark xiv, 
ſaever this Goſpel ſhould be preached through- 8 8,9 


but the ewholeIWorld, this alſo that ſhe bath 


done ſhall be ſpoken of, for a Memorial of her: And we 
ſee how it is ſpoken of to this Day. 


De. If this Book had been loſt, we had not heard of 
this Prophecy. 


Cux. So you may ſay. of all the Bible, or of any 
other Book ; but Providence has fulfilled this Prophecy by 


preſerving the Book : And it is a Prophecy that this 


Book, at leaſt this Fact of the Woman, ſhould be pre- 


ſerved for ever ; ; and it may be preſerved, though that 
Book were loſt. 


12. DE. When Prophecies are fulfilled, and the 
Events come to paſs, they are plain to every body ; 


but why might they not have been as plain from the 


Beginning? And then there could have been no Diſ- 
pute about them; as if it had been ſaid, that ſuch a 
one by Name, at ſuch a Time, and in ſuch a Place, 
ſhould do ſuch things, &c. 

CuR. Becauſe God having given Man Free-IWill, he 
does not force Men to do any wicked thing. And it 


would be in the Power of wicked Men to defeat a Pro» 


phecy againſt themſelves, as to the Circumſtance of Time, 
Plate, or the Manner of doing the Thing. For Ex- 
ample : If the Jess had known that Chri/? had told 


his Apoſtles he was to be crucified, they would not have 


done it; they would have /zozed him, as they did 
St. Stephen ; tor that was the Death appointed by the 
Law for Blaſphemy : 


Jam the Son of God, John vii. 59. x. 31, 32, 33. 
But Crucifixion was a Death by the Roman Law. There- 


And they ſeveral times at- 
tempted to have ſtoned Chr/t for this, becauſe he ſaid, 


fore 
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fore the Jeaus, to fulfil this Prophecy (but not knowing 
it), delivered Chri/ft to the Romans to be put to Death: 
Yet he told them ſo much of it, that after he was cru— 
cified they might know it ; as he ſaid to them, Joh. 
viii. 28. When ye have lift up the Son of Man, then ſhall 
ye know that I am he; and Chap. x. 32, 33, And I 
if be lifted up from the Earth, will draw all Men unto 
me: This he ſaid, ſignifying what Death he ſhould die. 
But they underſtood it not till they had done it: 'Then 
they knew what the /;f7:ng ap meant. And Chap. xviit, 
31, 32. When Pilate would have had them judge him 
according to their Law, which was Storing, they were 
cautious at this Time only, and ſaid, 4? is not /aauful for 
us to put any Man to Death; becauſe they were then 
under the Government of the Romans. But the next 
Words ſhew the Deſign of Prowidence in it, That the Say- 
ing of Jeſus might be fulfilled, which he ſpake, fignifying 
auhat Death he ſhould die. They had no ſuch Caution 
upon them, when they /ored St. Stephen after this; nor 
the many times before, when they took up S/ones to 
have /foned the fame Jęſus. | 5 

Then again, the piercing his Side with the Spear was 
no Part of the Roman Sentence of Execution, but happen- 
ed, ſeemingly, by mere Accident; for the Sentence of the 
| Law was to hang upon the Croſ till they were dead: 
But that being the Day of Preparation for the Sabbath, 


which began that Evening, ſoon after Chrift and the 


 Thicves were faſtened to the Croſs, before it could be 
ſuppoſed they were dead; therefore, That the Bodies 
might not remain upon the Croſs on the Sabbath Day, the 
Jews beſought Plate that their Legs might be broten 
(which was no Part of the Sentence neither, but done), 
leſt they ſhould eſcape when taken down: According- 
ly the Legs of the Thieves were broken, for they were 
yet alive; and the Reaſon why they broke not the 
Legs of Chri/? was, becauſe they /aav tj at he avas dead 
already; but, to make ſure, one o, the Sold pierced 
his Szde with a Spear, litile knowing that they were 
then fulfilling Prophecies, as that 4 Bone of him ſhould not 
be broken ; And again, They ſhall loch ou him awhom they 
| pierced. 
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pierced. As little did the Soldiers think of it, when they 
were caſting Lots upon his Veſture: And the Chief 
Prieſts (if they had known it, or reflected upon it) would 
not have upbraided him in the very Words that were fore- 
told in the xxii. P/a/m, which I have before quoted; And 


they would have contrived the Money they gave to 


Judas to have been one Piece more, or leſs, than juft 
thirty: They would not have come ſo punctually in 
the Way of that Prophecy, Zech. xl. 12, 13. They 
aveighed for my Price thirty Pieces of Silver: And they 
would not have bought any other Field with it, but eſ- 
pecially that of the Potter; which Zechariah there like- 
wiſe mentions. 5 | 

And as the Enemies of Chriſt did not know they were 


fulfilling theſe Prophecies of him, ſo neither did his Di/- 


ciples, at that time when they were fo doing; as it is 


ſaid, Joh. xii. 16. Theſe Things underſtood not his Diſ- 


ciples at the firſt ; but when Feſus was glorified, then re- 


membred they that theſe Things were written df him, and 
that they had done theſe Things unto him. "This makes the 
fulfilling theſe Prophecies yet more remarkable. | 

Where Providence flees that Prophecies will not be 
minded, they are more expre/s and plain; as likewiſe 
where the Paſſions and Iutereſis of Men will hurry them 
on towards {filling them: Thus Alexander the Great 
is deſcribed as plainly almoſt as if he had been named, 
Dan. viii. 20, 21, 22. And it 1s ſaid, That this Prophecy, 
which was ſhewed him by the High Prieft at Feruſalem, 


did encourage him in his Expedition againſt the Per- 
fans. But it is not ſo when a Man is to do feolif and 
wicked Things, and Things hurtful to himicli ; for if 
theſe were told plainly and literally, it would be in his 


Power to do otherwiſe ; unleſs C ſhould force his 


Mill, and then he would not be a free Agent. 


22. De. 1 muſt have recourſe to the Jesus, in An- 


ſer to theſe Prephecies of the Meſſiah, which you have 


brought: For they, owning theſe Scriptures as Rewela- 
tions given them by God, muſt have ſome Solution or 
other for them; oz elle give themſelves up as felt-con- 
demned; 

CHR, 
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Cur, The Anſwers the Jews give will convince 
you the more, and render them indeed ſelf-condemned, 

Before the Coming of Chri/?, the Jews underſtood 
theſe Texts, as we do, to be certainly meant of the Me/- 
fiah, and of none other; but, ſince that time they have 
forced themſelves to put the moſt ſtrained and contra- 
dictory Meanings upon them; for they agree not in 
their Expoſitions; and the one does manifeſtly deſtroy 
the other: Thus that Text I before quoted, Gex. xlix. 
10. was underſtood, by the Chaldee and antient Feavi/6 
Interpreters, to be meant of the Me-frah, 


; 1 70 5 
Yet of their modern Rabbies, ſome ſay, that it was 


meant of Moſes. But others reje& that; Fir/?, Becauſe 
it is plain that the Gathering of the Nations or Gentiles 
was not to Moſes. Secondly, Becauſe the Sceptre was 
not given to Fudah till long after Moſes. The firſt of 
it that appears was, Judg. xx. 18. when Judah was 
commanded by God to go up fit, and lead the reſt of 
the Tribes: And David was the firſt King of the Tribe 
of Fudah. Thirdly, Becauſe Mojes did propheſy of a 
greater than himſelf to come, to whom the People 
ſhould hearken, Deut. xviit. 15, 18, 19. 


For theſe Reaſons, other Rabbies ſay, it could not 
be meant of Moyes ; but they apply it to the Tabernacle 


at Shiloh. This was only for the ſake of the Word 


Shiloh; for otherwiſe it bears no Reſemblance either to 
the Gathering of the Gentiles, or the Sceptre of Ju- 


dah. And though the Houſe of God was firſt ſet up 
at SHilob, yet it was removed from thence, and eſta- 
bliſned at Feru/alem ; which was the Place of which 
Moſes ſpoke, that God would place his Name there, as 
] ſhall ſhew you preſently. | | 

This Interpretation thereof being rejected, other 
Rabbies fay, That this Prophe/y mult be meant of the 
Meſſiah ; but that by the Word Srepzre is not to be un- 
derſtood a Sceptre of Rule and Government, but of Car- 


reclion and Puniſhment, and that this ſhould not depart 


from Judah till Shiloh came; but the Text explaining 
Sceptre by the Word Lawwgiver, that the ' Sceptre ſhould 
not depart from Judab, nor a Lawgiver from between 
| his 
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his Feet until &iloh came, overthrows this Interpreta- 
tion, and ſhews the Sceptre here mentioned, to be 
meant of a Sreptre of Rule and Government. Again, 
Joſbua gave them Reſt from their Enemies round about: 
And the Land had Reſt many Years under their Judges: 
And Dawid delivered them out of the Hands of their 
Enemies: And under Solomon they were the richeft and 
happieſt People upon Earth: And frequently after they 
were in good Condition, and at Eaſe: So that the 
Sceptre of Correction did often depart from them before 
Shilch came. 

1 his is ſo evident, that others of them allow this 


Sceptre to be a Sceptre of Government; but they ſay the 


Meaning is. That the Sceptre ſhall not finally or fer 


ever de part from Judah, becauſe the Meſſeab will come 
and reſtore it to Judah again. But this is adding to the 


Text, and making a new Text of it, and quite different 
from the former; nay, directly oppoſite to it: For the 
Text ſpeaks only of the Departing of the Sceptre, but 


nothing of the reſloring it: And it cannot be re/tored till ; 


once it is departed: Therefore this Expoſition, ſaying 
it hall deport, and the Text, ſaying it Shall not depart, 
are directly contrary. 

Laſtly, There are others who throw aſide all theſe 
Excuſes, and ſay, That the Sceptre or Dominion is not 
yet departed from Judah; for that ſome Jexv or other 
may have ſome Sort of Rule or Government in ſome 
Part or other of the World, tho' we know it not. 


De. As if the Jess (who hold the beſt Correſpon- 
dence with one another of any People) could not tell 


this Place, if there were any ſuch, where they were 
governed by their own Laws, and by Governors of 
their own Nation, though in Subjection to the Goverr- 
ment of the Country where they lived ! 


Theſe Salboes of the Fewws are contradiftory to each 


other ; they are poor e, and ſhew their Cauſes to 
be perfectly deſtitute. 


But I have an Objection againſt this Prophecy, which 


affects both Jews and Chriſtians, That the regal Sceptre 
did depart from the Tribe of Judah long before your 
_ Shileh came. 

Cur, 
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Cu. Firſi, This Prophecy does not call the Sceptre a 
regal Sceptre ; and, therefore, denotes only Government 
an the general. | 

Secondly, 'The whole Land and the Nation took their 
Name from Judah : It was called the Land of Judah, 
and the Nation took the Name of Jeaus, from Fudah; as 
before that, of Hebrews, from Heber their Progenitor, 
Ger. x. 25. And this Prophecy ſpoke of thoſe Limes 
when Judah ſhould be the Father of his Country, and 
the whole Nation ſhould be comprehended under the 
Name of Judah; and therefore Judah holds the Sceptre 
Where ever a Jeaus governs. Beſides, the Words Sceptre 
and Throne are uſed in relation to inferior Governors, to 
tributary Kings, and Kings in Captivity. Thus it is 
ſaid that thirty-/even Years after the Captivity of Judah, 
the King of Babylon ſet the Throne of Jehoijachin, King 
of Fudah, above the Thrones of the Kings that were 
with him in Babylon, 2 Kings xxv. 27, 28. This was 
more than half the Time of the Captivity; and this 
was continued to Fehorjachin all the Days of hrs Life 

(Ver. 29, 30.) which might laſt till the End, or near 
the End, of the Cap7ivity. But, beſides the King, the 
[Jews had Governors of their own Nation allowed them, 
who were their Archentes, or Rulers ; and they enjoyed 
their own Laws, though in Subjection to the Xing of 


Babylon. The Elders of Fudah (which was a Name of : 


Government ) are mentioned in the Captivity, Ez. viii. 
1. And the Chief of the Fathers of Judah, and the 
Prieſts, and the Lewites, Ezra i. 5. And after the Cap- 
tivity they had a T:i;/hatha or Governor of their own 
Nation, Exra ii. 63. Neb. viii. 9. And the 7 hrone of the 
Governor is named, Neh. ili. 7. So that here was ſtill the 
Throne and Sceptre of Judah. | 


And from the Time of the Maccabees to their Con- 
queſt by the Romans, the ſupreme Authority was in their 


High Prieſts ; as it was afterwards, but in Subjection 


to the Romans; and they enjoyed their own Laws. | 


Pilate ſaid unto them, Take ye him, and judge him ac- 
cording to your Law, John. xviii. 31. And though they 
anſwered, 1t is not lawful for us to put any Man to Death, 


the Reaſon is given in the next Verſe, That the we 5 
of | 


| 
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of Jeſus might be fulfilled which he ſpake, fignifying what 


Death he fhould die: For Crucifixion was a Roman Death; 


but Stoning, by the Law of Moſes, was the Death for 


Blaſphemy, of which they accuſed him. And they 
afterwards /*oned St. Stephen, for the ſame (alleged) 
Crime, according to their earn Law. Their High Prieſis 


and Council had full Liberty to meet when they pleaſed, 


and to act according to their Law. And Chriſt himſelf 


owns, they ſat in Moſes's Scat, Mat. xxiii. 2. The High 


Pr:2/i ſat to judge St. Paul, who applied to him that 
Text. #xod. xxli. 28. Thou jhalt not revile the Gods, 
nor ccur/e the Ruler of thy People, or ſpea Evil of him, as 
the le renders it, Js xxiii. 5. So that here the 


Government was {till in the Jeu, though in Subjection 


to the Ryzzan: And thus it continued till the Deſtruction 
of Feruſalem, and the Yemple, by the Romans. But, 
fince that time, they are diſperſed in all Countries, and 
have 0 Governcr or Ruler of their own in any. The 


Sceßtre is entirely departed from them. 


Dx. It is impoſſible but the Jeavs muſt ſee the Dif- 
ference of their State before the Deſtruction of Jeru- 


ſalem, and ſince; and of their Condition as to Go- 


verament in their ſeveral Captivities, and now in their 


Diſperſion. In the former, they had ſtill a Face of 


Goverament left among themſelves; but now, none at 


all. And their Excuſes, which you have mentioned, 
render them indeed condemned. 


What do they ſay to that Text you have quoted, Jer. 


XXXi11. 17, &c. That David ſhould never want a Son to 


tit upon his Throne, &c. You Chriſtians apply it to 


Chriſt, who was called the Sou of David: But to whom 
do the Jews apply it? . 
_ Cur. Some of them ſay, That David will be raiſed 
from the Dead, and made immortal, to fulfil this Pro- 
PRecy. Others ſay, That after the Meſſiab, who is to 
e of the Seed of Daw:d, he ſhall thenceforward no 
more want a Son, &c. . TEL 
De. Both theſe Interpretations are in flat Contra- 
diction to the Text. The Text ſays, ſhall never wart. 
Theſe ſay, all want for a long Time; they muſt 1 
feſs 
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to fit in Mo/es's Seat, or on the Throne of Dawid, tho' in 


Subjection to their Enemies, as they had in the worſt of 
their Captivities ; but have not now in their Diſperſion. 


But is there any Difference betwixt what you call the 
Cathedra or Seat of Moſes, and the Throne of David? 


_ Cur. None as to Government : For Moſes was King | 
in Jeſburun, Deut. xxxiii. 5. But David was the firſt | 


King of the Tribe of Judah; which was to be the Name 
of the whole Nation. And Chriſt was called the King 


of the 7ews: It was the Title ſet upon his Cro/s : But | 


after him none ever had that Title to this Day. 

De. This is not to be anſwered by the Jews. But 
pray what Perſon is it, do they ſay, was meant in the 
Ji. of Jaiab, which you have quoted? | | 

Cur. They will not have it to be any Peron at all. 
For they can find none, except our Chriſt, to whom 
theſe Prophecies can any way be applied. Therefore, 
they ſay, it muſt be meant of the Nation of the Jenas; 
whole Syfferings, &c. are there deſcribed in the Name 
of a Perſon, by which the People are to be underſtood. 

DE. But the People and the Perſon, there deſcribed as 
ſuffering, &c. are plainly contradiſtinguiſhed. It is ſaid, 
ver. 8. For the J ranſgreſſion of my PEOPLE was HE 
firicken, And ver. 3, 4, &c. We (the People) eſteemed 
him not. All We (the People) like Sheep have gone aſtray 
- And the Lord hath laid on Him the Iniquity of Us 
all; that is, of the People, who are here called FYched : 


But he is called, My righteous Servant, who did no Vi- 
Therefore 
this People and the Perſon here ſpoke of could not be 
the ſame: They are oppoſed to each other: The one 


lence, neither was any Deceit in his Mouth, 


called righteous, the other wicked: The one to die for 


the other, and to 7u/7ify the other. By his Knowlege | 


ſhall my righteous Servant juſtify many, &C. 


Car. The Fews, before Chri/! came, underſtood this 


Prophecy of the Meffah; as indeed it can be applied to 
none other. But the Fewws ſince Chri/?, to avoid the 
Force of this, and other Prophecies which ſpeak of 

| | | the 


feſs now for near eighteen hundred Years together; and | 
how much longer they cannot tell. They have had none“ 
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| © the Suferings and Death of the Me//iah, have invented 
tuo Ne abs; one Ben- Joſeph, of the Tribe of Ephraim, 
who is to be the /uffering Meſſiah; the other Ben-David, 


of the Tribe of Judah, who is to triumph gloriouſly; 
and ſhall raiſe from the Dead all the A ona: and 
among them the firſt Miah, Ben-Foſeph. 


Dx. Does the Scripture ſpeak of tao Meffiahs, and 
the one railing the other ? 


CHR. No, not a Word; but only of the Meſſah ; 


which ſhews it ſpoke only of ave; But! it mentions the 
twofold State of this Meſſiah ; the firſt ſuffering, the 
ſecond triumphing: Whence the modern Fewws have 
framed to themſelves theſe #avo Meas. 


De. This is ſhameful ! and plainiy to avoid the 
Prophecies againſt them. 


CHR. This of 1/aiah is fully explained, Dan. ix. 24, 


c. where it is ſaid, that the Meſiah the Prince ſhould 


be cut off, but not for himſelf, but tor the Tranſgreſſions 
of the People, to make an Fnd of Sins, and to make Re- 

conciliation for Iniquity. And that this was to be within 
our hundred and ninety Years after the Building of the 
| ſecond Temple, which I have mentioned before. 


Dx. I cannot imagine how the Jes get clear of this. 


Cur. They cannot. But, in Spite of it, they ſeek 
now to aunderwvalue the whole Book of Daniel: though 


they dare not totally reje# it, becauſe it was received 
by their Forcfathers who preceded Chriſt. But, about 
a hundred Years aſter CHriſt, they made a new Di/tri- 
bution of the Books of the Old Teftament, different from 
their Fathers, and took the Book of Daniel out of the 


Middle of the Prophets, where it was placed before, 
and put it laſt of all. But more than this; to leſſen 


the Credit of this Bock, they adventured to ſhake the 
Authority of their whole Scriptures : For they took 


upon them to make a Diſtinction of the Books of the 


Ser; ture, and made them not all mnſpir ed or canonical ; 
but ſome of them they called 'Ay:5yeroo, that is, boly 


or pious Books, though in a Frs Claſs than thoſe 


Called 77 ij pired Or canonical Seriptur 2 And they put 
the Book of Daniel into the inferior Claſs, But in that 
Book 
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Book Daniel ſpeaks of himſelf as having received theſe 
Prophectes immediately from an Angel of God. Wherein 
if he told us the Truth, it muſt be put in the higheſt C/ 
of canonical Scripture : But, if he told us falſe, then 
this Book is quite through all a Lie, and b/a/phemous too, 
in fathering it all upon God! So that the Diſtinction 
of our modern Jews confounds themſelves. And, 
ſince they allow this Book of Daniel a Place among 
the Ayivyetod, or holy Writings, they cannot deny it 
to be truly canonical, as all their Fathers owned it 
before the Coming of Chriſt. And, if they throw off 
Daniel, they muſt diſcard Ezetie/ too: For he gives the 
higheſt Atteſtation to Danie! that can be given to 
mortal Man; he makes him one of the 
three moſt righteous Men to be found in Exel. xiv. 14, 
all Ages; and the very Standard of H7/- 20. xxviii. 3. 
dom to the World. 


De. What do they fay to Hag. li. 7. 9. where it is 


ſaid, that Chrift was to come into the /econd Temple? 


Cux. Some of them ſay, That this muſt be meant of 


a Temple yet to be built. 

De. This is denying the Prophecy: For i it is ſaid, ver. 
7, 1 will fill THIS Housk with Glory, &c. And, ver. 
9. The Glory of I mts latter Houſe 
PLACE will I give Peace, &c. 
the Cauſe of the Jews : 


But I am not to defend 


this. 

' Cur. And I hope it will have ſo much effect with 
you, as to make you conſider ſeriouſly of the Weight of 
this Argument of Prophecy we have diſcourſed. 

DE. Let us at preſent leave this Head of Prophecy. 


Have you any further Evidence to produce for _ 
Chriſt ?2 


(VII.) Cur. I have one more, which is yet more 


peculiar to him than even that of Prophecy. For what- 
ever weak Fictence may be made of ſome Prophecies 
among the Heathen, as to ſome particular Events, of 
little Conſequence to the World, yet they never offered 
at that Sort of Evidence J am next to produce: Which 


is, 


And in THIS 


Itieems to me very deſperate : 
I own you Chriſtians have the Aang of them in 


Tory 


| is, not only Prophecies of the Fad, and that from the 
Beginning of the World, but alſo Types, Reſemblances, 
and Exhibitions of the Fad, in outward ſenſible Inſtitu- 
tions, ordained as Law from the Beginning, and to con- 
tinue till the Fact they prefigured ſhould come to pals. 
(I.) Such were the Sacrifices inſtituted by God imme- 


diately upon the Fall (and upon his Promije of the Life- 


giving Seed, Gen. iii. 15.) asS7ypes of that great and only 

propitiatory Sacrifice for Sin which was to come, whole 
Blood they ſaw continually ed (in Type) in their daily 
Sacrifices. ds - 

Theſe were continued in the Heathen Poſterities of 
Adam, by immemorial "Tradition from the Beginning. 
Though they had forgot the Beginning of them, as 
they had of the World, or of Mankind, yet they re- 

tained ſo much of the Reaſon of them, as that they 
had univerſally the Notion ol a wvicarious Atonement, 
and that our Sins were to be purged by the Blood of 
| -thers ſuffering in our Stead: As likewiſe, That the 
Blood of Bulls and Goats could not take away Sin, but 


that a more noble Blood was neceſſary. Hence they 


came to human Sacrifices ; and, at laſt, to ſacrifice the 
Greateſt, moſt Noble, and moſt Virtuous: And ſuch ot- 
fered themſelves to be ſacrificed, for the Safety of the 
People; as Codrus, King of the 4thenians, who ſacrificed 
himſelf on this Account: The like did Curtius for the 


Romans, as ſuppoſing himſelf the &rawe/t and moſt 


valuable of them all. So the Decii, the Fabii, &c. Aa- 
nemnon ſacrificed his Daughter /p-:genia for the Greek 


Army: And the King of Moab ſacrificed his elde/? don 


that ſhould have reigned in his Stead, 2 Aings in. 27. 
[Thus the /acrificing (not their Serwants or Slaves) but 
their Children to Moloch, is frequently mentioned of the 
Jeaus; which they did in Imitation of the Heather, as 


it is ſaid, P/al. cvi. 35, 36, 37, 38. They were mingled 


| among the Heathen, and learned their Wai ks; and they 
ſerbed their Idol. Yea, they jacrificed their Sons and 

their Daughters unio the Idols of Canaan, &c. Purſuant 
to which Notzen, the Prophet introduceth them argu- 
ing thus, herewith ſoall 1 come before the Lord, and 


bow 
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Bow el before the high God? ſhall I come before Pius 
with burnt Offerings, with Calves of a Year of” Till 
the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, or aueh on 
thouſands of Rivers of Oil? ſhall I give my 2 r, kern For 
my Tran/greſſion, the Fruit of my Body for the in TY * 
Soul? Micha. vi. 6, 7. They were plainly fear: hing 
after a complete and adequate Jatisfaciion tor Sin: And 
they thought it neceſſary. 
De. No doubt they thought ſo. But chat did not 
make it neceſſary. _ 
Cur. The Doctrine of ſatisfa@ion is a Subject by 
itſelf, which I have treated elſewhere, in my Auſevuer 
to the Examination of my laſt Dialogue againſt the Soci- 


ni ans. But I am not come fo far with you yet: I am 


now only ſpeaking of Sacrifices, as Types of the Sacri- 
Ace of Chriſt. 


(2.) And beſides Sacrifices in general, there were 
afterwards ſome particular Sacrifices appointed, more | 


nearly expreſſive of our Redemption by Chrijl : As the 
Paſſover, which was inſtituted in Memory of the Re-. 
demption of the Children of Mael (that is, the Church 


out of Zgypt (the Houſe of Bondage of this Nord, 
Where we are in /ervitude to Sin and Miſery) in the 


Night when Ged flew all the Ar. lors of the Ag 


tians But the Deſtroyer was to paſs over thoſe Houſes 
where he ſaw the Blood of the paſchal Lamb upon the 
 Door-poſts; and it was to be eaten with unleavened 
Bread, expreſſing the ſincerity of the Heart, without 
any Mixture or Taint of Wickedneſs : And thus it is ap- 
Plied, 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. Purge out therefore the old Leaven, 
that ye may be a new Lung, as ye are unleavened. For 
even Chriſt our Paſjover is ſacrificed for us. Therefore let 
as keep the Feat, not with old Leawen, neither with the 
Leawen of Malice and Wickedne/s, but with the unltaven- 
ed Bread of Sincerity and Truth. | 
(3.) There was a double Exhibition of Chrif on 
the great Day of Expration, which was but once a 
Year On which Day only the High Prieft entered into 
the Holy of Holies (which repreſented Heawen, Exod. 
*xv. 40. In iſd. ix. 8. Heb. ix. 24.) with the Ot 
1 


h 
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of the Sacrifice, whoſe Body was burnt without the Camp ; 
to ſhew God's Deteſtation of /in, and that it was to be 
removed far from us; and that we muſt go out of the 
Camp, that is out of this World, bearing our Reproach 


for /in, before we can be quite freed from it See how 


exactly this was fulfilled in Chri/?, Heb. xiii. 11, 12, 
13, 14. For the Bodies of thoſe Beaſts whoſe Blood is 
Brought into the ſanctuary by the High Prieſt for ſin, are 
burnt without the Camp. Wherefore Jeſus alſo, that he 
might ſanfify the People avith his own Blood, ſuffered 
auithout the Gate, Let us go forth therefore unto him 
abithout the Camp, bearing his Reproach-; for here we have 
no continuing City, but wwe [eek one to come. 


The other lively Repreſentation of Chri/?'s bearing 


our /i5, and taking them away from us, which was 
made on the ſame Day of Expration, was the Scape- 
Goat, Lev. xvi. 21, 22. And Aaron ſhall lay both his 
Hands upon the Head of the live Goat, and confeſs over him 
all the Iniquities of the Children of Iſrael, and all their 


Tranſgreſſious in all their fins, putting them upon the Head 


of the Goat, and hall ſend him away by the Hand of a fit 
Man into the Wilderneſs. And the Goat ſhall bear upon 
him all their Iniquities, into a Land not inhabited: And he 


Hall let go the Goat in the Wilderneſs. This is fo plain 


that it needs no Application. 


(4.) Another expreſs Repreſentation of Chriſt was the 
brazen Serpent in the Wilderneſs, by /ooking upon which 


the People were cured of the ſtiugs of the fiery Serpents. 


So in looking upon Chr:i/t by Faith, the ting of the old 


Serpent, the Dewil, is taken away. And the /i/ting up 


the Serpent did repreſent Chr:/?'s being /fted up upon the 
Croſs. Chriſt himſelf makes the Alluſion, ob. iii. 14. 
As Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, even ſo muſt 
the Son of Man be lifted up; that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have eternal Life. 


(5.) He was bkewiſe repreſented by the Manna. 
For he was the true Bread that came down from 
Heaven to nouriſh us unto eternal L/, John vi. 31, 
WW 230, 5 - 
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(6.) As alto by the Rock, whence the Vaters lowed 
out to give them Drink in the odds And that Rock 
aUAs Chrift, 1 Cor. X. 4. 

(J.) And he was not only their Meat and Drink, but 
he was alſo their Conſtant Guide, and led them in a 
Pillar of Fire by Night, and of a Cloud by Day. And 
the Cloud of Gloiy in the Temple, in which God ap- 
peared, was by the Jesus underſtood as a Ye of the 
Meſſiah, who is the true Shechina, or Habitation of 
God, 

(8.) The Sabbath is called a ſhadowv of Chrift, Col. 
zii. 17. It was a Figure of that eternal Reft procured 
to us by (%: Therefore it is called a Sgz of the 
perpetual Covenant, E x0d. XXxi. 16, 17. Ezek. xx. 
12 

(9.) And ſuch a Sign was the Temple at Jeruſalem : 
At which Place; and none other, the Sacrijices of the 
Jeaus were to be offered, Deut. Xu. 11, 13, 14. Be- 
cauſe Chriſt was to be /acr! ificed there ; and, as a Token 
of it, thoſe Sacrzfices, which were 7 Apes of him, were 
to be offered only there, 

And fo great Streſs was laid upon this, that no 45 71 of 
the Jews is oftener remembered than their Breach of 

this Command. It was a Blot ſet upon their ſeveral 
Neformations, other wiſe good and commendable in the 
Sight of Gad, that the high Places (where they uſed to 
focrifice ) were not taken away. This is marked as ron 
great Defect in the Reformation of Aga, 1 Kings xv. 14. 
of Jehoſbaphat, 1 Kings xxii. 43. of Fehoaſh, 2 Kings 
Xi1; 3. of Amaniab: 2 Ki: 795 XV. 4. of Jos ham, ver. 35. 
gut they were taken away by Henekith, 2 Kings xvill. | 
4. and the People inſtructed to /acrifce and burn Jncen/e 
at Jer uſalem only, 2 Chr. xxxii. 12. {/a. xxxvi. 7. | 

There was likewiſe a further Deſign of Providence in 
limiting their Sacrifices to Jer alen; 3 Which was, That 
after the great propitiatory Sacre of Chriſt had been 
once Vered there, God was to remove the Fexus from 

Foru/altm, that they might have no Sacrifice at all (as, 
for that Reaton. they have not had, in any Part of the 
world, near theſe ezghteen hundred Years paſt ;) to in- 


ſtruct. 
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ſtruct them, That (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks to them, eb. 
x. 26.) there remaineth no more (or other) Sacrifice for 
ſin. And, ſince by the Law their ins were to be 
purged by Sacrifice, they have now no way to purge their 

And, till they return to that, they muſt have no 
Sacrifice at all, but die in their nd. As FJeſus ſaid unto 
them, 1 go my Way, and ye ſhall die in your fins. 
For if you believe not that 1 am he, ye ſhall die in Jour ius, 
John viii. 21, 24. 


And Daniel propheſied expreſly, That, ſoon after 


the Death of the Mefhah, the City of Feruſalem, ad 


the San4uary, ſhould be defiroyed ; and that the Sacrifice 
ſhould ceaſe, even until the Conſummation, and that de- 
termined, ſhall be poured upon the Deſolate, Dan. xi. 
20, 27 

And this De/vlation of theirs, and what was deter 
ined upon them, was told them likewiſe by Hoſea, 
Chap. iii. 4. For the Children of ljrael ſpall abide many 
Days evithout a King, and without a Prince, and wvithout 
a Sacrifice. But he ſays, in the next Yer/e, That in 
the latter Days they ſhall return and /eer the Lord their 
God, and Dawid their Ring; that 15, the Son of David 
their Prince and Meſſiab; as he is called Maqiah the 
Prince, Dan. ix. 25. 

Thus as Salvation was of the eros, becauſe Chriſt 
was to come of them, ſo this Sa/vation was only to be 
had at Jeruſalem, where he was to/ufer, and by which 
only Salvation was to be had. 

(10.) De. This Argument is to the Jad. And if 
I were a FJeav it would move me; becauſe they never 
were ſo long before without King, Temple, or Sacri- 


ice. 
you have ſeen, and Chriſt being ſo plainly pointed at, 


and the Place of his Pa///on, by limiting the Sacr: Aces 


to Jeruſalem only, and by that cauſing che legal Sacri- 
ces to ceaſe throughout the World, to ſhew that they 
were fulfilled ; all this is a ſtrong Fwidener to you of 
the Truth of theſe Things, and of our 7e&/#s being the 
Meſſiah, or Chriſt, who Tf pr ef zed of. 5 

E. 


Cus. Bat the Prophecies of it, and theſe /lfilled as 
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Dx. I cannot deny but there is ſomething remarkable 


in this, which I will take Time to confider. But I do 
not ſee how the Jeaus can ſtand out againſt this: Becauſe + 


this Mark, given by Daniel of the Mefrah, that ſoon 
after his Death the Sacrifice ſhould ceaſe, cannot agree 
to any After- Maß, who ſhould now come ſo many 
Ayes after the Sacrifice has ceaſed. 

Cur. Since we have fallen into the Subject of the 
Fears, I will give you another Prophecy, which cannot 
be fulfilled in any After-Me/rah whom the Jeaus expect: 
And it will be alto a Confirmation to you of the Truth 
of the Prophecies of the Holy Scriptures. 

'Thus God ſpeaks, Jer. xxxiii. 20, 21, 22. Thus ſaith 


.:be Lord, if you can break my Covenant of the Day, and 


„y Covenant of the Night, and that there ſhould not be Day 


aud Night in their Seaſon : Then may alſo my Covenant be 
broken avith David my Servant, that he ſhould not have a 


Sen to reign upox his Throne; and with the Levites, the 
Prieſts, my Miniſters. As the Hof of Heaven cannot be 


mumbered, neither the Sand of the Sea .meaſured : So wwill 


1 multiply the Seed of David my Servant, and the Levites 


that miniſter unto me. 


Now let the Fears tell in which Son of Daw this is 


fulfilled, except only in our Chriſt: And how this is 
made good to the Pyiells and Lewites, otherwiſe than as 
/iaiah propheſied, Chap. Ixvi. 21. And I will aljo take 
of them (the Gentiles) for Prieſts and for Levites, ſaith 
the Lord. And as it is thus applied, 1 Pet. ii. 5, 9. and 
Rev. i. 6. And this evangelical Prieſthood is multiplied as 
the Stars of Heaven (which they are frequently called) 
not like the Tribe of Levi, v hich could not afford Prieſts 
10 all the Earth. 

And as I faid before of Jeruſalem, and the Sacrifices 
there, that they are cea/ed, to ſhew they are fulflled ; 
io here, after this So of David was come, and his 
other Sous ceaſed ; and the very Genealogy of their Tribes, 
aud fo of Judab, is loſt, as alſo of the Tribe of Levi; 
ſo that the Jenes can never tell, if any After-Mefrah 
mould appear, whether he were of the Tribe of Judah; 
tar leß, whether he were of the Lineage of David ; 

ner 
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nor can they ſhew the Genealogy of any they call Zevite- 
now among them. | | 
This is occaſioned by their being diſper/ed among all» 
Nations, and yet preſerved a diſtinct People from all the 
Earth; though without any Country of their own, or“ 
King, or Prieſt, or Temple, or Sacrifice. And they are 
thus preſerved by the Providence of God, (fo as never 
any Nation was ſince the Foundation of the World) to- 
ſhew the fulfilling of the Prophecies concerning them, 
and the Judgments pronounced againſt them, for their 
cruciſying their Meſſiah ;-and that their Converſion may 
be more apparent to the World, and their being ga-- 
thered out of all Nations, and reſtored to Jeruſalem (us 
is promiſed them) when they ſhall come to acknowlege 
their Maſſiah. | | 

And God not permitting them to have any King or: 

Governor upon Earth, ever ſince their laſt Di/per/ion by 
the Romans (left they might ſay, That the Sceptre wan 
not departed from Judah} is to convince them (when: 
God ſhall take the Veil off their Heart) that no other 
Meſſiah, who can come hereafter, can antwer this Pre- 
phecy of Feremiah, or that of Jacob, that the Sceptre- 
ſhould not depart from Judah till Shiloh came. 
 (11.) And it is wonderful to conſider how expreſiy 
their preſent State is propheficd of, that it could not be: 
more literal, if it were to be worded now by us who: 
ſee it. As, that they ſhould be /carzered into all Cour- 
tries, fifted as with a Sieve among all Nations, yet pre- 
ſerved a People ; and that God would make an utter 
End of thoſe Nations who had oppreſſed them, and: 
blot out their Names from under Heaven (as we have 
ſeen it. fulfilled upon the great Empires of the Afjyrians, 
Chaldeans, and Romans, who, one after the other, had 
miſerably waſted the Fews) but that the Name of the 
Jews (the feweſt and the pooreſt of all Nations) ſhould 
remain for ever, and they a People diſtinct from al] 
the Nations in the World, though ſcattered among 

them all. Read the Prophecies expreſs upon this 

int, r. XXX. . KXX1. 30, 37. Nin 04; 26,20. 
Alvi. 28. Jai. xvii. 7. Xxix. 7, 8.livs 9, 10. Rr. 8. 
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Hel. vi. 8. xi. 16, 17. Ai. 15, 16. Amos ix. 8, . 
© Zech. x. 9. And it was foretold them long before, that 


thus it would be, Lev. xxvi. 44. and this zz the latter 


Days, Deut. iv. 27. 30, 31. Thus Mefes told them of 
it ſo long before; as the After-Prophers frequently. 
And you "ſee all theſe Prophecies literally fulflled and 


Fulfilling. The like cannot be ſaid of any other N. 


lion that ever was upon the Earth! So defirozed, and ſo 
preſerved! And for ſo long a Time] Having worn out 


all the great Empires of the World, and ſtill furviving 


them, to fulfil what was further propheſi ed of them to 
the End of the Vorid / | 


De. I cannot ſay but there is ſomething very ſur- 


prizing in this. I never thought of it before. It is a 
living Prophecy, which we ſee fulfilled, and till fulnllzng 
ar this Day, before our Eyes. For we are ſare theſe 
Proph: cies were not coined Yeſterday : And they are as 
expreſs and particular, as if they were to be wrote now, 
after the Events are ſo far come to pals. 


(12.) CHR. As the Door was kept open to Chri/? be- 


tore he came, by the many and flagrant Prophecies of 
him, and by the Types repreſenting him, ſo was the 


Door for ever ſhut after him, by thoſe Prophecies being 


all fulfilled and completed in him, and applicable to 
none who ſhould come after him, and by all the Types 
ceaſing, the Shadows vaniſhing, when the Sub/tance was 
come. No Miah can now come, before the Sceptre 
depart from Judah, and the Sacrifice from Feru/alem ; 
before the Sous of David (all except Chriſt) ſhall ceaſe 


to fit upon his Throne. None can come now, within 


four hundred and ninety Years of the Building of the ſe- 
cond Temple; nor come into that very Temple, as I have 

before ſhewed was expreſly prophefied by Daniel and 
Haggai. 


Br. I know not what the Jeaus can ſay, who _ 


theſe Prophecies, 


Car. They ſay, That the Coming of the Me/jah, 


at the time ſpoken of in the TOR has been delay'd 
becauſe of their Sig. A 
E. 
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De. Then it may be delay'd for ever, unleſs they 
can tell us when they will grow better. But however 
theſe Prophecies have failed, which ſpoke of the Time 
of the Has Coming: And they can never be a 
Proof hereafter; becauſe the Tie is paſt. So that, 


according to this, they were made for no Purpoſe, 


unleſs to ſhew that they were falje ; ; that is, no Prophe- 
cies at all! 

But were theſe Pe opbecies upon Condition ? Or was it 
ſaid, that the Coming of the H ſhould be delay'd, 


3 the Jeaus were /inful ? 


Car. No. So far from it, that it was expreſly pro- 
phefied, that the Coming of the rf7ah ſhould be in 


the moſt /ful State of the Jews, and to purge their 


Sins, Dan. ix. 24. Zech. Xin. 1. And the antient Tra- 
dition of the Jexvs was purſuant to this, That, at the 
Coming of the M. ab, the Teinple ſhould be a Den of 
Thieves. Rabbi Juda in Maſore! a. Ard a Time of 
great Corruption. Jaliud. tit. de Synedrio and de Ponae- 
ribus, &C. 35 | 

But more than this, the very Caſe is put of their 
being moſt /ſnful; and it is expreſly ſaid, that this 


ſhould not hinder the fulfilling of the Prophecies con- 


cerning the Coming of the Mzfrah, ſpoken of as the 


Son of Dawit, 4 Sam. vii. 1 +, 155 16. P/al. Ixxxix. 30. 


33, to 37. 

1 it was prophefied that they ſhould not know their 
Meſſiah, and ſhould reject him when he came; that he 
ſhould be a Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock of Oftence 
to them, Jai. viii. 14, 15; and that heir Eyes jronld 
be cloſed, that they ſhould not underſiand their own 


Prophets, chap. xxix. 9, 10, 11. That their Biers 


ſhould ect the Head Stone of the Corner, Pſal. cxvili. 
22. And the like in ſeveral other Places of their own 
Prophets. And thus they miſtook the Prophecy con- 
cerning the Coming of Elias, whom, it is ſaid, they 
knew not, but did to him what they lifted ; and lo the 
ſame of Chriſt, Matth. xvii. 12, And it is ſaid, 1 Cor. 
Ii. 8. That, had they known it, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of Glory. 


D 4 DE. 
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Ds. This indeed ſolves the Prophecies, both thoſe of 
the Coming of the Meſſiab, and of the Jeaus not know- 
ing him, and therefore rejefing him: And likewiſe 
obviates this Excuſe of theirs: for if they were very 
Sinful at that Time, it was a greater Puniſhment of their 
/in not to know, and to reject their Meffrah, than his 
not Coming at that Time would have been. 

Cnr. The great / mentioned, for which they were 
punithed by ſeveral Captiwities, was their Idolatry; the 
laſt and longeſt of which Captiwities was that of ſeventy 
Years in ane Since which time they have forſaken 
their Idolatry, and have never been Nationally guilty of 
it ſince, but always had 1t in the utmoſt Abhorrence. 
But ſince their rejecting their Maſſiabh, they have been 
now near eighteen hundred Years, not in a Captivity 
where they might be all together, and enjoying their 
own Law, Government, and Worſhip, in ſome Manner; 
but di/perſed over all the World, without Country of 
their own, or King, or Prieſt, or Temple, or Sacrifice, 
or any Prophet to comfort them, or give them Hopes 


of a Reſtoration. And all this come upon them, not 


for their old Sin of Jdolatry, but from that Curſe they 
_ ?mprecated upon themſelves, when they crucified their 
Meſſiah, ſaying, His Blood be on us, and our Children: 
Which cleaves unto them from that Dayyto this, and 


is viſible to all the World, but to themſelves! And | 


what other Sin can they think greater than Jdo/atry, 
for which they have been puni/ed lo much more terribly 
than for all their 1do/atries * What other Sin can this be, 
but their cruciſying their Meſſiahb? And here they may 
ſee their inful State, which they alledge as an Excuſe 
for their Maſſiab s not coming at the Time foretold by 
the Prophets, rendered tenfold more inful, by their re- 
jecting him when he came. 

De. This is a full Anſarer, and convincing, as to the 
Jeaus. But have you any more to ſay to me? 5 
( 13.) Cur. I have one thing more to offer, which 
may come under this Head of Types, and that is, Perſans 
who repreſented Chrift in ſeveral Particulars, and fo 
might be called per/onal Types. PO 

An 
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And I will not apply theſe out of my own Head, but 
as they are applied in the New Teſſament; which having 
all the Maris of the Old Teſtanent, and ſtronger Evidence 
than theſe, in thoſe Marks we are now upon, their Au- 
thority is indiſputable. _ 

(1.) I begin with Adam, who gave us Life, and 
Death too: And Chriſt came, by his Death, to reſtore 
us to Life again, even Life Eternal, Hence Chriſt is 
called the ſecond Adam, and Adam is called the Figure of 
Chriſt, The Parallel betwixt them is inſiſted on, Rom. 
v. 12. to the End, and 1 Cor. xv. 45, to 50. Exe re- 
ceived her Life from Adam, as the Church from Chriſfl, 
She was taken out of the Side of Adam, when he was 
in a dead Sleep; and after Chri/t was dead, the Sacraments 
of Water and Blood flowed out of his Szde; that is, 
Bapti/m, whereby we are born into Chrift ; and the Sa- 
crament of his Blood, whereby we are nouriſhed into 
eternal Life. | | | 

(2.) Enoch was carried up bodily into Heaven, as 
Elijah : One under the Patriarchal, the other under the 
legal Diſpenſation. In both, the Aſcenſion of Chriſt was 
preſigured. fl | 

(3.) Noah, a Preacher of Righteouſneſs to the old 
World, and Father of the new; who ſaved the Church 
by Water. The like Figure whereunto, even Baptiſim, 
doth alſo now fave us, 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21. | 

(4.) Melchiſedeck, that is, King of Righteouſneſs, and 
King of Peace, and Prieſt of the moſt high God; who 
was made like unto the Sox of God, a Prie/ continually, 
Heb. Vile 3 24-36 

(5.) Abraham, the Friend of God, and Father of the 
Faithful, the Heir of the World, Rom. iv. 13. In whom 
all the Nations of the Earth are bleſſed, Gen. xvii. 15. 
(6.) Jaac, the Heir of this Promiſe, was born after 
his Father and Mother were both paſt the Age of Ge- 
neration in the Courſe of Nature, Gen. xvii. 17. xvili. 
11. Rom. iv. 19. Heb. xi. 11, 12. The neareſt Type 
that could be to the Generation of Chi? wholly with- 
out a Man. And his Sacrifice had a very near Re- 
ſemblance to the Sacrifice and Death of Chriſt, who lay 
5 three 
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three Days in the Grave; and Iſaac was three Days « 
dead Man (as we ſay in Law) under the Sentence of 


Death, Gen. xxii. 4. whence Abraham received him in 


a Figure, Heb. xi. 19. that is, of the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt. And Abraham was commanded to go three 


Days Journey, to ſacrifice Iſaac upon the fame Moun- 


tain (according to the Antients) where Chrift was cru- 
cified, and where Adam was buried. Again, the com- 
mon Epithet of Chrift, i. e. The only a of the 
Father, and his beloved Son, were both given to 1/aac, 
Gen. xii. 2. Heb. xi. 17. For he was the ? Son that 
was begotten in that miraculous Manner, after both his 
Parents were decayed by Nature. And he was the 
only Son of the Promiſe ; which was not made to the 
Seed of 4braham in general, but in Jſaac ball thy Seed 
be called, Gen. xxi. 12. He ſaith not, and to Seeds, n; 
of many, but as of one. And to thy Seed; which is 
Chriſt, Gal. iii. 16. | Jr 
And as aac, which ſignifies rejoicing, or /aughing 
for Foy, was thus the only begotten of his Parents, ſo 
Abravem fignifes the glorious Father; and Abraham. (into 
which his Name was changed on the Premiſe of 1/nar, 
Gen. xvii. 5. 16.) ſignifies the Father of a Multitude, 
to expreſs the Coming in of the Gentiles to Chrif?, and 
tie Increaſe of the Goſpel; whence it is there ſaid to 
Avraham, a Father af many Nations have 1 made thee, 
And in thy Seed all the Nations of the Earth ſhall &: 
bleſſed. SES 8 . 
I aac, who was born by Promiſe of a Free- N oman, re- 
preſented the Chriſtian Church; in Oppoſition to {/mac!, 


who was born after the Fleſh, of a Bond- Maid, and 
ignited the Few Church under the Law. See this 


Aliegory carried on, Gal. iv. 21. to the End. | 

(>.}) Jacob, his Viſion of the Ladder (Gen. xxvili. 
12.) ſhews the Intercourſe which was opened by CHriſt 
betwixt Heaven and Earth, by his making Peace. And 
ro this he alludes, when he fays, Hereaſter you foall /ee 
Heaven open, and the Angels of God ajcending and deſcend- 
gag upon the Sou of Man, John i. 51. 


And. 


| 
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And Jacob's Wreſtling with the Auge! (Gen. xxxii. 


24, &c. Hof. xii. 4.) and, as it were, prevailing over 


him by Force to bleſs him, ſhews the ſtrong and powerful 
Interceſſton of Chriſt : Whereby (as he words it, Mat. xi. 
12.) Heaven ſuffereth Violence, and the violent take it by 
Force, Whence the Name of Jacob was then turned to 
Iſcael that is, one who prevails upon God, or has Power 
over him; God repreſenting himſelf here as overcome by 
us. And the Name of VJrael was ever after given to 


the Church; but much more ſo when Chrift came, as 


he ſaid, Mat. xi. 12. From the Days of Fohn the Baptist 
until now, the Kingdom of Heaven [uffereth Violence, &c. 
that is, from the firſt Promulgation of Chrift being 
come, thenceforward the Gent:/es began to preſs into 
the Goſpel, and, as by Force, to take it from the 
Fews, This was ſignified in the Name Jacob, that is, 
a Supplanter ; for the Gentiles here ſupplanted their elde. 
Brother the Jews, and ſtole the Bling and Heirſbip 
from them. | „„ pn 5 5 
(8.) Fo/eph was ſold by his Brethren out of Enwy ; 
but it proved the Preſervation of them and all their 
Families. And Chrijt was ſold by his Brethren out of 
Envy, Mark xv. 10. which proved the Mcans of their 
Redemption. And Chriſt, as Joſeph, became Lord over 
his Brethren. = = 
(.) Moyes calls Chriſt a Prophet like unto himpelr, 
Deut. xviii. 18. He repreſented Chri/t, the great Laav— 
giver. And his delivering 1/-ae/, out of Egypt was a 
Type of Chriſt's delivering his Church from the Bondage 
of Sin and Hell. | El | 
(10.) Fo/hua, called alſo Fe/us, Heb. iv. 8. overcame 


all the Enemies of Iſrael, and gave them Poſſeſſion of che 
Holy Land, which was a Type of Heaven. And Chrift 
us, as Captain of the Hi? of the Lord, 


appeared to 
Joſ. v. 14. So that Fopua was his Lieutenant repreient- 
ing him. | ; 

- (11.) Sampſon, who, by his ſingle Valour and his or 


Strength, overcame the Philiſtines, and flew more at 


his Death than in all his Lie, was a Repreſentation of 
Chriſt, who trod the Wine-preſs alore, and of the Peoj.ie 
| | thee 
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there avas none avith him ; but his oaun Arm brought him 
Salvation, Iſai. Ixiii. 3. 5. But his Death completed. 
his Victory; whereby he overcame all the Power of the 


Enemy, and having ſpoiled Principalities and Poavers, he 


made a Shew of them openly, triumphing over them in his 
Croſs, Col. ii. 15. Hol 


(12.) David, whoſe Son CHRIST is called, ſpeaks 


frequently of him in his own Perſon, and in Events 


which cannot be applied to David, as P/alm xvi. 10. 
Thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, nor ſuffer thine Holy 
One to ſee Corruption, For David has ſeen Corruption. 
Chriſt is ſaid to fit upon the Throne of Dawid, Iſai. ix. 7: 
And Chriſt is called by the Name of David, Ho. in. 5. 
and frequently in the Prophets. 3 

Dawid from a Shepherd became a King and a Prophet; 


denoting the threefold Office of Chri/t, Paſtoral, Regal, 
and Prophetical, To 


(13.) Solomon, the wiſe/ſt of Men; his peaceable and 
magnificent Reign repreſented the friumphal State of 
Chriſ's Kingdom, which is deſcribed, Pſalm Ixxii. (in- 
ſcribed for Solomon, there called the King's Son) but far 
exceeding the Glory of his Reign, or what can poſſibly 


be applied to him, as wer. 5, 8, 11, 17. But his Reign 


came the neareſt of any to that wniver/al and glorious 
Reign there deſcribed ; particularly in his being choſen 


to build the Temple, becauſe he was a Man of Peace, | 


and had ſhed no Blood, like Dawid his Father, who 
conguered the Enemies of Iſrael; but Solomon built the 
Charch, in full Peace; and as it is particularly ſet down, 


Kings vi. 7. And no doubt he was ordered by God ſo 


to do, That the Houſe, auhen it was in building, was 
bii't of floue made ready before it was brought thither : 
So that there avas neither Hammer nor Ax, nor any Tool 
of Iron heard in the Heuſe, while it avas in building. 


Which did denote that the Church of Chrift was to be 


built not only in Peace, but without Noi/e or Confuſion ; 
as Lala propheſicd of him, chap. xlii. 2. He ſhall not 


ery, wor lift up, nor cauſe his Voice to be heard in the 


Rrect : a bruijed Reed ſhall he not break, &c. He was 


not to cornguer With the Sword, as the Vaclites ſubdued 
| Canaan ; 
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Canaan ; but to overcome by Meekneſs, and doing Good 
to his Enemies, and patiently ſuffering all Injuries from 
them. And ſo he taught his Followers, as St. Paul 
ſays, 2 Tim. ii. 24 The Servant of the Lord muſt not 
frive, but be gentle unto all Men In Meekneſs inſtructing 
thoſe that oppoje themſelves, &c. 


And I cannot think but there was ſome Imitation 


of this peaceable Temple of Solomon in the Temple of 


Janus among the Romans; for that was never to be 
/hut but in time of Peace, which happened rarely —_ | 


them; but three Times in all their Hiſtory. The la 


was in the Reign of Auguſtus, in which time Chriſt came 


into the World, when there was a profound and uni- 


verſal Peace. And fo it became the Prince of Peace, 


whoſe Birth was thus proclaimed by the Angels, Luke ii. 
14. Glory to God on High, and on Earth Peace, Good- 
abi ton red Men. But to go on. 


(14.) Jonab's being three Days and Nights in the 


Belly of the 1/hale, was a Sign of Chrift's being ſo long 
in the Heart of the Earth. Chriſt himſelf makes the 
Alluſion, Matth. xii. 40. "by 


(15.) But as there were ſeveral Perſons, at ſeveral 


times, repreſenting and prefiguring ſeveral Particulars 
of the Life and Death of Chriſt; ſo there was one 
ſtanding and continual Repreſentation of him appointed 


in the Per/o of the High Prieſt under the Law; who 


entering into the Holy of Holies once in a Year, with the 
Blood of the great Expiatory Sacrifice, and he only, to 
make Atonement ior Sin, did livelily repreſent our great 
High Prieſt, entering into Heaven, once for all, with 
his own Blood, to expiate the Sins of the whole World. 
This is largely infiſted upon in the Epiſile to the He- 
brews, chap. vii. viii. ix. x. - Ts 

And our Deliverance by the Death of Chrift is re- 
preſented, as in a Picture, in that Ordinance of the 


Law, That the Man-/azer, who fled to one of the Cities 


of Refuge, (which were all of the Cities of the Lewites) 
ſhould not come out thence till the Death of the High 
Prieft ; and no Satisfaction be taken till then; and then 


he 
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he ſhould be acquitted, and return into the Land of his 
Poſſeſſion, Numb. xxxv. 6. 25, 26, 27, 28. 

And I doubt not but the Gerzzi/es had from hence 
their Ayla, or Temples of Refuge for Criminals. 

(1.) De. There is a Ręſemblance in theſe Things: 
But I would not have admitted them as a Proof, if 
you had not ſupported them, at leaſt moſt of them, 
with the Authority of the New Tefament. And it was 
not neceſſary that every one ſhould be named in it; 
for thoſe that are named are only occaſionally : And 
I muft take time to conſider of the Evidences you have 
brought for the Authority of the New Teſlament; which 
you have made full as great, if not greater, than the 
Ewidences for the Old Teſtament. | . 

Cnr. I may ſay greater, upon this Head of Prophe- 
cies and Types ; becauſe theſe are no Proo/s till they are 
/ulfilled. Though then they probe the 7ruth of theſe 
Prophecies and Types; and ſo the one confirms the other: 
But the whole Evidence of the Law is not made appa- 
rent, till we fee it Fulfilled in the Goſpel. For which Rea- 
ſon I call the Geſpel the ſtrongeſt Pros, not only as to 
itſelf, but likewiſe as to the Law. And the Fes, as 
much as in them lies, have invalidated this ſtronger 
Proof for the Old Teftament, which is the fulfilling of it 
in the New. Nay they have rendered thele Prophecies 
falſe ; which, they ſay, were not fuifiied at the Time 
they ſpake of, and never now can be fu/ued. And 
as no Fadt, but that of our Chri/? alone, ever had the 
Evidence of Prophecies and Types from the Beginning, ſo 
never can any other Fact have it now while the World 
lafts. : ET | 

(2.) DE. Why do you ſay, Never can have it! For 
may not God make what Fad he pleaſes, and give it 
what Evidence he pleaſes ? . 

Cnr. But it cannot have the Evidence that the Fact 
of Chriſt has, unleſs at that Diſtance of Time hereaf- 
ter, as from the Beginning of the Verld to this Day. 
| Becauſe God took care that the Fwidence of Chriſt 


ſhould commence from the very Beginning, in the ks 
0 


1871 
of him made to Adam; and to be renewed by the 
Prophets in all the After-Ages till he ſhould come. And 
the Evidence of him after his Coming (in which I have 
inſtanced, and which continues to this Day) before it 


can belong to any other, muſt have the ſame Compaſs 


of Time that has gone to confirm this Evidence; elſe 
it has not the fame Evidence. 1 

( 3.) DE. By this Argument the Evidence grows 
ſtronger the longer it continues; ſince you ſay, that 
the Prophecies of the Scriptures reach to the End of the 
World, and fo will be further and further /J#/l;ng 
every Day. | | 

- *Phis is contrary to what one of your Do#ors has ad- 
vanced, who pretends to calculate 

the Age of Ewidences, that in ſucha Craig. Theo- 
Time they decay, and in ſuch a Time logie Chriſti- 


muſt die; And that the Evidence of anæ Principia 


Chriflianity, having lafted fo long, is Mathematica, 
upon the Decay, and muſt wear out 1699. 
ſoon, if not ſupplied by ſome freſh 


and new Ewvidence. 


Car. This may be true as to Fables, which have no 
Foundation; but is that Prophecy I mentioned to you, 


of the Diſper/ion, and yet wonderful Preſerwatioz, of 


the Fews, leſs evident to you, becauſe it was made fo 


long ago ? | | . 
De. No. It is much more evident for that. If I 
had lived at the Time when thoſe Prophecies were 
made, I fanſy I ſhould not have believed one Word of 
them; but wondered at the A urance of thoſe who 


ventured to foretel ſuch innprobable and almoſt impoſſible 


Things. 

And I ſhould have thought the ſame of what you 
have told me of your Chriſt foretelling the Progreſs 
of his Goſþe/, at the firſt ſo very flender Appearance of 
it, and by the wW§enk and improbable Means, as only 
ſuffering and dying for it; which, to me, would have 
ſeemed perfect Deſpair, and giving up the Cauſe. I 
ſhould have thought of them (as of others) who pro- 
Phe/ſy of Things after their Time, that they might not 


P 
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be contradicted while they Jived, But my ſeeing ſo 
much of theſe Prophecies concerning the Jeaus, and the 
Progreſs of the * come to paſs ſo long Time after, 


is the only thing t 
and which makes them ſeem ævonderful to me. 


Cur, When the Prophecies ſhall all be fully com- 
pleted at the End of the World, they will then ſeem 
ſtrongeſt of all. They will then be undeniable, when 


Chriſt ſhall viſibly deſcend from Heaven (in the ſame 
Manner as he «/cended) to execute both what he ha 
promiſed and threatened. And, in the mean time, the 
Prophecies loſe none of their Force, but their Evidence 
increaſes, as the Light ſhineth more and more unto the per- 


Fed Day. | 


(VIII.) Ds. I obſerve you have made no Uſe of that 


common Topic of the Truth and Sincerity of the Penmen 
of the Scriptures, and what Intereſi they could have in 

ſetting up theſe Things, if they had been /a//z. For 
this can amount at moſt but to a Probability. And you 
having produced thoſe Evidences which you think in- 


Fallible, it might ſeem a leſſening of your Proc, to inſiſt 


upon bare Probabilities, So that, I ſuppoſe, you give 
that up. a 
(I.) Cyr. No, SIR, I give it not up, though I have 


not made it the chief Foundation of my Argument. And 


if it were but a Probability, it wants not its Force; for 


it is thought unreaſonable to deny a flagrant Probability, 
where there is not as ſtrong a Probability on the other 


Side; for then that makes a Doubt: But otherwiſe, 
Mien generally are ſatisfied with Probabilities, for there 
is the greateſt part of our Knowlege. If we believe 


nothing but what carries an infallible Demonſtration 
along with it, we muſt be Sceptics in moſt Things in 


the World: And ſuch were never thought the <avi/z# 
Men. ha | 
But beſides, a Probability may be ſooner diſcerned. 


by ſome, than the Jnfallibility of a Demonſtration. 
Therefore we muſt not lay aſide Probabilities. But, in 
this Caſe, I think there is an zfallible Aſſurance, as 


at makes me lay a Szrz/s upon them, 
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infallible as the Senſes of all Mankind. And I ſuppoſe 


you will not aſk a greater. 


(2.) De. How can you ſay that? When the ſuffering 
of Aflictions, and Death itſelf, is but a Probability of the 


| Truth of what is told us. Becauſe ſome have ſuffered 


Death for Errors. 


| Cnr. But then they thought them true. And Men 
may be deceived in their Juagments: We ſee many Ex- 


amples of it. But if the Fa&s related be ſuch, as that it 


is impoſſible for thoſe who tell them to be impo/ed upon 
themſelves, or for thoſe. to whom they are told to be/iewe 
them, if not true, without ſuppoſing an univerſal Decep- 
tion of the Sen/es of Mankind, then, 1 hope, I have 


brought the Caſe up to that infallible Demonſtration 1 
| promiſed. And this is the Caſe of the Fad: related in 
Holy Scripture. They were told by thoſe who /aw them, 


and did them; and they were told to thoſe who /awv 
them likewiſe themſelves; and the Re/aters appealed to 
this. So that here could be no Decerr. 

De. I grant there is a great Difference betwixt Errors 


in Opinion, and in Fa : And that ſuch Fads as are told 
of Moſes and of Chriſt, could not have paſſed upon the 


People then alive, and who were ſaid to have ſeen them. 
And 1 find that both Moſes, Chriſt, and the Apoſtles, did 


appeal to what the People they ſpoke to had ſeen them- 
ſelves. -:-- 


Cur. With this Conſideration, their patient Suffering | 
even unto Dea:h for the Truth of what they taught, will 


be a full Demonſtration of the Truth of it. | 

| (3+) Add to this, That their Enemies who perſecuted 
them, the Romans as well as Jews, to whom they ap- 
pealed as Witneſſes of the Fas, did not offer to deny 
them: That none of the Apoftates from Chriſtianity did 
attempt to detect any Falſbood in the Facts; though they 
might have had great Rewards if they could have done 


it; the Roman Emperors being then Perſecutors of Chri- 


| ſiianity, and for three hundred Years after Chriſt. And 


Julian the Emperor afterwards turned Apoſtate, who had 


been initiated in the Sacra of Chriſtianity ; yet could not 
he detect any of the Fad, > 


(4.) And 


— — 
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(4.) And it was a particular Providence for the fur- 
ther Evidence of Chriſtianity, That all the civil Govern 
ments in the World were againſt it for the firſt 7-52 
| hundred Years, left it might be ſaid (as it is ridicuoully 
in your Amintor,) That the Awe of the cio Government 
might hinder thoſe who could make the Pefection. 

Now, Six, to apply all that we have ſaid, I deſire 
you would compare theſe Evidences I have brought for 
Chriſtianity, with thoſe that are pleaded for any other 
Religion. 5 
here are but Hur in the World, wiz. Chriſtianicy, 
Fudaiſm, Heatheniſm, and Mahometiſm. 8 

(I.) Chriſtianity was the Fir. For from the firſt 
Promiſe of Chrin made to Adam, during the Patriarchal 
and Legal Diſpenſations, all was Chriſtianity in Type, as 
I have ſhewed. 5 ö 5 
And as to Mo/es and the Law, the Jeaus can give no 
Evidence for that, which will not equally e/ab/i/5 the 
Truth of Chriſi and the Goſpel. Nor can they diſprove 
the Facts of Chriſi by any Topic, which will not like- 
wile diſprove all thoſe of Moſes and the Prophets. 


So that they are hedged in on every Side. They muſt 


either renounce Mo/es, or acknowledge CHriſt. 

Moſes and the Law have the firſt fve Evidences, but 
they have not the fxth and the ſeventh, which are the 
ſtrongeſt. | „„ 

— This is as to Judaiſin before Chriſt came. But ſince, 
as it now ſtands in Oppoſition to Chriſtianity, in favour 
of any future Meſſiab, it has none of the Evidences at 
all. On the contrary, their own Prophecies and Types 


make againſt them; for their Prophecies are fulfilled, and 


their Types are ceajed, and cannot belong to any other 
Maſſiah who ſhould come hereafter They ſtand now 
more naſed than the Heathens or the Mahometans. 

(2.) Next for Heatheniſi; ſome of the Fadi, recorded 
of their Gods have the V and ſecond Evidences, and 
{ome the third; but not one of them the /curth, or any 
of the other Ewidences. 2 5 

But, truly and properly ſpeaking, and if we will 
take the Opinion of the Heathens themſelves, they were 

0 no 


91 ] 
no Facts at all; but mythological Fables, invented to 
cxpreſs ſome moral Virtues or Vices, or the Hiſtory of 
Nature, and Power of the Elements, &c. As likewiſe 
to turn great Part of the Hifory of the Old Teflament 
into Fable, and make it their own, for they diſdained 
to borrow from the ears. They made Gods of Men, 
and the moſt vicrovs too: Inſomuch that ſome of their 
2vi/e Men thought it a Corruption of Youth, to read 
the Hiſtory of their Gods, whom they repreſented as no- 
torious Liars, Thieves, Adulterers, &c. though they had 
ſome Mythology hid under all that. EP 
And as Men were their Gods, ſo they made the % 
Man to be Father of the Gods, and called him Saturn; 
not begot by any Man, but the Son of Cælus and Veſba, 
that is, of Heaven and Earth, And his maiming his 
Father with a ſteel $:5the, was to ſhew how Heaven it- 
ſelf is impaired by Time, whom they painted with 
Wings, and a Scythe mowing down all Things. And 
Saturn eating up his own Children, was only to expreſs 
how Tue devours all its own Productions. And his 
being depoſed by Jupiter his Son, ſhews, That Time, 
which wears away all other Things, is worn away it- 
8 

| dYeveral of the Heathen Authors have given us the 
 Alythology of their Gods, with which 1 will not detain 

on. | | 
d They expreſſed every thing, and wor/hiped every 
thing, under the Name of a God; as the God of Sleep, 
of Muſick, of Eloquence, of Hunting, Drinking, Love, 
War, &c. They had above Thirty thonſand of them. 
And in what they told of them, and as they deſcribed 
them, they often traced the /acred Story. 2 
Ovid begins his Metamorphoſes with a perfect Poetical 
Verſion of the Beginning of Geneſis, Ante Mare & Ter- 
r95——— Then goes on with the Hiſtory of the Crea- 
lion; the Formation of Man out of the Duſt of the 
 £arth, and his being made after the {mage of God, and 
to have Dominion over the inferior Creatures. Then 
he tells of the general Corruption, and the Giants be- 
fore the Flood, when the Earth was filled with . 
or 
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for which all Mankind, with the Beafls and the Fow!, 
were deſtroyed by the univerſal Deluge ; except only 
Deucalion and Pyrrha his Wife, who were ſaved in a 
Boat, which landed them on the Top of Mount Par- 
naſſus ; and that from theſe two the whole Earth was 
repeopled. I think it will be. needleſs to detain the 
Reader with an Application of this to the Hiſtory of 
the Creation ſet down by Maſes, of the Flood, and the 
Ark wherein Noah was "Gary and the Earth repeopled 
by him, c. 5 | | 
And Noah was plainly intended likewiſe in their God 
Janus, with his two Faces; one old, looking backward 
to the o World that was deſtroyed ; the other young, 

looking forward to the zew World that was to ſpring 
from him. 
So that even their turning the Sacred Hiſtory into 


Fable, is a Confirmation of it. And there can be no 


Compariſon betwixt the Truth of the Facts, ſo atteſted 
2 I have ſhewed, and the Fables that were made from 
them. : „ 

(3. ) Laſtly, as to the Mahometan Religion, it wants 
all. the Ewidences we have mentioned: For there was no 
Miracle faid to be done by Mahomet publickly, and in 
the Face of the World, but that only of conquering 
with the Savord. Who ſaw his Meſra, or Journey from 
Mecca to Feruſalem, and thence to Heaven, in one Night, 
and back in Bed with his Wife in. the Morning? Who 
was preſent and heard the Converſation the Moon had 
with him in his Cave? It is not faid that there was any 


Witneſs. And the Alcoran, c. vi. excuſes his not work- | 


ing any Miracles to prove his Miſion. They ay, 
that Moſes and Chrift came to ſhew the Clemency and 
Goodneſs of God, to which Miracles were neceſlary ; 
but that Mahomet came to ſhew the Power of God, 
to which no Miracle was needful but that of the 
Savord. | „„ | 

(1.) And his Alcoran is a Rhapſody of Stuff without 
Head or Tail, one would think wrote by a Madman, 


with ridiculous Titles, as the Chapter of the Cow, of 


And 


the Spider, &c. 
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And their Legends are much more ſenſeleſs than-thoſe 
of the Papiſts; as of an Angel, the Diſtance betwixt 
whoſe two Hands 1s ſeventy thouſand Days Journey. 
Of a-Cow's-Head with Horns which have forty thouſand 
Knots, and forty Days Journey betwixt each Knor. And 


others which have ſeventy Mouths, and every Mouth 


ſeventy Tongues, and each Tongue praiſes God ſeventy 
Times a Day, in /eventy different 1dioms. And of Wax 
Candles before the Throne of God, which are y Years 
Journey from one End to the other. The Alcoran ſays, 
the Earth was created in two Days, and 1s ſupported 
by an Ox which ſtands under it, upon a white Stone, 


with his Head to the Eaſt, and his Tail to the Wei, 


having forty Horns, and as great a Diftance betwixt 
every Horn as a Man could walk in a thouſand Years 
1 N | | 

Then their Deſcription of Heawver, in a full Enjoy- 
ment of Wine, Women, and other like groſs /en/ual _ 
Pleaſures. „ 5 | 

(2.) When you compare this with our Holy Scriptures, 
you will need no Argument to make you fee the Differ- 
ence. The Heathen Orators have admired the /ub/ime 
of the Stile of our Scriptures. No Writing in the World 
comes near it, even with all the Diſadvantage of our 


| Tranſlation ; which, being obliged to be literal, muſt loſe 


much of the Beauty of it. The Plainneſs and Succiuct- 
eſs of the hiſtorical Part, the Melody of the Plalms, 
the Viſtruction of the Proverbs, the Majeſiy of the Pro- 


phets, and, above all, that eaſy Swweetneſs in the New 


Teſtament, where the Glory of Heaven is ſet forth in a 
grave and moving Expreſſion, which yet reaches not 
the Height of the Suhbje# : not like the Flights of Rheto- 
ric, which ſet out ſmall Matters in great Words, But 
the Holy Scriptures touch the Heart, raiſe Expedtation, 
confirm our Faith, give Peace of Conſcience, and Foy in 
the Holy Ghojt, which is ineæpreſſible. All which you 


will experience when you once come to #e/ieve: You 


will then bring forth theſe Fruits of the Spirit, when 
you receive the Mord with pure Aﬀection, as we pray in 


(3.) 


194] 
(3.) But, Si, if there is Truth in the Alcoran, then 
the Holy Scriptures are the Word of God; for the Alcorau 
ſays ſo, and that it was ſent to confirm them, even the 
Scriptures of both the Old and New Teſtament. And it 
expreſly owns our Jeſus to be the Meſah. At the End 
of the /ourth Chap. it has theſe Words, The Meſſiah, 
Jeſus, the Son of Mary, is a Prophet, and an Angel of 
God, his Word, and his Spirit, which he ſent to Mary, 
But it gives him not the Name of Sou of God, for this 
wiſe Reaſon, Chap. vi. How Hall God have a Son, who 
hath no Wives? Yet it owns Jeſus to be born of a 
pure Virgin, without a Man, by the Operation of the 
Spirit of God. And in the ſame Chapter, this Ma- 
homet acknowledges his own Ignorance, and ſays, 1 
told you not that I had in my Power all the Treaſures of 
God; neither that I had Knowledge of the future and paſt ; 


nor do affirm that I am an Angel, I only at what hath 


been inſpired into me. 1s the Blind like him that ſeeth clear- 
ly? And after ſays, I am not your Tutor, Ewery thing 
 hathits Time. You fhall hereafter underſtand the Truth, 

This is putting off, and bidding them expect ſome 
other after Mahomer. But our Jeſus ſaid, he was our 
Tutor and Teacher, and that there was none to come 


after him. Mahomer ſaid, he was no Angel, but that 


Feſus was an Angel of God: But when God bringeth 
Jeſus into the World, he ſaith, Let all the Angels of 


God worſhip him, Heb. i. 6. And he made him Lord | 


of all the Angels. Mahomet knew not what was paſt, 
or to come: But our Jeſus knew all things, and 
what was in the Heart of every Man (Jh. ii. 24, 25.) 
which none can do but God only, 1 Kin. viii. 39. And 
foretold Things to come to the End of the World. 
Mahome had not all the Treaſures of God; but in Je, 
are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſthom and Knowledge. For 
in him dw-/eth all the Fullneſs of the Godhead bodil, 
Col. 359. 


Again, Nabhoet never called himſelf the Meg7ah, or 


the H ra, or opirii of G; yet all theſe Appellations 
he gives to our Jeſus. 


There 
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There were Prophecies of Feſus, which we have ſeen; 
Were there any of Mahomet? None, except of the 


falſe Chrifts, and falſe Prophets, which Jeſus told ſhould 


come after him; and bid us beware of them, for that 
they ſhould deceive many, 

(4.) De. But if Mahomet gave thus the Preference 
to Chri/t in every thing, and ſaid that his Alcoran was 


only a Confirmation of the Go/pel, how came he to ſet 


it up againſt the Coſhel, and to reckon the Chri/tians 
among the Unie/evers ? | 


Cu. No otherwiſe than as other Heretics did, who 


called themſelves the only true Chriſtians, and invented 


new Interpretation of the Scriptures. The Socinians 
now charge whole Chri/tianity with Apoſtacy, Idolatry, 
and Polytheiſm: And the Alcoran is but a Sy/tem of the 
old 4riani/m ill- digeſted, and worſe put together, with 
2 Mixture of ſome Heatheni/m and Fudaiſm. For Ma- 
homet's Father was an Heathen, his Mother a Teweſs, 
and his Tutor was Sergius the Monk, a Neſtorian ; which 


Seck was a Branch of .4rianim. Thefe, crudely mixed, 


made up the Farago of the Alcoran; but the prevail- 
ing Part was Arianiſm: And where that ſpread itſelf 
in the Faſt, there Mahometi/n ſucceeded, and ſprung 
out of it; to let all Chri/tians fee the Horror of that 
Hereſy ! And our Socinians now among us, who call 
themſelves Unitarians, are much more Mabometans than 
Chriſtians. For, except ſome peiſonal Things as to 
Mahumet, they agree almoſt wholly in his Doctrine; 
and, as ſuch, addreſſed themielves to the Morocco 


A Ambn ſadon here, in the Reign of King (Cee Il. 


Nor do they ſpeak more honourably of Chrift, and 
the Holy Scriptiurcs, than the Alcoraz does. And 
there is no Eo, concerning Chrijt in the Alcoran, 
but what vas broacked before by the Heretics of 


Chriſtianity ; d that Cyr: did not ſuficr really, but 
in Appeardauce on?; that fome other was cruczfied . 


in nis Stead, but he taken up into Heaven, as the 
Alcor-cy ſneaks. „% tha in Strictneis, I hould not 
have rec. ed MH. nei, in às One of the frur Religions 


But 


rr 
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But becauſe of its pron Name, and its having ſpread 


ſo far in the World, by the Conguefts of Mahomer, and 
his Followers, and that it is vulgarly underſtood to be 
a diſtin Religion by itſelf, therefore I have conſidered 
it as ſuch. | | 
And as to your Concern in the Matter, you ſee 
_ plainly, that the Alcoran comes in Atteſtation and Con- 
firmation of the Facts of Chriſt, and of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. | | | 
Dx. I am not come yet ſo far as to enter into the 
Diſputes of the ſeveral Sechs of Chriſtianity. But as to 
the Fa of Chriſt, and of the Scriptures in general, Ma- 
hometiſm | ſee does rather confirm than oppoſe it. | 

CHR. What then do you think of Judaiſm, as it now 

ſtands in Oppoſition to Chri/tianity ? 

Dx. Not only as without any Evidence, the Time pro- 
pheſied of for the Coming of the Mæſiah being long ſince 
| Paſt; but all their former Evidences turn directly againſt 
them, and againſt any Męſah whoever hereafter ſhould 

come. As that the Sceptre ſhould not depart from 
 Fadah; that he ſhould come into the /econd Temple; 
that the Sacrifices ſhould ceaſe ſoon after his Dearh ; 
that David ſhould never want a Son to fit upon his 
Throne ; that they ſhould be many Days without a 
King, and without a Prince, and without a Sacrifice, 
Se. which they do not ſuppoſe ever will be the Caſc 
after their Me/iah is come: So that they are H7tneſes 
againſt themſelves. - 5 | 

Cnr. And what do you think of the Stories of the 
Heathen Gods? . e | 5 9 

DE. I believe tllem no more than all the Stories in 
Ovid's Metamorphoſes. Nor did the wiſer Heathen be- 
lieve them ; only ſuch //ly People as ſuck in all the 
Popiſb Legends without examining. And to tell you the 
Truth, I thought the ſame of all the Stories in your 
Bible. But J will take time to examine thoſe Proofs F 
you have given me. For we Dei/?s do not diſpute 


againſt CHriſtianity, in behalf of any other Religion, of Þ 


the Jews, or Heathens, or Mahometans, all which pre- 
tend to Revelation; but we are againſt all Revelation; 
: | = and 


and Signification of it; and are now to be brought back 
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and go only upon bare Nature, and what our own 
Reaſon dictates to us. 

(I.) CuR. What Nature diftates, it dictates to all; 
at leaſt to the -29/t and the Generality of Mankind. And 
if we meaſure by this, then it will appear a natural 
Notion, that there is Neceſlity of Revelation in Religion. 
And herein you have all the World againſt you from 
the very Beginning: And will you plead Nature againſt 
all theſe ? 


Ds. The Netion came down from one to another, 


from the Beginning, we know not how. 


| Cnr. Then it was either Nature from the Begin- 
ning ; ; or elſe, it was from Revelation at the Beginning; 


whence the Nolion has deſcended through all Poſteritics 


to this Day. 


(2.) And there wants not Reaſon for this. For when 
Man had fallen, and his Reaſon was corrupted (as we 
Feel it upon us to this Day, as ſenſibly as the Diſeaſes 
and Infirmities of the Body ) was it not highly reaſonable 
that God ſhould give us a Law and Directions how to 


 ferwe and wwor/bip him ? Sacrifices do not ſeem to be any 


natural Invention. For why ſhould taking away the 
_ of my Felloxv-creature be acceptable to God, or a 
Yorſhip of him? It would rather ſeem an Ofzace againſt 


# 1 But as 7 pes of the great and only Propitiatory 


Sacrifice of Chriſt to come; and to keep up our Fatih in 
that, the Inſtitution given with the Revelation of it ap- 
pears moſt rational. And that it was zece//ary, the great 
Defection ſhews, not only of the Heatheas, but of the 
Jexvs themſelves; who, though they retained the J- 


ſlitution, yet in a great meaſure loſt the true Meaning 


O 
to it, by reminding them of the IHitutien, and the 


Reaſon of it. 


Plato, in his Alcibiad. ii. de Precat. has the ſame Rea- 
ſoning; and concludes, that we cannot know of our- 


| ſelves what Petitions will be pleaſing to Gd, or what 


Morſbip to give him; but that it is neceſſary a Law- 
g:ver ſhould be ſent ſroms Heawen to inſtruct us. And 
ſuch an one he did expect. And O Hao greatly do {defrre 
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to fee that Man] fays he. And ah ig he? The pri- 
mitive Tradition of the expected M:/jah had, no doubt, 
come to him, as to many others of the Heather, from 
the Jeavs ; and likely from the Peruſal of their Scrip- 
russ. | | | 
For Plato goes further, and ſays (de Leg. I. 4.) That 
this Laaugiwer muſt be more than Man. For he obſerves 


that every Nature is governed by another Nature that is 


ſuperior to it; as Birds and Beaſis by Man, who is of a 
diſtinct and ſuperior Nature. So he infers, that this Laau- 
giver, who was to teach Man, what Man could not know 
by his own Nature, muſt be of a Nature that is ſuperior 
to Man, that is, of a divine Nature. | 

Nay, he gives as lively a Deſcription of the Per/or, 

Qualifications, Life, and Death of this Divine Man, as 
if he had copied the lin. of J/aiab : For he ſays (ae 
Repub. I. 2.) that this 32 Perſon muſt be poor, and 
void of all Recommendations but that of Virtue alone: 
That a wicked World would not bear his I»ffru#ions 
and Reproef; and.therefore, within three or four Years 

after he began to preach, he ſhould be perſecuted, impri- 

 foned, ſcourged, and at laſt put to Death. His Word is 
 *Ayanvduatzud νεανj, that is, cut in pieces, as they cut 
their Sacrifices. . „ | 
De. Theſe are remarkable Paſſages, as you apply 
them. And Plato was three hundred Years before Chriſt. 
But I incline to think that theſe Notions came rather 
from ſuch Tradition as you ſpeak of, than from Nature. 
And I can ſee nothing of Nature in Sacrzfices ; they look 
n. ore like Jſtitution, come that how it will. 

(.) Cur. It is ſtrange, that all the Nations in the 
Morld ſhould be carried away from what you call Na- 
Zure, Unleſs you will take Refuge among the Ho7tentots 
at the Cape of Good Hope, hardly diſtinguiſhable from 
Beaſ?s, to ſhew-us what Nature left to itſelf would do! 
and leave us all the w/e and poltite World on the Side 
of Revelation, either real or pretended; and of Opinion 
that Mankind could not be without it. And my Buſineſs 
now with you has been to diſtinguith the rea/ from the 
pretended, 


(4.) De. 
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(4.) Dr. By the Account you have given, there is 
but one Religion in the World, nor ever was. For the 
Jeabiſb was: but Chriſtianity in Type, though in time 
greatly corrupted: And tne Heathen was a greater Car- 
' ruption, and founded the Fables of their Gods upon the 

Facts of Scripture: And the Mahometan, you ſay, is 
but a Here/y of Chriſtianity. So that all is CHriſtianity 
ſill. — 

Cur. It is true, God gave: but one Revelation to the 
World, which was that of Chrift: And as that was 
corrupted, new Revelations were pretended. But God has 
guarded his Revelations with ſuch Ewidences, as it was 
not in the Power of Men or Devils to counterfeit, or 
contrive any-thing like them. Some bear Reſemblance 
in one or two Features, in the firſt zxvo or three Evidences 
that I have produced; but as none reach the fourth, ſo 
they are all quite deſtitute of the leaſt Pretence to the 
remaining four. So that when you look upon the Face 
of divine Revelation, and take it all together, it is im- 
poſſible to miſtake it for any of thoſe Delaſions which 
the Devil has ſet up in Imitation of it. And they are 
made to confirm it, becauſe all the Reſemblance they have 
to Truth, is that wherein they are any-ways Je it; 
but, when compared with it, they ſhew as an ill- 
drawn Picture, half Man, half Beaſt, in Preſence of the 
beautiful Original. : . | 
(,.) Ds. It is ſtrange, that, if the Caſe be thus plain 
as you have made it, the whole World is not imme- 
diately convinced, 

Curr. If the Seed be never ſo good, yet if it be 
ſown upon Stones, or among Thorns, it will bring forth 
nothing. There are Hearts of Stone; and others ſo 
filled with the Love of Riches, with the Cares and Plea- 
ſures of this Life, that they will not ſee: They have not 
a Mind to know any-thing which they think would 
diſturb them in their Enjoyments, or leſſen their Opinion 
of them ; for that would be taking away ſo much of 
their Pleaſure. Therefore it is no eaſy Matter to per- 
ſuade Men to place their Happineſs in future Fapecta- 
tions, Which is the Import of the Ge, And in preſ- 
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ſing this, and bidding the Worldly-minded bann their 
beloved Vices, and telling the fatal Conſeguences of them, 
we muſt expect to meet not only with their Scorn and 
Contempt, but their utmoſt Rage and {mpatience, to get 
rid of us, as fo many Enemies of their Liſis and Plea- 
ſares. This is the Cross which our Saviour prepared all 
his Diſciples to bear; who were to fight againſt 7% 
and Blood, and all the 4//urements of the World. And 
it is a greater Miracle that they have had ſo many Fol- 
leaves in this, than that they have gained to them- 
ſelves ſo many Enemies, The World is a flrong Man; 
and till a fronger than he comes (that is, the full Per- 
ſuaſion of the Future State) he will keep Poſſeſſion. 

And this is the Victory that overcometh the Vorl, 

even our Faith. But we are told alſo, that this . 
1s the C of God. For all the Evidence in the World 
will not reach the Heart, unleſs it be prepared (like the 
goed Ground to receive the Dec&rine that is taught. 

Till then, Pregudice will create O&/iinacy, which will 
harden the Heart like a Roch; and cry, Non purſuadebis, 
etiamſi perſualeris ! I will not be perſuaded, tho' I ſhould 
be per/juaded ] 

You muſt conſider under this Head too, the many 
that have not yet heard of the Goſpe/: And of thoſe 

that have, the far greater Number who have not the 
Capacity or Opportunity to examine all the Evidences of 

_ Chriflianity, but take Things upon Truſt, juſt as they 
are taught. And how many others are careleſs, and 
will not be at the Pans, though they want not Capacity, 
to inquire into the Truth? All theſe Claſſes will include 
the greateſt Part of Mankind. The ignorant, the care- 
leſs, the vicious, and ſo the ob/tinate, the ambitions, and 
the covetous, whole Minds the God of this World hath - 
blinded. 

But yet, in the midſt of all this Darkneſs, God hath 
not left himſelf without Mitneſs; which will be apparent 
to every diligent and ſober Enquirer, that is auilliug and 
prepared to receive the 7 ruth. 

(6.) Good SiR, let me aſk you, though you are of 
no Religion, as you lay, but what you "call Natural, 


yes 


F 101 J 


yet would you not think me very brutal, if I ſhould 
deny that ever there was ſuch a Man as Alexander, or 
Cz/ar, or that they did ſuch Things? UI ſhould deny 
all Hiftory ! or that Homer, or Virgil, Demoſthenes, or 
Cicero, ever wrote ſuch Boots; would you not think 
me perfectly ob/tinate, ſeized with a Spirit of Cortra- 
dition, and not fit for human Converſation ? 

And yet theſe Things are of no Conſequence to me. 
It is not a Farthing as to my Intereſt, whether they are 
true or falſe, 2 | 
Will you then think yourſelf a reaſonable Man, it, 
in Matters of the greateſt /mportance, even your eter1at 
State, you will not believe thoſe Fads which have 4 
thouſand times more certain and indiſputable Evidence 7 
Were there any Propheczes of Cæſar or Pompey * Were 
there any Types of them, or public Iuſtitutions, appoint- 
ed by a Law, to prefigure the great Things that they 
ſhould do? Any Per/ons who went before them, to 
bear a Re/emblance of theſe Things and bid us expect 


that great Event Was there a general Expedtatiou in 


the World of their Coming, before or at the Time when 
they came ? And of what Conſequence was their Coming, 
to the World, or to After-Ages ? No more than a Ro. 
bery committed a thouſand Years ago! 
Were the Greek and Roman Hiſtories written by the 
Perſons who did the Facts or by Eye-Witnefſes ? And, 
for the greater Certainiy, were thoſe Hiſtories made the 
ſtanding Law of the Country ? Or were they any more 
than our Holinſbead, and Stow, &c.? 

Muſt we believe theſe, on Pain of not being thought 
reaſonable Men? And are we then anreaſonable and cre- 
dulous, if we believe the Facts of the Holy Bible? which 
was the ſtanding Law of the Peop/e to whom it was 
given, and wrote, or difated, by thoſe who did the Fas, 
with publick Iaſtitutions appointed by them, as a perpe- 
tual Law to all their Generations; and which, if the 
Facts had been falſe, could never have paſſed at the Time 
when the Facts were ſaid to be done; nor for the ſame 
Reaſon, if that Book had been wrote afterwards ; be- 
cauſe theſe Inſtitutions (as Circumcifion, the Paſſover, 

— 2 3 Baptiſm, 
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Baptiſm, &c.) were as notorious Fachs as any: and that 
Book, ſaying they commenced from the Time that the 
Fats were done, muſt be found to be Vale, whenever it 
was trumpt up in 'fter-Ages, by ſuch Inſlitution, being 
then known Not like the Feaſts, Games, &c. in Me- 
mory of the Heathen Gods, which were appointed long 
after thoſe Fa&s which were ſaid to be done: And the 
like Institutions may be appointed To. morrow, in Me- 
mory of any Falſccod ſaid to be done a thouſand Years 
ago; and ſo is no P- at all. And though a Legend or 
Book of Sar es of... Things {aid to be done many Vears 
Paſt may be pale upon People, yet a Book of Szatate: 
cannot, by 1 their Cauſes are tried every Day. 
Are there Rel 1 P7 22 ectes extant in any profane Hifto- 
zy 10 long before the Fads there record ed, as there arc 
in the Hey Se riprurcs, Of the Coming of the Meſſiah 
Were t there a: 1y 1 {aig Cr Foreratners of the Heathen 
Gods, Or of I ho: er | 
is there the lik e E e of the Truth and Siucerity 
of the Greed and 4 can Hiſtorians, as of the Penmen of 
f the Holy Ws 72 Pi HFES:S 
Would tneſe- 2 kern have given their Lives for the 
Truth Of all the 
Did they el uch as only, wherein it was impoſſi- 
ble for themſelves to be 1 upon, or that the y na ould 
?mp3je upon others? Nothing but what themſelves had 
fern and Heard, and they alto to whom they {poke ? 
Did Fae) 2y 5 & nothing but Per/ecution and Death 
Fae what t related? And were they bidden to bear 
it pat ie. BARR without 26% fence? Was this the Caſe of 
the Diſciples of Malomet, who were TORY to fight 
and c- QUE” Vv 1th the Sevord ? 
Dig any Religion ever overcome by Suffering, but the 
Chris 77 only 2 | 
And did any exhibit the /utrre State, and preach the 
Conte yy of ihis World, like the Chriftian ? 
De. That's the Rcalon it has prevailed ſo little. 
And yet, conſidering this, it is firange it has prevailed 
io much. 
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7.) But there is one thing yet behind, wherein I 
would be glad to have your Opinion, becauſe I find 
your Divines differ about it: And that is, How we 
{hall know to diſtinguiſh betwixt true and falſe Mi- 
racles. 

And this is neceſſary to the Subject we are upon. 
For the Force of the Fas you allege ends all in this, 
That ſuch zirawulous Facts are a ſufficient Arte//ation of 


ſuch Pe jons being {ent of God ; and, Sa reed that 


we are to believe the Doctrine which they taught. 

You know we Deiſis deny any fuck hing as Mi- 
rAcles, but reduce all to Nature: Yet, 1 con feſs. if 1 
had feen ſuch Miracles as are recorded of Mees and of 
Chriſt, it would have convinced me. And for the 
Truth of them, we mult refer to the El you 
have given. But, in the mean time, uf. trere is no 
Rule whereby to diſtinguiſh betwixt true aud tale A- 


racles, there is an End of all the Pains you hav« 


re taken, 
For if the Devil can work ſuch I hings as appent Mite 
racles to me, 1 am as. much perſuaded 5 11 the were 
true Miracles, and wrought by Cod. And ſo Mien may 
be decel ce in truſting to Ai races. 

The common Notion of a Miracle is what exceeds 
the Power of Nature.: Lo which we ſay, That we 
know not the utmoſt of the Power of Natrre, and con- 
ſequently cannot tell what exceeds it. Nor do you pre- 
tend to know the utmoſt of the Power of Spefits, wle- 
ther good or e ; and now thea can you tell what Coe 
ceeds their Pc: er 7 

doubt not but you would have th zought thoſe to be 
true Miractes Which the Magicians are 1a to have 
Wrought in Egypt; but that Meſes is ſaid to have 
Wrought [Hractes that Were n Perior to them. 

4 Therefore if two Powers contend for the S. 
pericrity, as here God and the Devil did, the beſt Iſlue 
can be is to fee them wwrejile together, and then we 
ſhall ſoon Know which is frougeft, this was the Caſe 


of [loſes and the Magician. of Chrilt and the Devil. 


There was a Struggle, and Lalan was plainly overcome, 
I con 


PR tha &, 
I confeſs I know not the Power of Spirits, nor how 
they work upon Bodies. And by the ſame Reaſon that 
a Opirit can lift a Straw, he may a Mountain, and the 
whole Earth, for aught I know ; and may do many 
Things which would appear true Miracles to me, and 
ſo might deceive me: And all I have to truſt to, in this 
Caſe, is, the reſtraining Power of God, that he will 
not permit the Dewil ſo to do. And were it not for this, 
I doubt not but the Devil could take away my Lzi/e in 
an Inſtant, or inflict terrible Diſeaſes upon me, as upon 
Fob. | | 
And I think this Conſideration is the ſtrongeſt Motive 
in the World, to keep us in conſtant Dependence upon 
God, that we live in the midit of ſuch powerful Enemies 
as we can by no means reſiſt of ourſelves; and are in 
their Power every Minute, when God ſhall withdraw 
his Protection from us. | | | 
And it is in their Power likewiſe to work Sigus and 
Winders to deceive us, if God permit. And herein the 
great Pcaver and Goodneſs of God is manifeſt, that he 
never yet permitted the Devil to work Miracles in Oppo- 
/ition to whom he ſent; except where the Remedy was at 
Hand, and to ſhew his Power the more, as in the Caſe 
of Moaſes and the Magicians, &c. 
And this is further evident; becauſe God has, at other 
times, and upon other Occaſions, ſuffered the Devil to 
exert his Power, as to make Fire deſcend upon 70s 
Cattle, &c. But here was no Cauſe of Religion con- 
cerned, nor any Truth of God in Debate. 
Dx. But your Chr:i/? has foretold, Mat. xxiv. 24. 
That falſe Chrifts, and falſe Prophets ſhall ariſe, who 
ſhall ſhew great Signs and Wonders, to deceive, if poſ- 


fible, the very Elect. And it is ſaid, 2 They. ii. . That 


there ſhall be a avicked one, whoſe Coming is after the 
Working of Satan, with all Power, and Signs, and Hing 
Wonders. And it is ſuppoſed, Deut. xii. i. &c. That 
a falſe Prophet may give a Sign or a Wonder, to draw 


Men after falſe Gods. Here then is Sign againſt Sign, 
and Wonder againk Vonder, and which of theſe ſhall | 


we believe? 
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C UR. The F, no doubt. For God cannot contradic? 
himſelf, nor will ſhew Signs and Vonders, in Oppoſi- 
tion to that Law which he has eſtabliſhed by ſo many 
Signs and Monders. Therefore in ſuch a Caſe we muſt 
conclude, that God has permitted the Devil to exert his 
Power, as againſt Maſes and Chrift, for the Tryal of 


our Faith, and to ſhew the ſuperior Power of God more 


eminently, in overcoming all the Pozwer of the Enemy. 
But, as 1 taid before, we have a more ſure ord, 
that is, Proof, than even theſe Miracles exhibited to our 
outward Senſes, which is the Word of Prophecy. Let then 
any falſe Chri/!, viho ſhall pretend to come hereafter, 
ſhew ſuch a Book as our Bible, which has been ſo long 
in the World (the moiſt antient Book now extant) rei- 


Hing of him, ſoretelling the Time, and all other Crrcum- 


ſtances of his Coming, with his Sufferi ings and Death, and 
all theſe Propheczes exactly ſul filled in him: And till he 
can do this, he cannot have that Evidence which our 
Chriff has; and he muſt be a fal/e Chrift to me: And 
all the Sgas that he can ſhew will be but lying Wonders, 
to any that is truly eſtabliſhed in the Chrijlian Faith. 
But it may be a 7-ya/ too ſtrong for thoſe car elefs 
ones, Who will not be at the Woe” to enquire into the 
Grounds of their Religion, but take it upon Iruft, as 
they do the Fa/5ions, and mind not to frame their Lives 
according to it, but are immerſed i in the World, 28 the 
Pleaſures of it. 
(s.) And it will be a juſt Judement upon theſe, that 
they, who ſhut their Eyes againſt all the clear Ew/dences 
of the Gz/pe/, ſhould be given up to believe a Lye. And 
the Reaſon is given 2 7%. ii. 12, Becauſe they bod 


Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs. They loved Darkneſs rather 


than Light, becauſe their Deeds were evil. 


So that I muſt repeat what I ſaid before, That there 


is a Preparation of the Heart (as of the Ground) to re- 
ceive the Truth: And where the Doctrine does not 
pleaſe, no Evidence, how clear ſoever, will be re— 
ceived. God cannot enter, till Mammon be diſpoſſeſſed. 
We cannot ſerve theſe two Maſters. He who has a 
clear Sight of Heaven, cannot ale the dull 1 
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of this Life. And it is impoſſible that he who is drown- 


ed in Senſe, can reliſh ſpiritual Low, The Love of 
he 


this World is Enmity againſt God. firſt Sin was a 
Temptation of Senſe: And the Reparation is, to open 
our Hees to the Enjoyment of God. Vice clouds this eye, 
and makes it blind to the only true and eternal Pleaſure. 
It is Foolj/hneſs to ſuch an one. | 

This, this, S1R, is the Remora that keeps Men from 


Chriſtianity. It is not Want of Evidence, but it is 


Want of Conſideration. I would not ſay this to you, 
till I had firſt gone through all the Topics of Reaſon 


with you, that you might not call it Cant. But this is 


the Truth, As Dawid ſays, To him that ordereth his 
Converſation aright,. will T ſhew the Salvation of God. 


And our Saviour ſays, F any Man do the Will of God, 


he ſhall know of the Doctrine, whether it be of God, or 
"whether I ſpeak of myſelf. And no Man can come unta 
me, except the Father draw him. | 
This was the Reaſon why St. Fohn the Baptiſi was 
ſent as a Forerunner to prepare the Way for Chri/t, by 
Preaching of Repentance, to fit Men for receiving the 
Go/pel. And they, who repented of their Sins upon his 
Preaching, did gladly embrace the Do@rine of Chriſt. 
But they, who would not forſake their Sins, remained 
obdurate, though otherwiſe Men of Senſe and Learning, 
As our Saviour told the Prieſts and Elders, Matt. xxi. 
32. John came unto you in the Way of Righteouſneſs, and 
ye believed him not; but the Publicans and the Har lots be- 
lieved him. And ye when ye had ſeen it, repented not 
afterwards, that ye might believe him. And when Chri/ 
| ſought to prepare them for his Doctrine, by telling them, 
That they could not ſerve God and Mammon, it is ſaid, 
Luke xvi.14. That when the Phariſees, who were covetous, 
heard theſe Things, they derided him. But he inſtructed 
them in the next Verſe (if they would have received it) 
That what is highly eſteemed amongſt Men, is Abomination, 
in the Sight of God: And inforced this with the Exam- 
ple of the Rich Man and Lazarus : And faid, Chap. 
xvüi. 25. That it avas eaſier for a Camel to go throug! 
the Eye of @ Needle, than for a rich Man to enter into tht 
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Kingdom of God. And, Chap. xiv. 33. That whoſoever 
be be that forſaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
Diſciple. Now take this in the largeſt Senſe, That he 
who is not ready and willing to forſake all, as if he hated 
them, as Chriſi ſaid, ver. 26. F any Man come to me, 
and hate not his Father and Mother, 8c. (that is, when 
they come in Competition with any Command of Chriſt ) 
and take not up his Croſs, and follow me, he cannot be my 
Diſciple ; how few Diſciples would he have had in this 
Age! Would all his Miracles perſuade ſome to this? 
the World is too hard for Heaven with moſt Men! 

Here is the Cauſe of Infdelity. The Love of the 
World, the Luft of the Fl, the Luft of the Eyes, and 
the Pride of Life, darken the Heart, and, like Shutters, 
keep out the Light of Heaven : Till they are removed, 
the Light cannot enter: The Spirit of Purity and Ho- 
line/s will not deſcend into an Heart full of all Un- 
cleanneſs, If we would invite this Gueſt, we muſt feveep 
the Houſe, and make it clean. . 

But this too is of God: For he only can make a clean 
Heart, and renew a right Spirit within us. But he has 
promiſed this. MWiſdom to thoſe who aſk it, and lead a 
godly Life. Therefore 2, and you ſhall have; ſeek, 
and you ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be opened unto 
you. But do it ardently and incęſſantly, as he that 
ſtriveth for his Sou. For God is gracious and merciful, 
long -Juffering, and of great Goodneſs; and thoſe who 
come to him in Szzcerity he will in no-wiſe caſt out. 
Therefore pray in Faith, nothing doubting : And what 
you pray for (according to his Will) believe it, and you 
ſhall receive it. | 


To his Grace 1 commend you, 


 {9.) And with the Fulneſs of the Gentiles, O that it 
would pleaſe God to take the Veil off the Heart of the 
Jews, and let them ſee, That as they have been de- 
ceived by many falſe My4:ahs ſince Chriſi came, fo none 
whom they expect hereafter, can anſwer the Prophecies 
of the Meiah (ſome of which 1 have named ;) and 

: therefore 


es 

therefore no ſuch can be the Mz/jah who is prophe/ied 
of in their own Scriptures, 

And let them ſee and conſider, how that fatal Cur/ 
they imprecated upon themſelves, His Blood be on 1, 
and on our Children, has cleaved unto them, beyond all 
their former Sins, and even repeated 1ds/atry; from 
which (to ſhew that this is not the Cauſe of their pre- 
ſent Diſper/ion) they have kept themſelves free ever 
fince; and for which their longeſt Captivity was but 
ſeventy Years ; and then Prophets were ſent to them, 
to comfort them, and aſſure them of a Reſauration 
But now they have been about eighteen hundred Years 
diſperſed over all the Earth, without any Prophet, or 
Proſpect of their Deliverance, that the whole Word 
might take notice of this before unparalleled Judgment, 
not known to any Nation that ever yet was upon the 
Face of the Earth! So puniſbed, and fo preſerved for 
Judgment, and, I hope, at laſt, for a more wonderful! | 
Mercy] For if the Cafting aucay of them be the Recon- | 
ciling of the World, what jhall the receiving of them te, 
but Life from the Dead? For God hath concluded all in 
Unbelief, that he might hawe Mercy upon all. O 1h» 
Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of 
| God! Hoaw unſearchable are his Judgments, and his Way: 
paſt finding out ! For of him, and through him, and to hit, 
are all Things, To whom be Glory for euer. Amen. 
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